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READER. 



AS iuperfluous as Prefaces feem, 
yet there is one thing which 
makes it» in a manna*, neceflary to pre« 
fix a few lines to this Volume, in. regard 
there is an occalion given by the objec- 
tions ibme Gentlemen have been lately 
pleafed to make againft the flyleof the 
Englifh tranflation* Thefe perfons, hav- 
ing* by a very coftly inquifitivenefs, 
found and procured the Italian co- 
py of the Letters, and compared 
A 2 them 
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tlictn ' with the Englifh, pick_ many ; 
-faults with' the lattcrV ^whic4i they ' 
would fain iniprove to the leflening the 
reputation of the Turkifli Spy, or at 
leaft to the heightening of their own 
charadters as wits and criticks, maftera 
of language^, and the grand patentees 
of human fenfe. r 

In the firft place they fay the Italian t 
(rdnilatioh k6^pl5 clofe to the original 
Ai^bick ; whereas the Englifli ahpuods 
too much with Anglicifms, which 
are not fufficient to exprefs the author's 
primitive fenfe. 

How imppffible a tiling it 15 to 
|)leafe all people in undertakings of 
this nature! 'Formerly they were of- ! 
fended that fo many Turkifti ind Ara- ■ 
vbick words were left untranflated. 
And, that being anfwered fA the Pre- I 
jace to the Fourth Volume,' they have j 
now formed new arguments out of \ 
that very anfwer, to aflault us on the | 
contrary fide, and tax us with being 
ioo vernacular. Jt is true^ the letters ' 
' ^ they 
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th^ have fcnt tQ the Bookfeller, on 
this account, are not fubfcribcd at 
length : Yet, by accident, one of the 
G^ntlenien's hand- writing is known* 
And though we acknowledge him to 
be an ingenious perfbn^ and a man 
©f learning; yet I believe he woul<F 
bo unwilling his letter fhould here 
be expofed in print (or the original 
fliewed to fome that know iiini, and, 
perhaps, may claim an equal rank 
^onong the cri^cks.} 

But to come to the purpofe; I 
have o^ten beard tranflatioiis blamed 
fpr keeping tpo clofe to the original ' 
phraf? ; but neyer any, before this, 
for a negligence that is 'abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to retain the fenfe pf a foreign 
author. All the world knows there . 
is a vaft difference between Arabick 
and the languages of Europe ; and, 
if the Italian tranflator was more ex* 
ad in forming his words up to a 
near imitation of the Eaftern propri- 
eties of fpeech, ,no doubt but impar- 
tial men will rather cenfure it as a 
A3 fault. 
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fault, than cfy it up for an excel- 
lency; fincc nothing founds well itt 
any language, which is pot deliver- 
ed in the natural idiom. Everything 
ought to be written in as familiar a 
ftyle as we difcourfe; efpecially let- 
tered which are but a proxy-method 
of Gonverfing at a diftance. AnA he 
that tranflates, out of one language 
into another, ought to aim chiefly at 
this, that he be fure to retain the 
original fenfe, and render it fmooth 
and eafy to the reader. The flowers* 
of A rabia and Italy^ when once tranf- 
planted to our barren Englifh foil, 
lofe therr virtue and beauty, till they 
are naturalifejd : What then muft we 
txptGt from their weeds ? Doubt- 
lefif, there are fome peculiarities in all 
languages ; and to tranflate verbatint 
from fo remote a tongue would found 
as har{h as French does in an Englifh- 
man's mouth, when he pronounces itr 
as it is written. 

What I have more to fay is, that> 
as this Volume contains a biflory of 

things 
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things /tranfaded within the memoiy 
of moft men now living,, fo the' two 
fuceeeding Tomes fall down lower and 
nearer to the prcfent times t Giving 
an account of events whei?eof many 
have been eye-witnefies, and where- 
in not a few have had a perfonal 
ihare, either by way of adlion, <})r iiaf- 
fering lofs or damage; which muft 
needs afford delight to thinking men^ 
fince there is nothing more agreeable 
to mortals than ta refkdt on the for-^ 
m« paUageS of their lives^ according 
to that of the poet : 

. Hasc olim meminifle juvabit. 

Bcfides, for the farther encourage* 
ment of the candid reader^ he may 
affure himfelft that, towards the con« 
dufion of the lad Volume, he will meet 
widr .fevtral fecrets between the French 
and Tufkifti Courts, which will dif- 
covcr the true fource of the prefent war* 
Between the Emperor of Germany and 
the Grand Signior, and give a glimpfe 
of the private machinations and fpringa 
A 4 which 
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which have put all Europe into the. 
hyrly-burly it is now in^ 

^I have but this more to fay, that we 
hope to be more fpeedy in publifhingthc 
remainder of thefe Letters, than we 
have hitherto been in the , former, Vo^ 
li^es. , 

Readeri^ adieu. 
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LETTER I. 

Mahmut, the Arabian at Fans, to Dg^et 
Oglou, iris Friend, at Conftantinople. 

IT makes me fmile fometimes, when I refleA 
how often I was put to it for an addrefs fuitable 
to the manners of the Nazarenes, and the par- 
ticular mode of Paris, when I firft arrived at thi> 
city: For, thou knoweft, we had other employ* 
fiients, than to learn fafhions and conge's at Paler« 
JiK). The mind of a flave is deje<Sted, under the cir* 
cumftances of hrs captivity ; lo that he has not lei« 
Aire to regard any thing, but how to accompHfh his 
tUily taik, and to pleafe hjs patron. ^ AH his ftudy 
and care is bent upofi tbis,'and there is no room lett 
ibr generous thoughts j neither has he means or 
courage to venture on projeds, or improve the pre** 
ftnt occurrences, in order to his future hmpirtsh. 
V04.VL B J^ay, 
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Na^, he hardly dares think of being happy again. 
This was mv cafe^ and^ I believe, it was not much 
better with thee. ' ■ . ^ 

Yet, hotwithftanding all the rigorous ufagc I had, 
the baftinadoes, kicks, bruifes, cuts, and wounds, 
I received from the hands of that barbarous Giafer, 
m^ mafter, which made me fometimes incapable of 
doine him any fervice by dav, or of taking any rdl 
myfelf by nignt, I was refofved to find fome fpare 
time for books. I rofe early, and went late to fleep ; 
neglefting no moment, wherein I could apply my- 
felf to ftudy. The acquaintance I had with that 
Sicilian carpenter, our friend, was of lingular ad« 
vantage to me in this kind; for, thou^mayeft re- 
memt^r, he was well ftocked with many ancient 
and learned treatUes. He furniihed me with PIu-* 
tarch, Polybius, Strabo, Pliny, and other hiftories ; 
All which, and many more, I devoured with greic^ 
dinefs ; for I had a ftrong appetite to knowledge. 
And, after my redemption, I pafTed away fome time 
in the academies, where I learned the knotty tricks 
of loglck, how to fplit moods and figures, and 
chain one impertinent fylloeifm to the tail of ano* 
ther to eternity. I alfo ran through a courfe of phi- 
lofophy and other fciences. Neither was I altogen 
ther ignorant of men : For the reading of hiftones 
fits a man the better to make pradlical experiments 
in the affairs of the world. To which alfa philo- 
fophy is not a little helpful in directing our obfer- 
rations on the various tempers of people, mens per- 
fonal difpofitions and flngularities, with the hu« 
inours and cuftoms peculiar to this or that nation. 
For thefe things depend many times on the diffe- 
rence of the climate, the nature of the foil, the qua- 
lities of the air, and the manner of their diet. 

But neither hiflory, logick, nor philofophy, were 
able to efFace the impreffions of my early years, 
or unteach me the manners in which I had been 
educated from my infancy. I brought Arabia and 
Conftantinople along with me even to Paris. And, 
becauie I had not been ufed to diflemble the pro* 

fcffion 
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MBan and carriage of a Muflulman, during my^ 
thraldom in Sicily, I was at a lofs in my deport-T 
ment when I came firft hither. 

How crften have I been like to dilcdver myfelf by 
pronouncing the facred BifmiUah, either when I fat 
down to eat, or put a glafs of water to my lips ; or 
when I began anyr other adion of importance ! So^* 
likewife in uttering the HandiUah, after a repaft^ 
or wfaoi any thing happened which prompted me ii 
pradfeGod. 

'When I met any of my acquaintance in the ftreets* 
I was apt to forget I had a hat on ; and, inftead cf 

futting off that, according to the fafhion of the 
'ranks, I laid my hand pn my breaft, and fome- 
times bowed fo low, that my hat fell off from my 
bead before I ¥ras fenfible of my error. 

If I had occafion to addrefs myfelf to a perfon of 
quality, I was ready to take up the bottom of his 
doak, gown, or robe, and to kifs it in token of 
reverence, as the cuftom is in the Eaft when wc 
falute the Grandees. Nay, fometimes. I could not 
forbear falling on my knee, or proftrate on the 
ground before Cardinal Richlieu and thofe of his 
high dignity. All which, neverthelefs, pafled only 
for clownimnefs, and want of courtly education, 
which teaches die nice punSilio's of addrefs. They 
took me for a kind of Moldavian ruftick, without 
any farther jeiJoufy. Or, perhaps, they fmiled at 
all this, as fome fineular caprice or humour, like 
that of the philofbpher Paficles, who, going to fa- 
lute a great Captain, and the ceremony of thofe 
times requiring him to touch the Captain's knee, he 
IsLid his hand on his genitals ; at which the Captaiii 
)>eing affronted, and thrufting his hand away with 
fcornful words, * What !* lays the philofopher, 

* does not that part belong to you, as well as your 

♦ knees ?' It often diverts my melancholy to con- 
fider how many errors of this kind I have commit- 
ted, not through ignorance or any Cynical humour^ 
but only in pure overfight and forgetfulnefs, 

B a It 
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It was a long time eVe I could frame my fiiigeti' 
.to handle a knife and fork at jneals, as is the uni- 
verfal cuttom in thefeWefiern parts : i^hereas, thou 
knoweft, we make ufe of no other inftruments in 
ratine, but our fineers and teeth. Whence it was 
ihat I could not iometimes forbear thrufting my 
lUnd into a whole diih of meat ^ which is counted « 
^reat indecency^ in France. And after I was recon- 
ciled to thofejoicer inftruments of voluptuoufnefs^ 
fo as to carVe my meat a-la-mode : yet, when I once 
had it on my own plate, I laid aiide thofe tools as 
vfelefs and tore it afunder with my fingers and teeth^ 
feeding a la Turcefque^ as the French call it; that 
is, like a Muflulman. 

Neverthelefs, nobody fufpefled m^ ; but all thefe 
•mifcarria^s pafTed for Moldavian barbarifms, the 
iavage cuftoms of that my fuppofed country. I tell 
thee that, though the manner of eating among the 
•French feems to have fomething more of neatnefs 
and delicacy in it, yet it appears full of foftneft 
•;u)d luxury, and I cannot in reafon prefer it to the 
more natural and fimple method of diet ufed in the 
Eaft. Neither would the Franks themfelyes con- 
demn us for fiivages in this point, as they pommonly 
4lo, did they but confider, that this negligence veiy^ 
well becomes mon of the fword ; and that^ in their 
campaigns, their own Generals are ambitious to ap- 
pear careleft in every thing relating to their body. 

Doubtlefs, the ancient Romans, who broujght the 
greatcft part of the world under their power, ihun- 
iied aH iinenefles in diet and apparel, till fucb time 
2s their manners were debauched, and their empire 
in its decline. Our annals record, that, when oul« 
tan Selim lay down with his army before a certain 
place, and the Governor of the town fent Commii^ 
fioners to treat with him about a furrender, they 
found him at dinner, which confifted only of two 
(br three onions, a little fait and bread. 

Hiftories alfo relate of the faithful Omar, fuccef- 
for of the Pxpphet, that, when he was with his vmy 
ppt far from Jcrufalem^ the Nazarene Prince who 

goveraoi 
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Bverned that city fent a fpy into the hoft of the 
uffulmans, to obferve their difcipline, and bring 
him a lively chara<9:er of their General. The fpy 
went according to his matter's orders, and, havinff 
tarried foaie time in the Arabian camp, returned 
again, and thus fpoke to the Governor : 

** It will be needlefe to recount every thing I ob- 
** ferved ainong thefe foldiers ; fince by what I fliall 
**fkyof their Leader thou mayeft comprehend the 
** manners of them all : For they obey him, and 
•• follow.his example in every thing, with exquifite 
" filence and modefty. I faw Omar, their Prince;^- 
*♦ at the head of his army, (itung on a camel, his 
" face tawny, aiid fcorched by the fun, in a veil of 
•• Perfian cotton, girded about with a belt of lea* 
*^ ther, at which hung a fcymetar and dagger, with 
*^a kjiapfack tied behind him like the meaneft fol<» 
*^ dier. I faw him take out from thence hard cruftr 
** of bread, ihaking off the hufjcs of millet which 
^ ftuck to them ^ aad faying, ^ In the name of God/ 
^ eat heartily of the iame« Then he drank water 
*^ out of a leathern bottle hanging by his fide, and. 
^when he had done, he faid,. ^ Praile be to God/' 
** All his^rmy made their repaft at the fame time^. 
^ and in die fame manner, with admirable tempe* 
** ranee, and fucb an order and modefty, as I never 
*♦ few before, neither can I exprefs/* 

When the Prince heard this, he ftood ftill a con- 
fiderable tioK, mufing as one aftonifhed. Then, 
turning tothefeniors and chiefs of the people who 
were prefent, he faid, ** It is neceilary that we fur- 
" render our city to thcfc people ; for they have the 
" fmiles of Heaven. Their Prophet and their law 
^' oblige them to temperance, frugality, obedience^ 
"-and a modeft deportment, Thefe virtues are ccr- 
•* tain ftcps to vifiory and empire* Befides, I have 
** received a tradition from my anceftors, that ap 
* people (hall come out of "Arabia, with a new law 
^ and rdigion, whfch flial) abolifh all that went be- 
^ fere iu They (hall fiibdue Paleftiae and Egypt, 
B 3 ^^and 
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**and fliall build mofques, wherein their prayei^ 
** (hall found like the humming of bees. Their em- 
•^ pire fliall extend from Eaft to Weft, and to the 
*^ extremities of the earth. This is what I have 
** learned from my forefathers, and which, I be- 
** lieve, is now coming to pafs. Therefore it 'will 
^* be in vain to refift thefe men ; for they are invin*- 
** cible by 9 decree from above." 

Thofe that were about him did not approve the 
^xounfelof this wife Nazarene. However, he fent 
to Omar, and obtained favour for himfidt and hift 
family. 

Thou wilt fay I am got wide of the mark of my 
firft difcourfe, which related to myfelf, and not to 
any of the primitive Caliphs : But it is impoffible to 
xeftrain our thoug^hts from roving. Some fay thejp^ 
ban^ together like the links of a chain ; ana that^ 
pne idea being faftened to another in our, memory; 
we mufter them in rank and file, according to thetf 
proper order, when we think, or make reSe^ons » 
God kriOTiVs how it is. This I am fure of, that; 
when I write to my friends, I ftudy not to make ail 
elaborate fpeech or it, as if I were penning an CMra- 
tion ; but, purfuing my firft intention at random^ I 
run on, letting one thought and word beget another. 

But I was teliing thee how great a bungler I was 
at firft, in all the ceremonies and manners of the 
Franks, which differ from thofe of the Eaft. I was 
^ much, to feek in my addrefs, as an afs would be 
to play on a lute, according to theRoman proverb ; 
" yet time and practice rendered all thefe things fami* 
liar and eafy. Now, methinks, I am a thorough- 
paced Nazarene, as to my exterior. I go to the 
Court and the temples, with as much feeming for- 
mality as the Chriftians, whiift, God knows, my 
heart is fomewhere elfe : All my adtions are out of 
their natural byafs, fo long as I am abfent from the* 
ibciety of True Believers. 

In ^ word, I am forced to imitate the fox, which 
creature, wbenit is invironed with the hiintfiiien 
> . and 
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Smd dogs, counterfeits a barking; like the latter, and 
fo pafles undifcovered for one of their company. 

Paxis, 3d of the 961 Mood, '' 
of the Year 1659. 



LETTER II. 

To the Reis Effcndi, or Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

Y AM at this time poflefled with more apprehen* 
JL fions and jealouiies, than an old Infidel ufurer. 
My lodging affefts me with greater melancholy 
tban would a prifon. And my uneafincfe is the (amc 
]wlien I go out of dbors. Every body that meet$ 
me looks either as my accyfex or my Judge : And 
Ibnfie appear as terrible as executioners. By day, 
toiy imaginatir>n torments me lijke' a fuiy^ arid by 
Aight I am affrighted with melancholy vifions. i 
. dream of nothing but racks, wheels, laws, gibbets^ 
and fuch-like inftruments of human cruelty. Or, 
that I am in fome dark dungeon, condemned . to 
more unfufferable tortures, by order of the State ^ 
with Cardinal Mazarine fitting by nie, .like a Spa- 
nifli inquifitor, and, in the moft tyrannical manner| 
threatening mc with pains to which the damnea 
themfelves are wholly ilrangers, if I will not con- 
fefs what I am, and reveal the lecrets with which I 
am intrufted. 

The occafion of thefe terrors which harrafs mm 
flight and day is this : I have, for four or five days 
together,, found myfelf dogged up and down Parrs^ 
by a man whofe face I never faw before iii my lift* 
Let me go where I will, he is always at fpme dif« 
tance from me : If I ftand ftill, fo does he : Or, if 
I turn back, he is quickly at my heels. I have en* 
deavoured, by all the prudent inethodis I could take, 
to drop mm in the crowd of people, or in the 
B 4 duirches ; 
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churches : But all in vain; for ftiU I encounter witfr 
the fame face. He purfues me like my madow^ 
Neither coach nor boat, land or water, houfe or al- 
ley, can refcue me from this fellow's eyes, who is 
more quick-fighted than Argus, and nimbler tharv 
Mescury. He is very cunning dUair this buHnefs^ 
and as dextrous as a juggler; conveying himielt 
when he pleafes out of my nght 5 yet,^ prefently af- 
ter, he is in view again. And, if 1 chance to lofet 
htm in the dark, I am fure to find him not far ftoo) 
my lodging next morning. 

This it is which gives me fb much difhirbance« 
and pierces me with a thoufahd anxieties; For t. 
know not what to conje£tureof this fellow's definK 
Sometimes I think he i^ employed by Cardinal Ma^ 
zarine to watch my motions,, obferve what houfes 
and company I frequent, and trace me in all my 
ai^pointments. And I am ^e more confirmed in 
this fufpicion, when I re&eA on my former iiBpri- 
fonment in this city, and the occauon of it. jBg^ 
iides, when I went yeflerday to fee Eliachim the* 
Jew, this fpack followed me near to the door : Andw 
though I tarried there two full hours, yet, when f. ' 
came out, I had not walked a hundred paces before- 
I^ faw him again, footing it after me m a carelefs- 
manner, with his arms foldbd*, and* his eyes fixed on. 
the ground, as if he knew nothing of the matter.. 
Thefe are convincing circumffcmces that he is fet 
at work by the Cardmal, or fomebod^; clfe^ to dif- 
cover my bufihefs.. .. 

But when* on the other fide, I confider,, tSalr, if 
the Cardinal* fui^Aed m?, he might go a nearer 
way to work, and feize me in my chamber, whe;e 
my letters would Betray me,, this thought vanifhes^j 
and I am at a.}bfs what to think. 
• Then comes into my mind the encounter I had 
once with my SidKan mafter, who flrove to fet the* 
rabble upon me in the flreets of Paris ; but my bet- ^ 
terflars delivered* me out of his and their hands^ 
Whilft^ for aught I know, he drew upon himfelfT 
;di£ mifchief he defigned for mi^^ However, when 

Ire- 
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I lefleA on that paflage, I anr ^>t to think he may 
be now in Paris, and, having by fome accident fecm 
me go in or out of my lodgings, contrives how ta 
revenge bimfelf on me, and ufes this fellow's aifift* 
ance m comparing his ends^ Perhaps, think I, ho^ 
will caufe me to & ftabbed or piftolled at fome con-; 
irenient feafon i or he will find out fome other way, 
leis noify and more malicions, Ct> difpatcb mCr It 
maybenefeeks to intrap me, and render meob- 
noxious to the State. I have a thoufand inu^ina- 
tiom aboQt it, and know not what to eoncluoe. * 1' 
n^ue not myfelf, nor am I careful to prolong a mi« 
jerabk life for my own £&ke^ All that 1 can hope to 
enjoy in this world would come far fhort of tempter- 
nig me to (kreen myfelf from Ac ftroke of deatH^ 
by an adion unworthy of a philofopher and a man» 
But the duty and affeaion I owe to the Grand Sig* 
nsor''^ fovice makes me willing to live tiH I have' 
ac§tiittedm3rfelf of my province wif^ perib& Cucctfs^. 
that fo I may return to Conftantinopk with hor - 
nour : And tnen I care not how foon I poft to that 
unknown world, where 2IV the generations of mor- 
tals take up their eternal reft : hor in this, there ii.^ 
nothing but labour and grief* 

In the meanJtime,.J/know not what conduct t€^^ 
ufe in* thisemergencu; whether I had beftto fpeak* 
to this fellow, or dinemble myfiifpicionsj whether 
it will be (afe to truft this event to the general Pro^ 
vidence, or tofacrifice him that gjves m< fo mucb^: 
difquiet^ and, fo fecure m^. p^ce. I could eafily 
have him difpatched. without any farther noife. Bik 
then my confcience would trouble me with after-^ 
daps, left I ihoalti have murdered a man without 
reafon,. which . is exprefly , forbid by the Alcoran— 
Befides^ 1 fliould always ftand in fear of fome dif-- 
covery ;. tpnrteft I am^ata lofs for want of amp|e'»^ 
inftru£tion» in fuch cafes as thefe. And I am wea** 
ly of mentioning what I have fo often intimated a|- 
ready to the Minifters of the Porte, .:without any di- 
foSt anfWer^ However, I will do what my reafon 

P^SJS?9h^^I^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^0 Deftiny. 
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. Happy Minifter I The aHair^ of this world are 
full or daric windings and meanders ; and we have 
all need of a guide, or a clue, to condtift.tis thro* 
them. May the Omniprefent afliit us, whenever 
we are catched in a knot, or loft in *a labyrinth of 
difficulties. 

Parity 3^ of, die sfffa Moon, 
of the Yeari65f . 



LETTER III. 

Jo Abdel Mekc Muli Omar, Prefidcnt of 
the College of Sciences at Fjtz. ' 

THY venerable difoatch I received with kifles 
and a tranfport ot ioy; I thrice touched tar 
eyelids with the paper of hi^h eftcem, and as often 1 
laid it to my breaft. I broke up the feals with mo- 
defty and reverence, and my greedy eyes devoured 
the lines of p'rofound . wifdom ; the fentenccs and 
aphorifms worthy to be written in letters of gold. 
Then it was I bldl the hour of my nativity, and 
the more happy moment wherein I nrft had the ho- 
nour of thy famili^ity and friendship : Oh, thou 
Tmcere and eximious patron of fuch as love the fci- 
ences ! Renowned for thy learning and probity of 
manners ! Prince of the Alfaqui's and Dodors I 
Crowfi of the fage aflembly of philofophers ! Ora- 
cle of the age ! 

Glory be to God, who has neither beginning nor 
;pd, who alone poflefles the infinite expanfe and 
ife eternal ; who is adbred by the inhabitants of 
Heaven, of Earthy and of. Hell : Beneffiftions on 
Michael, Gabriel, Ifphrael, Ithuriel, J^remiel, 
Hafmariel, and on all the happy Minifters of his 
Divine Majefty ; as alfo on the angel of death. Peace 
to the True Believers on earth, and falvation to the 
devils and dananed, after they have accotopliflittf 
- " - '' their 
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^eir penance in Hdl, and die tenn of wrath OuU 
be expired. 

An univeifal charity dilates my heart ; I embrace 
with love all the creatures of God. This is owinr 
to the feafonable arrival of thy ietter : For, at Ae 
moment when that came, I was plunged in fo deep 
a melancholy^ that I could hardly afford a kind 
, dioueht for anything on earth, and 1 perfe<SUy hated 
myfelf. I have theie fits of fadnefs often, it beings 
an cffe6l of my conftitution. 

At thofe feafons, life appears an infupport^le bur* 
then, and all the buftle and noife of mortals a vain 
£itigue. My fenfes, which, at other times, admi- 
nifter delight and pleafure, are now the inftrument» 
cf anguifh and pain.. Every thing I fee and hear 
difguns me, I abhor my neceflarv food;. Neither 
can the fweeteft odours, or fofteft itrains of mufick,. 
inw me into a better temper: Till fleepeclipfcs 
the ught of my bufy imagination^ and puts out 
every glaring thought. Then my foul takes her re- 
pofe :, And,, ftealing from my body, enters into the 
{hady vale of vifions, and fports with.innocent ideas. 
Thus having diverted mylelf with jumbling morv- 
ftrous eflences together, and- hurling one chimserk 
at another, I return aeain to my body, and, fighing, 
awake, grieved that 1 could not longer ftay in that 
mock worlds where I could have wifhed my refi- 
dence for ever. Thus is my anguifh renewed with 
the morning. Light is more irkfome to me than 
darknefs, and ^e dgy, which brings joy to other 
mortals, is more terrible to me than night, and the 
ftiadow of death.. 

I compjain tq the elements, but they will not hear 
Ctt* regarq me. All nature fcems to laufgh at my af^ 
fli<ftiori,. and thebeaJfeof the field triumph over me.. 
As fo/men, here are none but Infidels, my profef- 
fed enemies, to whom I canvent my forrows : And^ 
J am afbamed to make a woman my Confeflbr, tho^ 
k were my ewn mother, who lives in Paris, and; 
daily f#e8 me./ ^ 

' B4 If^ 
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, If,*. 1(1 tlu3 dolorous i^ondkton^ I prepare myfelf « 
with the accuftomed purifications of the. law, and^ 
addrefe to the Qmnipoien^ I know not where to 

• ^nd him- His ^fieace- is^ unfearchable, and fl]es«> 
from human thought^' Lcall him aloud by his nine.-'i^ 
ty-nine adorable names^ but receive no anfwer. I« 
lepeat his incomprehenlible attributes, but all tonor 
purpofe. In* a wopd-^ I fay and do al) that the lawr 
iQJoins,.. the Prophet coiinfels, holy perfons recom-* 

, nlend, or my own reafon fuggefts, as proper means^ 
to^btaiA the^ faVoifr of Heaven, and a redrefs of my 
calamity: But find no comfort. And, for aught 1? 
know, that Spaniard might as foon be heard, who,^ 
being ignorant what form of prayer to ufe, rehearfecL 
die four-and-twenty letters of toe alphabet, defiring^ 
Qod to form fuch words out of them as heft expre^ 
fed the petitioner's necef&ties^. 

I tell thee, illuftrious Prelate^, affer I am iiiti^ 
with vocal devotiom, . I haverecourfe to contempla-- 
tion» I examine my^paft life,. and find, that I my-^ 
ielf am the ftmroe or my own melancholy, Jn no^r 
ftrifUyKobeyifig the law cif the prop^het, the precepts , 
of the Seniors, and the dilates of. my conicience r: 
And all this, .for the ikke of lavalty. to the Grand'^ 
Sjgnior^ and in confidence to the Mufti's difpenfa-r 
tion. Now I a(iuth«e, whether it be lawfurto com^ 
tnit a thoufaad 'vices, that I may only, acquit my^- 
ftlf fairly ir» one virtue ; or to think,, that, in fuch.-. 
a^cafe, the Mufti has power to diCumul the exprefs^ 
pofitive injua<^ions . of our holy Lawgiver ? istha- 
•mpire of the Faithful to be ferved by the infidelity .> 
ana prophanenefs of Muflulmans, or. the truth ta 
be fupppited by hrp-and^ peijufiesr? 

I treinble to think what a confufion rfltallbe ixL 
whea the Prophet ihalU reproach me^ that I have 
^referred the tayourx>f men to the fnciiles of Heaven. . 
Iknow not what to do* . Oh . that I were in the- 
parching defaJt6^of Lybial Or any of the moft uo- 
frequented (blitudes of Egypt! A com{fAmon. oET 

^ dragons, and other horrid^ haonfters of Africa:! Ra-i 
IbBF than JiUbii fiation, wbicb renders mv life m 
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lidl upon eatth^aml 
quiets of the damneiL 

But,, if this appeals too 
athouebt,- }et me at JeA 
meanm of tfay^flaTcs, or 
Abul Yahyaa^of wl 
^chsLntEttr^ I have 
hopiii^ibRthe hoooiff of 
fpondenoe^ 

Letnoctfaelibertyil 
fadneis difiDOurage. tkee finm 
iiired that» wheaevcr tbou ikalt 
ter,. tbougb I were in the 
oall.me bSck ^ain« 

Faxis, S5tbortiie9dbMDa%. 
of the Year 165)^. 




LETTER nr.. 

To the Kaimacham, 

THESE NasaBeBes-areTcry-fiKtileinnevries^ 
ligion«. Europe is at wiMem^ -avcr-nuis. 
with jtnofiftsous fe^ and herelics^ Evciy.^e pto^ 
^ifaices frefli pretendtfrs.to pfopbeq^t^and divine leve^ 
lation» EiTor is proKficb^. and muMplifs infinite:^ 
ly ; wbilft^ truth renuun» liie-^iameiorflvc^ and m^ 
comprehended in a a few ruks^ 
'. Of late jrears4heie are a fort of people ffsuii^ u|k 
in Endand, Holland^ .Gennany, and odier parts a£^ 
the North^ boaftingoof&aujiew commiffion givea. 
them from Heaven to preacb tbr overlafting tnitb«. 
reform the errors and. vic». of -mankind^ and leatf- 
people the dnly-jnfallibte way to happinefs* Their 
addrefs is plain and iimple, bold" and unifbmiyufine 
BO otb^r ceremonies .OS compliments: in. thcar .diit 
•ottcfe or cairiaee to pfrfons of tbcLsmtteft.i|uaIity^ 
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tfaanto die vulgar, and thoTe of the moft inferior 

rank. 
They IWcthcmfdvts * The true feed, the ofF- 

* fpring ot Jacob, Jews of the promife, Ifraelites 
^ without fraud,' with fuch-like vain titles 3 but by 
Others they are generally called Queers. 

. They fay the ringleader of this people prbfefles 
Umfelr to be theMeffias, bein^, in all parts of his 
body and features of his face, like Jefus the fon of 
Mary : Or, at leaft," it is obfervtd^* that he exa^ly 
jrefembles the portraiture of him which Publius Len- 
tulus fent to the Senate of Rome out of Judsea, 
.l¥hen he was Governor of that province. Hence 
his followers fcruple not to call him ' Jefus, the 
*' beauty of ten thoufand, the only begotten Son of 

• God, the Prophet who is to feal up all things, the 
^ Prince of peace. King of Ifrael, Judge, confola-^ 

• tion, and hope of the world.' 

*^' When lie travels, his difciples attend him bare- 
headed, which^ thou knoweft, is a token of reve- 
rence among the Franks j yet they never uncover ta 
any other mortal. He rides on horfeback, whilft 
they walk on foot before, behind, and on each fide: 
of nim, fpreading their garments in the w?iy thro** 
which he paffesii • Thehodfs'of his beafl "tread only • 
i>n filks or other coftly ftiiffs. And, as they enter 
•any town or city, they 'chant aloud hisppaifes, pro- 
claiming him * The Soft of Pavid, ana heir of thc: 

* divine promifes/ 

'. All bi^ followers prietend to be proj^ets, Bbaftlng^ 
of ftrange illuminations and raptures,^ foretelling 
things to come, and reproaching the vices of Go- 
vernors and the greateft Princes, with ia I^ldn^s. 
which has but few precedents. In a word, they 
.every-where preach that God is faying the founda- 
tion of a new monarchy; which (hall deftroy all 
the reft in the world^ and fhall never have in end. 
itfelf. 

This rives a j(»tlbu(y to the States where they 
Jive, «na ^iaf<>re they are pfetfecuted in all places. 
'i.-^ Yet 
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Vet they appear very ccmftant in tbeir iiififaing% 
dnd tenacious of the doctrines they preach, 

* They feem, in ray opinion, to refemble one of 
our Muflulman feds, who aflfert, that JeftK the 
fon of Mary ihadl return again upon earth ; that he 
Aall marry and be^et children, he anoint King 
of the nations who n^eve in one God, and in this 
^oriaus fiate ihall rti^ forty years ; after which 
he fliall fubdue Antichrift, and then fhall foUoW the 
diifcdntion of.sdl tMng^s. Y^t the Orthodox Be* 
lievers rcjeft this tenet as fabulous. Neither Is there 
any cotmtenance given to it in that verfe of the AI-^ 
coran, where it is faid, ^ Thou Mahomet fhalt fee 

* thy Lord return in the clouds :' Since that only 
intimates the glorious defcent which Mofes, Jefuii, 
and Mahomctmall make fromParadifc, vrith Enochj. 
£lias, and the one hundred twenty-four thoufaoa 
prophets, to ailemble the eled at the day of judg* 
ment. - 

If thou wouldeft haye'my opinion of thefe new 
relifionifts in Europe, and their leader ; I take him 
to be an impoftor» and his followers to be eith«r 
fools or madmen. Even juft fuch another crew as 
thofe who followed Mofeileima, in the days of our 
holy Lawgiver. This was an Arabian impoftor 
who pretended to fet up for a Prophet, and attempt- 
ed to compofe a book like the Alcoran. But he was 
infatuated with a vain arrogance, and there was no 
.truth or elegance in his writings, no juftice on his 
fide, nor utiderftanding in him or his party. To be 
ihort, both he and thfey were all cut to pieces in the 
•vale of Akreb by the troops of Abu-J3acrofladic^ 
the iirft Caliph. 

As to thele modern feduccrs, they arc not men of 
arms, but a herd of filly, iiifignificant people- aimp 
ing rather to heap up riches in obfcurity, than to 
acquire fame by an hcrdick undertakiijg. They arc 
•generally merchants or mechanickSfli and are ob- 
lerved to be very pun'dfaial in their dealings, men <jf 
few words in a bargain, modeft and pmpofcd in 
their dqpottmertt, temperate intheir lives, and ufmg 
*' * . great 
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freal frufflky ia.all thtn^, Ina^word^ thejr 
hgularly induffrious,. fparing m> labour or pains t(x 
ihcreafe tbeir wealth y and fo fuBtle and inventivey 
that they woutd^^if poiSble, extrsb£t gold out o^ 
afhes. Iknow^ none that excel them in thefe cfaa«- 
ladterS) but tKe Jews and the Banians i The former 
teing the craftieft of alTneny and the latter ta fu- 
perlatively cunning,. that they will over<-reach xhc 
deviU 

But theie are no figns of %pme religion.^ .foe 
that only prefcribes the methods of withdrawing, 
and feparatinz the foul from the contagion of earth*- • 
ly things^ and of uniting it tovthe Deity^. which i&- 
K3 foorce;. 

Uluftrious Kaimacliam,lbi4lheeadieu, prayin^,^ 
Aat thou and 'I may at laft meet in that center of ^ 
tilings, after .ouc various epicycles and excurilcms ii& 
tlii$fowecw»icld»s. 

Paris, 1 5th of tii6. J I tE'Mooi^ 
oftheYeari659. 



EETTER V* 

To the feme.. 

IS E N T a difpatch (bme moons paft to the Cz^ 
dilefquier of Komeli^, guardian of the imperial" 
canons^ kiterpreter of the faw& of : equity ;, wherein 
I informed him of the advances that were made in 
order to a peace between France and Spaiy.: Nowr 
I 'can aflure thee, that peace is concluded j .and the , 
articles figoed oiv both fidea by the two Plenipo*-- 
fentiarieff, 

I need not repeat:Wfiat I particularly irfated to-, 
that GraneFee. My letters are all puhlifhedi jn the 
Bivaa, and regiftfererf; Y^ iturilf not be.imwel- 
<ome, perhaps, to thee, to hear with what nicenels 
^, puAoiliQ thefe Infidel Muuifers mcettaacconv-* 
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^(kh an afiair whereon depend the intereft and ho^ 
nour of their jefpe£live mafters, the happinefs of 
the two kingdoms, and the general byafs of all the 
Weft. 

There is a little ifland formed hj the river Bidaf- 
fba, called the Ifle of Pheafants, through the mid* 
die of which a line is drawn, which exadly iepa- 
KUes the territories of both Monarchs.'^ This place 
was agreed on for the interview of the two Minif- 
ters. Each had his brid^ to enter the ifland in that 
part which belonged to his mafter ; and over the line 
of feparation was ereded a large divan or council-* 
room, to be entered only by two private doors, pnci 
out of Cardinal Mazarine's lodgings, raifed on the 
French fide of the council-room ; uie other out o£ 
Don Louis d' Aro's apartment, built on the Spaniilv 
fide. 

• Each-of thefe Minifters was accompanied bvfe^ 
yeral Princes and Go-andees of the Court, and aoove- 
iixty other perfons of quality^ with a guard of foui;: 
hundred horfe and foot to iecure their* bridges an4 
the place of conference. In a word, things weroi 
managedwitb fo much moderation and good Tuccefs^ 
that the Marfhaf de Gramont vras fent Ambafladon 
into Spain, and received at that Court with infinite;, 
civilities and honour. 

The fubjeS of his negotiation was to treat of »*^ 
match between the King,liis maften and the Infan- 
ta of Spain. His conmiA and addrefs -were fuphr 
as foon psocuxedthe C^tholick King's confent : And^ 
from that time the Marfhal a|n>roached the Infanta« 
With more, than or*nary fubmiiEons,. effeeming her 
now as the Queen of France*, Soon after this, th©* 
nuptial contradl and the ^^ace were mutually fign-t 
ed, to the immenfe joy of the fubjcQs of both? 
fides, who were very glad to exchah^ the toils and 
calamities pf war fbr the fweets, ana profits o( 
peace. 

ItwiU-beendlefs toinferthere all the, articles on^ 
which they agreed. Two will.be worth the know^ 
kdk^' of the: fugneme Divan. And thofii are the: 
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releafe of Charles, Duke of Lorrain, on the Spaniih 
King's fide: And, on the part of the King of 
• France, the reftoration of the Prince of Gonde to 
the free pofTeffion and enjoyment of all his eftates, 
honours, digriities, and privileges as the firft PrincQ 
of the royal blood, with the government of the pro- 
vinces OT Bourgoigne and Breile. 

A little before thefe articles were figned, the youngr 
Prince of Spain died fuddenly, not having fecn 
twelve moons. 1 mentioned the birth of this royal 
infant in one of niy letters, and the extraordinary 
folemnities that vvere made thereupon by the K,inQ ' 
6f Spain and his AmbaiTadors at foreign Courts. 
Thefe Infidels appear in all thih^ too paffionatel y 
ii{{e£fced with the glories of our mortal ftate, whicn 
tt die height 'are but tranfient ihadows, orfoit^ie* 
thing .lefs.confiderable. , . 

* I am amazed at the bold rebellion of the Bafla or 
Aleppo, and that he fcould endeavour tp cheat the 
empire with fo ftdean imroftoye ^ a ftiam foti of^ 
Amurath, Yet if fecms nc made a confiderable 
jjrogrefs under this jpretcnce. Some were glad of 
iK)velty, others wfere frightened out of their ajle-^ 
irjance : WhHft only a few fprvcd his intereft in ptirc 
ffifixnit^t and hopes to amend their fortune* Th* 
country people a.re generally oppreiTed by their Go^ 
♦erriors, and it is no wdnder if they tjike up arm9 
for one thatprdmijfes to ddivcr tKem from their ca,- 
lamities. This is the ufiial pretext of all innova- 
tions in the State, The folaiers are alfo defrauded 
of their due pay ; and then they are ready to fight 
under the next General that brings moft money with 
him. f^^either are there wanting malecontents among 
the Grandees, at fuch times, to foment and abet an 
ihfurreftion. ' . . 

All thefe events proceed from the ill condud of 
the fupreme Minifters, who alone arcrefponfible for 
the mifcarriages of the State. 

Illuftrious Kaimacham, the frame of the Ottoman 

OovcmmcAt is out of order i I i^vilh fate does not 

' ' puU 
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^puil it in pieces, as a neocflaiy flep to its affini^ 
cnent. Adieu. 

Paris, *d of die laftMooiiy 
of d.e Vear 1659. 
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TTp.H^met, Reis Effcndi^ Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

' T "^ I S H tliee all imaginable joy of thy new dig- 
JL tiity ; yet queftion whether toou er thy |ve- 
•deceflbr be the happier man^- It is a vaft honour in* 
deed, and attended with immenfe profit, to fenre lA 
^fais ftation the matt high, moft jK)tent, and moft 
Invincible Moiiarch on earth. But, at the fame 
^ime, there is infinite toil and fatigue in it, with 
abundance of perUs, F«rom aU wkick the fortunate 
Muelu is now deliirered, and diey are become th^ 
fX>rtion. 

As for him, I cannot but efteembim happy, in 
|}iat he has got permiffion to retire to his country- 
'feat, out of the croud and noife of the City, and 
from tbe fttfltng bufinc^s of State, which choke 
tWe more innocent and natural delights of the fouK 
Now be is fully reftored to the elements, and to 
■feimfdfj whereas, before, the perpetual hurry of 
the Court made him in part a ftran|;er to both : 
For there a man infenfibly iofes acquaintance with 
bis own moft intimate affedions. • His fpirit is ali^ 
enated amidft the multiplicity' of his concerns ; it 
is ftretched'On the raok^of ten thoufand cares and 
inquietudes I it is divided, fhattered, and rent in 
pieces. 

Befides, were he as free from thefe.diftrafltng 

thoughts as a fantone j yet the very neceffity oT 

living aivrays in a city was enough to render him 

mif^raWe. for I^leem-fuch a cwifincment no beti. 

■*-. >-w..v'.- ter 
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ter than a pcifoa at large, and not tar from hdng" 
buried alive. 

It is true Conftantinople has the advantage of all 
the cities in the world, for the delightftflnefa of its 
iituation ; the houfes being fo plea»ntly intermixed 
with fair gardens, and the itreets refreflied with cold, 
breezes from the fea. It looks at a diftancc like a 
town in a wood : Or one may term it a foreft com* 
pofed of minarets and cyprefles. The terrafics af- 
ford agreeable profpcdls of the neighbouring fields > 
and* mountains; and it is p>ltafant to ftandon the. 
water-fide, . and view the innumerable variety of 
boats and veflels failing from one port to anotner,. 
with all the other divertifements on iihc fea, and tte 
beautiful mixture of palaces and groves, cbtofss and 
gardens^ (eraglio's and villages,, miicli j^ace. the op-^ 
pofite (Iiores. O C^een of cities, Miitrefsof king« « 
doms, glory of nations, Commandrefs and fan Au*> 
ary of the whole earth! Thrice happy (hould I 
count mvfelf, if I mig^thsve the favour to reiide. 
within tny venerable waUs^^and exchange the pol<» 
luted fociety of Infidels for that of True Believers. 

How often do I languiifh to fi% the glittering creff 
cenu, the triumpbtmc enfigns ef the Ottomans, oh 
the tops of the minarets in the Imperial city ! . How 
«ften do I wifh myfelf proftrate on the carpets of 
the facred mof^ues, iik the devout aiTemblies of the^ 
Faithful, adortag the Eternal in the perfe&ton of 
iandtity ! Whereas now I am forced to go into thir 
temple of Idolaters, to kneel and bow down beforr 
ftocks and ftatues> to join feemingly witb Unbe* 
lievers, and pray to thsit which has na life, nor 
ienfe, nor i^wec 

How do I eavy the Blefled^ftate of the meaneft 
artlfan in Conftantinople, wbo daily, feeds on the 
wholefome pilau of the Eaft^ and drtnk$ the delect 
table {herbets, or waters, tindtured with the rich 
£:uits of Greece ? Whereas I am compelled to eat 
meats forbidden by our holy Prophet, « and to render 
my foul execrable by an impure and profane diet» oc 
Xmuflftanre.. Forth^e tfacircumcifed are mor9 

aboonpabla 
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:AomiiiabIe than ravens and vultures, to whom the 
I moft filthy carrion is a dainty. And, to cloke their 
i uncleannos, they corrupt their own Gofpel, and 
forge a toleration from the Meifias himfelf. As if 
that holy Prophet^ who, in every the leaft tittle^ 
lObeyed the law of Mofes, and fet himfelf as an ex-* 
ample for his fdtlowers to imitate, could be guilty 
of contradiding thofe divine precepts, and running 
counter . to hts own {»^ice, in recommending un- 
deannefs and libertinifm. No : Theadmirabk fon 
of Mary was the moft temperate and abftemious man 
in the world, and, both m his. words and actions, 
pireached up thofe virtues to others : having often 
exprefly declared to fais di£:iple8, ^ That he came 
^ not to abgliih die law, but to refine and perfect it/ 
He was circumcifed on the eighth day after his* 
nativity, according to the injundion of mofes, and 
tiK conftant pradice of the fons of Ifraeh In a 
word, througb the whole courfe of his life he ne- 
ver deviated from the traditions of his fathers, die 
Seniors of the houfe of Jacob. 

It is tQie, he frequently argued againft the many 
trivial fupemitions of the Phwfees* vi^o evacuated 
the moie eflential points of the law by faperin- 
ducing a number of infienificant ceremonies : But 
he never c»pened his moutn againft any pofitive pre- 
cept ; fuch M were thofe which limited the choice 
they were to make of meiits, diftineuifhing the im- 
pure frcmi ibe clean. Yet the Ctiriftians delude 
diemfeJveswith a &lfe belief that he gave them a 
difpenfadon to eat any thing without caudon or re- 
fiarvc. 

Hence it is that they defHe themfelves with fwine's 
flefli and creeping things, and blood is in all their 
iifhcs. They fcruple not to eat of that which died of 
itfelf, and banquet as freely with wh^t was knock- 
ei down or flrangled, as we would do with the flefh 
of a bosft that vi'as killed in pronouncing the name 
of God. The fhambles here afford no other provi- 
£011 but iuchiis dits 1 and he that will not cat that 
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which is an abomination to a M ufliilman miiA^-U^ 
contented with herbs. This I reckon as one of the 
greateft of my misfortunes, and it makes me buriv 
with defire toretiOrn to Conftantinople. 

Yet, after all. I fhould think myfelf far more 
happy, if I mi^t have the liberty to fpend the reft 
of my days in my native country : So great an ad"-* 
mirer I am of a rural life and folitude. And it ia 
for this reafon I count thy piedeceflbr a happy many 
in having theprivilege of a (weet retiiement ; where 
he may take DPeathnom the vain importunity and 
buftle of mortals. 

In the mean time, there is a fpecies of felicity in 
thy employment : And thou can'ft not be called mi- 
ferable, fo long as thou acauittef(thyfelf fairly, and 
cnjbyeft the favour of thy Sovereign. 

1 perceive by thy letter, that thou art curious t# 
know the characters of foreisii States, with the va« 
rious interefts o( Nazarene rrinces y the intrigues^ 
of thefc Wcftern Courts ; their overtures of peace 
and war ; and the different laws, roaxims^ana cuf-i 
toms by whic)i the peofde are governed. Thy con- 
ver&tion with Ambafladors at the Porte will furniflt 
thee with abundance of uT<^ul remarks of this kind ; 
But, fmce thou requireft- me to fend my obfei-va^ 
tions, I will heieafter obey thy commanas in fuc« 
ceilive letters } for thisis too large a theme for one 
difpatch. 

At prefent thou mayefl receive and regifler for 
true news, that the peace between France and Spain 
has been figned by both Kings, and folemnly pub-* 
lifhed throughout their territories, with inexpref^ 
£ble joy and magnificence. It £s certaiii aUb, that 
the Kling of Sweden is dead, and the Duke of Om 
leans, uncle to the French King: Which has, in 
fomemeafure, qualified the mirth of the French qn 
this occafion. AfTuredly, human afikirs are*equally 
checquered with good and evil, filifecotnes not to 
us in pure unmixed flreams. Death' keeps an even 
pace, and knbcks as boldly at the gates of^Kings, as 
at the cottages of the meaneft ilaves. 

. It 
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ItiB the part <^ a wife man to bealways itfigncci 
to Bcaveo, and prepared for the worft events : Aa 
for the beff, they never come amifs. 

Paii^ iTtiK^the jdMooOt 
c£dieYdiri66e. 



LETTER VII. 

To Dgnct Oglou. 

SH A L L I converfe with thee as Horace ufcd to 
do with his friends over a glafs of generous 
wine i Let us lay afide mafks for a while, and dif* 
courfe with open fouls. I believe thou hail: as eaual 
i veneration for our holy Prophet as I ; and haiV 
been educated in all the tendernefles of piety^ the 
nicetiesof divine love, as our mollahs are pleafed* 
to call it. We have been both of us careful to rife 
before the fun, and fay our oraifons every mornind[ 
in a demi-trance, that is, half afleep, and half 
awake.* This, no doubt, is a neceflary point of 
piety. And we have been no lefs follicitous in ob- 
ferving the other four hours of prayer. Either of 
^s would have accounted it an irreligious negligence, 
if we had feen a piece 6f paper on the grouna, and 
had not ftooped to take it up, with reverence wipine 
off the dirt, and kifEng the Tabula Rafa, on which 
men ufe to write the name of God. As if it were 
not an equal argument of rcfpe£l to fecure from' 
profanation (licks, fiones, rags, or any thing where- 
on it were poffible to engrave or print the all-myf- 
^rious charaflers : Nay^ or the very fands them- 
fdves, which, as fome fay, were the firil books on 
earth. However, if they were not the firft, we arc 
fure, that, in very early ages, men ufcd to ftamp 
their memoirs, or draw them out in perceptible^ 
^res, on the furface of the earth : Witncft tnc old* 
ffiipwrecked philoibpher^ who, being caft aJDiore on 
3 ^ 
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911 unknown land, foon traced out the mannen dt 
the people, by certain mathematical impreffions 
mrhich he found in the iands : For he concluded 
thefe to be die very footfleps of humanity and virtac 
But^ to return to the bufinefs of religion, we have beejt 
obeoient to the inftrudions of our fathers and tutors, 
zealous in obfervine every pun£tilio of traditional pi«»^ 
tty^'We have fafted^prayred, waflied,and given almsi^" 
at the appointed feafons, and in the manner prefer!- 
bed by the law. All thefe, I own, are commendable 
exercifes : But, methinks, they are not the folid and 
fubftantial parts'of true religion. I hate hypocrify 
and the devout wantonnefs of fome who -think to 
mcKlk God with ceremonies and empty forms. It 
were much hetter to mix with the idolatrous rites of 
Sacchus [if they deferve that epithet) and rant in 
honour ot eternal wine;, talk reputed blaibhemv. 
and reform the model of the univerfe ; I fay, 1 would 
<:hufe to do all this and more, rather than cheat my^ 
ielf with empty hopesof ^inin^ Paradife, for a&in^^ 
to the life the (hams of pious mimickry. 

I would not have thee think that what I ha^re now 
laid proceeds from any contempt of the Eternal Ma-* 

Ay thofe fair heavens ahove, and all- the immortal 
fpangles of the fky, I fwear there is not a faculty 
m Mahmut's foul which is not filled with eratitude 
and veneration, which does not burn with flames 
of /acred love to the adorable fountain of all thinsrs* 
In a wx^rd, I .only ffaive to refcue my friend from the 
attempts of pious frauds., and the religious burlefques 
of our Moltahs and Mufti^s. 

Believe me, dear Dgnet, that there is a God. ^ 
iirfl Caufe, a jufl Judge prefiding over the world; 
Believe alfo his Prophet, the holy, the beloved Ma- 
Jpmet, the minion, as I may fay, of the Omnipo* 
fent. But have fome faith alfo for the reit ot his 
meflengers and favourites. Let not Hali b^ thought 
of without fome inward flurries of devotion. He 
was a MufTulman, and the fourth Caliph, though 
Jtiis followers be damned heretidLS in our divini^* 
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i Had right taken place^ perhaps he had been the firffc 
of the Vicars^ but his .cauie was fufpendedhy his 
abfence. Let him and that reft till the final ii^gui- 
£tion. And acknowledge that I have faid too little 
for a Schiai, and not too much for a Sunni. 

I, know no reafon alfou why we fhould not rere- 
rence the memories of IVIercu^, Orpheus, Cadmus, 
Meliflus, Faunus, and the reft of the ancient Sages 
and Lawgivers, who inftruded the nations of the 
earth in the myfteries of religion, taught them to 
adore one fupreme God, to beliere the immortality 
of the foul, and to pradiife good works. 

Whattho* the ceremonies of their worfhip were 
different from ours, and, perhaps, polluted with ah 
unjuftifiabie adoration of images r What though 
their aJtais reeked with the blood of flain beafts, and 
femetimes fmoked even with human facrifices ? 
Thefe. barbarous rites were not inftituted by the 
£rft oracles of religion, illuminated fouls, nuncio's 
from God to this lower world : Biit they were after- 
wards fuperindiiced, through the corruption of 
times, the avarice of priefts, and the fuperftition of 
the people. And, for aught we know, our own h ifto« 
nans have not b^n impartial in rebting the truth. 

There is an innate envy between peof)le of diiFe« 
rent families and nations. Both we and our fathers, 
that defcend from Abraham by Ifmael, and the 
Jews, who are his pofterity by Ifaac, have been too 
&vourable to the oflFspring of that beloved of God. 
We generally jcntertam and cheriih a fpecifick pride 
on the fcore of our illuftrious pedigree ; efpecially 
the Jews, who will not aUow any people on earth 
to be their equals, either in point or antiquity, the 
nobility of their race, or the innumerable multitude 
of their brethren. Whereas they comfider not, that; 
they are difperfed up and «down over the whole 
earth, like iheep without aihepherd ; not permitted 
lx> poflefs a cubit of land, which thev can call their 
owQ : Contemned, hated,' and made a proverbial 
feoff among all nations : Infamous vagabonds, lifu^ 
lers, ilaves, and .pimps to other men's pleafures jii 

VouVL C Men 
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Men of no fame or charai£br : Finally^ in their prt-^ 
ieiit circumilances, the moft fpurioUs and ignoble 
'«of all the Tons of Adam, except theKafars orEthi- 
opia, who feed on the guts and dung of beafts. . 

It is true, indeed, their anceftors made a coiifi- 
-derabie figure in the world, in the days of Solomon 
and other vifSiorioas Kin|;5, during tndr poieffion 
of Paleftine. And yet, m diofe very times, they 
were often himibled and led away into captivity by 
the more fortunale Kings of Baovlon, Periia, and. 
JVflyria ; and afterwards fubdued py the Grecians^ 
till, at lafl, they were totally ruined, their cities 
Said wafte, their temple burnt to a(hes,*and their 
country xiuite difpcopled by the Romans.. 

If we afcend jet higher to their celebrated mi- 
gration out of Efypt, of which their own luilorians 
make fucb a noite, and tell fo many fabulous won- 
ders, we ihall find a rerv mean and contemptible 
character given of them oy Egyptian writers^ and 
thofe of other nations, men of as great authority as 
Jofephus, or any other Jewiih hiftorians. Manetnos;* 
a pnefl of Egypt, calls them a crew of leprous and 
fiafly people, and fays they were expelled .the coun* 
try by Amenophis, then reigning, and driven into 
Syria ; their Captain being Mofes, an Egyptian 
prieft. A like relation we have from Chaeremon, aa. 
author of good credit among the Greeks, who tells 
its that, in the reign of Amenophis. two hundred 
and fifty thcMifand lepers were forcibly banifhed out 
of Egypt, under the conduft of Tifimcn and Pete* 
feth (i.e. Mofes and Aaron.) And, though other 
writers differ in the name of the King then reigning 
in Egypt, yet all agree in aflerting the Ifraelites to 
be a naily tort of people, Over-run with fcabs and 
infeftious boils, and that they were efbeemed the 
fcum and filth of the nation. Tacitus, a Roman 
writer, of unqueflLonable authority, adds, that Mo- 
fes, one of the exiled lepers, being a man of wit and 
reputation among them, when he faw the grief ^nd 
confufion of his brethren, bid thcnd be of good 
^eer, and neither truil the Gods or men of Egypt, . 
5 hut 
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^Ht only confide in him, and obey his counfcl : Fo^ 

! that he wa« fent from Heaven to be their €x>nd«6h)r 

i out of this calamity, and to proted them from all 

I dieir enemies. U^n which tne people^ not know* 

kig -what courfe to take, fuFrendered themfehcs 

wholly to his difpofal ; from which time he became 

their Captain and Law-giver, leading them through 

iSmc defarts c^ Arabia, where they committed great 

rapine and fpoil, puttiog man, woman« and child 

to die fword, burning their cities, and laying all 

things defoiate. Dear Dgnet, what could be faid 

wor& of a company of robbers and bajiditti ? 

. A^D^es is gone to Paradife, and, when I mention 
kfs name, it is with a profound Tcvcrenoe; for he 
was the greateft of the ancient Prophets. Yet, give 
Xhc leave to have Ibme regard for my own reafon . He 
was but a mortal as well as I ; and without doubt 
was not exempt from human frailties. He had ^e 
advantage to be educated ih the college of the roy.il 

* Pricfts at Memphis, which none of his nation could 
boaft of 4>efides himielf. ; Suffer mc to tell thee my 
thoughts frankly and without dffguife. Magick 
and aflxolo^ were the onhy fdence^i then in vogue : 
And, he beiijg Mrf€£Uy terfed in all the myfteries 
and fecrets or Egyptian wifdom, it was no hard tafic 
for him to poilefs the rudeand ignorant fons of JacAb 
vridi a profound attachment and veneration for his 

• perfon; and, in that diilref&d condition, to mould 
their flexible i|^irits to what difcipline he pleafed. 

Siifpe^me not fQr an Infidel oi* dn Atheift, be-- 
caufe I dl&ouffe with this freedom. I have heard 
fome of our MoUahs fay a p;reat deal more in their . 
private converfation. And it is a fuperftitious ti* 
moFOufheis not to be bold in the exercifc of our 
Teafon, which taught even the Prophet Mofes him- 
Iblf the method of conqueft, and getting a fame . 
which fhould have no end, 

1 am not ambitious, nor would I tempt thee to- 

afpire at an undue grandeurs But let u6 not be iefs 

than ourfel ves, that is, men* There is no reafon we 

Ihould be impofedupon by fabulous -reports of io- 

C a tcreft. 
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tereftcd and defigjiiug writers : Or that we fiioiiJd^. 
^ivc faith ta every credulous fool. Doubtlefs there 
were many nations eflablifhed on earth before tiie 
Ifraelites ; and great Prophets, who were not of th« " 
lineage of Abraham. The date of the. olyn»piads 
is much more certain to a day, nay, to an hour, 
than the hegira of the Kraelites ; fince the fonner 
is demonftrated by the eclipfes of the fun and moony 
interwoven by the Gentile hiftorians in the body of" 
their hiftory ; whereas the latter is defedive in this 
material point, and is expofed to a thoufand difputes 
among writers. 

My friend, let not thou and I trouble ourfelves 
wrth ncedlefs controvjerfies, or. be zealous for things 
of no moment -, but, adoring one God, and be- 
lieving what is rational, we may poflefs our fouls in 
tranquillity and peace. 

Paris, 1 1 th of the 5tlx Moon, 
of the Year 1660. 



LETTER VIIL 
To the Kaimacham. 

AT length, after a long alienation, the Prince 
of Gonde is reftored to the King'^ fiivour : For 
which he is obliged to the King of Spain. I have 
already intimated, in one of my letters, that this 
was agreed on in the treaty of peace between thefe 
two Crowns, as an article equivalent to that of tiie' 
Duke of Lorrain's releafe, follicited by the King 
of France. Now it is put in execution, and the 
rebel Prince is received with abundance of careffes 
by the King, Queen-Mother, Cardinal Mazarihe, 
and the whole Court. 

He is counted the valianteft man of this age ; and 
was fo pronounced long ago by the Marffid Tu- 
renne, who is a foldier of no mean chara6ter, bqth 
for his judgment and courage. He was once ex-/ 

uemely 
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tFcmely beIove.d by all the Frencb ; but bis wild- . 
nefs and inconftancy, with thedeftrudive efFedbs of 
the civil wars whicn he raifed^ changed their affec- 
tions, for a while, into indifierence, coldnefs, an4 
ill-i^il]. But now all is well again. 

He and his brother the Prince of Conti leldotn 
aga^^, beingj often the heads of contrary parties^ 
during the minority of this King ; and, the younger 
being crump-fliouldcred, Conde ufed to be a little 
iarcaftick upon him, threatening to (have his un- 
ccmrtly back into the fafhion with his fword. 

It is certain the Prince of Conde was very wild 
and profufe when young, but now he begins to talca 
Ibberer meafures. During his father's life, he was 
called the Dulce of Enguien ; and, to reflex on the 
parfiraonyof the old Prince, he lifed to take feveraj^ 
handfiils of |;old with one hand and fill a purfe, fay- 
ing, * This 18 my father's practice.' Then he would 
turn the purfe upfide dpwn with the other hand. 
and, fcattering the cold among his favourites, would 
add, * This is my humour.* 

Once, as he was pafling on foot through a town 
in^ France under his father's government, the chief 
Magiih^te of the place, who was an old man, met 
hin:i9 and began to make an oration with the beflr 
rhet<5rick that he could. But the Prince, b^jing in 
a frolickfome humour, took advantage of a very To vr 
conge the old Gentleman made hrm, and lenped 
over his head, and flood ilill behind him. The Ma- 
giflrate, not takine any notice of this wild prank, 
turned very gravely aoout, and addrefied himfelf 
with a new ot^ifance*, but not fo low as the formen 
However, the nimble Prince catched him upon the 
half- bent, and, ie. ti n g his hand upoi> the old Mon- 
lieur's fhoulders, whipped ov6r again the fecond 
time 5 which auite fooiied his intended fpeech, to 
the great diverlion of all the fpeftators. 

In his youth he was much aadicSed to women^ and 

took a peculiar delight in debauching nuns ; wHich 

occafioned the Queen- Mother to refleft on hini 

fomething fatyricaTly once, when he informed her, 

C 3 that 
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that the Swifs fddieis were eutlty of great <liibrciei9% 
(bme of them getting into «>e nunneries and vio« 
hting the chaltityofthofejconfecrated females, Foi 
the Qiieen replied, * If you had told me they broki 

* into the wine-e^rlbirs, I would believe you j foe 

* the Swilfes are all known drunLards« But^ as for 

* amours with nuns, none is fo likely to make tb$n^ 
' as the Duke of Rnguien/ 

However, all that I have fafd hinders not buA 
chat he is now a prudent man^ a ^ood General, aa4 
fortunate in recovering bis Sovereign's favour. 

la a word, this Court is fo overioyed at thje mar-- 
^fage of the King with the Infanta of Spain, tliat thev 
have no room left for peevifh refentments. All 
(rimes are forgiven ; 9na the Devil himfeif would 
be welcome at the wedding,, provided he would bo 
^cbonnair and good compaay. 

The nuptiaU are oioly c(Uebrated Wpfoxy as j^ett 
txvLt vafl: prepai-^tions are making m oosnplctmg 
<he ceremony. 

What the liTue of this marriage 2fid peace will 
be,, it is not eafy to divine : J^t^ I doubt, the 
Chciftians are hatching evil againu tbe OttoQlia^ 
Porte, ini^gard all the fiinces in Europe app ccmiiijK 
^ aa ^reement. 

lUttltrious Kaimacham^ t^et not tltis mtknatiQA 

Efs away as a drean»« lor I tell tbee again tbej^ 
fidels are plotting of milchief^ 

Pans, ift^fth?7thMooB, 



i^ETTER IX. 

To the fs^me* 

IBdieycthou wilt now receive from me the earfieft 
news of j4. mighty change, a furprifing revolu* 
tion in the Engliih government. Know t£en> that. 
he whom I h&vc fo often meatione4 under tibe title 
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' King of the ScoCs^ in my forma* kttcrs, the eldelV 
A and rightful heir or the Britifli kingdoms^ 
liarles II, is reftored tothe throne of his father^ 
thout violence or bloodflied, by the usaniiBout. 
\fcnt and earneft defire of his fubje£ls. 
This young Prince has been an exile for twelve 
^ ears in foreign Court; , and has heard of as many 
^ieveral alterations in the fta;e of his dominions^ 
. during his abfence ; every change producing a netv^ 
- ferm of government. The rebels had run over all 
Ariftotle's politics, and the various models of Plate 
and other philofophers,, who treated of common'^ 
wealths, to find out fuch patterns as beft fuited witiv 
die neceffities and genius of that natioiu There v^ 
not a fpccies of aridocracy^ democracy, and oli- 
garchy, which they did not put ih practice, to fup* 
port tne frame of that Government, wbofe Infis they 
md moved f for it.Was founded on a monarchy of a^ 
l^nf and heitditary deicoit. And therefore all 
their moft artificial confrtvanees. wttc ineffieflualv. 
«nd diey might as well have endeavenired to make- 
-butcrcfles for a caftle in the air. In a word, the 
Endtfh found themlelveft fo disjoiated and weaken-- 
cd by civil ware, taxes^ and the other ufiiat etk&» 
vf uiitrpation and tyranny, that they bad no other 
way left to fave tbetr naticm from utter ruin, fcyit byr 
brinring their liwful Kin^ back a€ttn,who is the. 
angtnar ftone whereon all their wel&re and-ittttrtft- . 
is built. 

There is one thing remarkable ih this turn of the 
Engliih aiFairs, that their Sovereign landed" and*, 
made his triumphant entry into that ifland, on the 
anniverfary day of his birth. Which put^ me in^ 
Blind of what is generally difcourfed here at Paris^ 
that on the day of his nativity there was feen a bright 
ftar in the heavens, when the fun was juft above the 
meridian. From hence the aftroloeers of thofe times^ 
predicted great things concerning him. And thofe oT 
the prefeni age, wli^ have feen his fortune to returni 
to his kingdoms, prefage yet greater events to come.. 
Qod only knows what embryo^s are in the womb: 
C 4 o£ 
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of ftiturity ; and we MufiUlmans have no reafoit tB 

rejoxe at the grandeur of any of thefe Infidel Princes; 
yet, fuch a fign as that of a ftar appearing s-t noon^ 
day, juft over tbeplaee Where a mighty Queen 'Vf^ 
in labour with a Prince, has fomettiing in it extra-? 
ordinary, and full of promifing circumftances. It 
was aa appearance of this nature which rendered ^e 
birth of the Meffias fo illuflrious, though otherwife 
obfcure enough $ when the Eailern Magi, dire&ed 
by fuch a ftar, came and found Mary, the mother 
x>t Jefus, in a ftabk, and the infant Prophet lying in 
^ manger inftead of a cradle. So we are tola, th^t 
eclipfes of the fun portend the misfortune or. death 
of great p:^ribnages \ and that all other prodigies, 
whether in heaven or earth, have their proper figni- 
^cation.. 

But, whether thefe obfervations be true or.no, it 
is certain this I?(e baoiihed Prince is returned With 
abundance of fplendor and advantage to his native 
royal pofleilions. And. I thought it would foe a 

frand negle^ in me to let one poihday pafs bef<H« 
gave thee an account pf a revolution lo aftoniib- 
ipg to all Europe, and which is likely ito give a nevir 
^urn to the affairs of moft Chriftian Princes and States% 
. Befides^ I know there is ah Ambal&dof from Eng*- 
land f eliding at the Auguft Porte, )vhicb deterniiwes 
the quarrels of aU the natioois pit ^rth< There aur 
alfo abundance of f^ngljlh mer4^hat^s in the Impe- 
rial city. They may have feuds among one another. 
The intereft of fome of them is joined with that cf 
theEnglifli rebels ; others are for their King. There- 
fore, knowing of his rcftoration, thou wilt be better 
iible to adjuft all matters of this nature, acccrding 
toreafon, equity, and the honour of the majefticfc 
Porte. For this King makes already a greater figuiv 
than any of his progenitors}, and. therefore bis friend- 
ihip is not to be contemned. 

The care of thefe things reft on thee, who art the 
Vicar^s Vicar of the Vicegerent of God. 

P^ri$, 3d of the 7th Mbo», ^ 

4>f the Year 1660. LET* 
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LETTER X. 

To Mehemet, an exiled Eunuch, at C^io» 
in Egypt. 

OH that I were in one of the pyramids near die 
city where thou rcfideft, mut up in tremen- 
dous darknefs, in the moft obfcure and horrible 
vault of the royal pile'! That I might converfe with 
the ghofts of Egyptian Kings, hug dxmons in my 
arms, and run tne gerit with hobgoblins, and all 
the fpirits of the night, round the tomb of Cheops, 
or up and down the difmal galleries, or in the neft 
of bats, /creech-owls, harpies, and the reft of the 
winged monflers, the excrementitious fpawn of hu- 
man fouls, or at leaft the fuperfoetation of pickled 
carcafes, repofited there for eternal mummies^ fonie 
of them before Noah's flood, and the reft after, if 
the ftory be true. God knows.whether it be or no : 
That is nothine to me : But I have a ftrong incli- 
nation to try wnat I can find in thofe antique mo- 
numents, after all the fearch of fo many traveller?. 
I have a fpecifick fort of a melancholy about me, 
which cannot be vented any other way than by keep- 
ing company with the dead, or having ten hundred 
thoufana ugly rampant fpirits dancing their infernal 
meafures about m?, ana grinning like baboons of 
hell. Oh, God ! how it would fct me a laughing ! 
An entertainment of this nature would eafc my 
fpJcfen, and reftore me to a good humour. 

Are there no beings extant but thofe which are 
every day expofed to our fenfes ? Or is Nature 
poorer than the imagination of a mortal, which can 
for^ the ideas of an infinity of creatures that he ne- 
ver faw ? I am cloyed with the crambo of objedts and . 
joys which thefe narrow elements afford, and there- 
fore would grope out fome new and untried world, 
to find refremment in. 

But, oh, my Mehemet, when I look toward the 

heaven", and Ickold the moon and ftars ; when my 

C 5 cyr 
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eye is loft in the boundlefs firmament, and my foi^I 
can find no limits to the univerfe -, then I fink into 
myfelf, fuPl of bumiliiy and confufion, b<pqaufe I 
^have ijvvriou/Iy reproached the Omnifiotcnt, and 
caft obloquies on his works.. For all things appeajr^ 
admirably beautiful and perfed, and the leaft atom 
is Urge enough to afford apartments for a thoafiuad 
fouls. Every thing in nature is pregnant and full o£" 
pleafing wonders : Yet I cannot be free from tbefe- , 
Xiypochondriack fits at certain feaJbns. I am fome^ 
times the faddeft and mofl melancholy man in the 
world. I take all things by the wrong handle, looJc 
on them through falfe opticka, and yetperfuademy^ 
felf I am in the right, and fee them m their true 
complexion. Such is the fatal fophiftry of this black 
and fudden paffion ; it takes away the guft and relif}»* 
of the fweeteft enjoyments. And, if the contagion 
could pofEbly find admittance among the blefled 
above, furely, it woulff render their Paradifc a Hell^ 
and would afford fome ground for the fiiSion of the 
ancient poets, who brought up the ufe of Nepenthe 
among the Gods, to appeafe their cboter, and put 
them m a good humour. 

I know not what that drink was : But I tell thee my 
Nepenthe is a elafs of good Langu6doc wine, whicn 
is as rich, anafar more delicious than the wine of 
Tcnedos and Mitylene. I once could boaft* of ano*^ 
ther method to fubdue my melancholy, by giving bat- 
tle to my thoughts in the open field ;, but now I am 
fain to have recourfe to ftratagems and ambufcades^ 
trapanning the ugly hideous monflers out of their 
ftrong retrenchments and faftneiles in the fpleen^ 
by generous frolicks with wine, women, and mu^ 
fick. I bury all care in profound fleep; the efFefl: 
of brifk ana free drinking : And then I awake as^ 
meriy as a lark i as young as if I had been in Me- 
dea's cauldron 

What fignifies it to pretend fanAity itt our wordr 
and exterior carriage, whilfl„ at the fame time,^ we 
are ready to burfl with malice, pride, ambition, ava- 
rice, and a tboufand more vices I Whereas wine„ 
^ feafonabl]^ 
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feafonaUy drank^ cures all dide diflempers of die^ 
ibul, mates a raUer liberal^ a cniel man tender, a. 
fpiteful fellow kind; mdts iUflFand hau^ty fpirits- 
mto a wcmderfnl fofdiefr and complailaace : In finCy. 
k makes a lamb of a lion, and changes a TultufC 
into a dove, purifying and transfixming fouls into ^ 
temper wholly divine. 

Why then fhoidd we he tied to laws of monlitVy. 
never pradifed hy thofe iRrtM> made them ? All ne: 
philofophers were boon companions, and our hoJy 
Prophet himfelf privately drank the juice of the: 
grape. Our Emperors and Grandees do die fiune.. 
nrhe only reafon why they forbid it to their fubjefts 
is, left they fhoukt- gj-ow too wife, and fhive to 
Aake off the yoke ! For wine elevates the fpirits,. 
•imlK>Idens the heart, and transforms a flave mto a 
IxHrd, in his owh conceit. For want of this liquor,, 
all nations, where the vine grows not, have found- 
out one beverage or another, as efficacious to relieve 
melancholy, and di^ive away fbrrow from the heart.. 
The Chinefe make wine of rice. In my country 
Aey have another intoxicating drink compounded 
witn certain roots. The fame is ufcd in feme parts 
of Perfia; In thefcWeftern provinces, they brew 
divers forts of flrong liquors of wheat, barley, ho- 
ney, melafles^ and other in^edrents. And they 
make wine ot apples, pears, cherries, currants, and' 
tCixA fruits that grow, I tell thee, my friend, there is. 
no living, unlefs we fbmetimes give nature a new 
ferment, to roufe her from her lees. 

Yet, let us prailife a due mediocrity, remember- 
ing that God gave us thefe things for our health and* 
Tetreflnnent, md, not for our bane. Ina word^ Rie.- 
hemet, let us be merry and v^tft; 

Fari», »6thof the StkM&oli, 
o£ the Year 1 660. 
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LETTER XL 

ToJHiamct, Rcis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

IHA V£ taken Tome pains, turned over a great 
. many memoirs of old Courtiers, and conveHed 
ivith not a few now livine, who can remember the 
days of Henry IV. that fo I may comply ivith thy 
order, and oblige thee with fome remarks on the life 
of that Prince, who, though he had but a little 
body, yet, like another Alexander, had fo vaft ^ 
foul, and performed fuch illuftrious a<^ions, as de^ 
fervedly fattened on him the tide of Great, and 
made him be efteemed the arbiter of all Europe. 

It is obferved of him, that he was^ always unfor^ 
tunate in his ^ivives ; yet they relate a pretty pa/]age 
of his firft wife, Margaret of Valois, which feeras 
to contradi£l that remark. 

He was then a Proteftant, and only King of Na- 
varre, when the famous maflacre of Paris was com- 
mitted, with defign to murder him among the reil 
of his religion. But, being aware of this, when he 
heard the aflaffins making towards his chamber, 
where he fat with the Queen, he hid himfelf under 
her garments, as flic fat in her chair. The villains^ * 
rufhing in, aflced for the King : She, with a great 
aflurance of fpirit, told them, * He went out from 

• her in a paffion.' They, feeming fatisfied, went 
away, without doing any farther hurt. Which oc*- 
cafioned a common jeft, * That Queen. Margaret^s 

* fmock faved King Henry's life.' 

This woman was called the Minerva and Venus 
of France, on the fcore of. her learning and amours, 
never denying any thing to her lovers,, and being 
feldom without men of icience in her company. In 
a word, Kine Henry looked upon himfelf as a noted 
cuckold, and lb gave her a bill of divorce. Her own 

mother^ 
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mother, Cathaiine de Medicis, wste called * the 
' fourth fury of hell/ 

It is iiecorded of this Ladyr, that fte pradlifed 
much with wizards and magicians, who, in an iit- 
chanted, glafs, ihewed her who fhould' reign in 
France for the time to come. Firft, appeared this 
Henry IV, then Lewis XIII, next Lewis XIV, and, * 
after nim, a pack of Jefuits, who (hould abolilh the 
monarchy, and govern the nation themfelvee. This 
glafs is to be fcen in the King's palace to this day. 

As for Henry TV's fecond wife, it is faid he never 
enjoyed abeaceable hour with her, but when fhe was 
afleep. They often fought together, and flie (pared 
not, fometimes, to beat and fcratch him, even in his 
bed, fo that he has been forced to quit the field, and 
take fan6luary in another chamber^ This Prince 
was taxed with ingratitude towards his moft faith- 
ful fervants, and want of liberality to all. It was "^ 
common faying of his predeceflbr Henry III, * that 

* he fliared his kingdom with his loyal fervants and 

* friends.* But Henry IV. loved not to part with 
any thing which he could handfothely keep. 

Yet he was very obliging to his miftreffes, and 
his paffion for them carried him into many irregu- 
lariti^. He was fo deeply inamoured of one, that, 
to enjoy her, he figned a promife of marriage to her 
with bis own blood, which one of his favourites 
feeing, tore the paper in pieces. The King, being 
incenfed at that, fwore by the belly of St. Gris, an 
ordinary oath with him, that this perfon was mad* 
' Yes,' replied he, ' but I wifli I were the only mad- 
' man in the kingdom.' Thereby refleding on the 
King's extravagancy. Another time he gave fifty 
thoufand crowns for one night's enjoyment of a 
Lady. 

I naYC many years ago fpoke of the death of this 
Prince, in my letters to the Minifters of the Porte, 
Now I will acqujunt theie with one circumftahce, 
te which -I was then a ftranger. 

It happcnjcd, that the Viceroy of Navarre was 
Waking with feveral Nobles m the meadows of 

Bearn, 
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Beam* a town iindfr hsajurifdidion iraDied by the 

river Pa«. When, on a fudden, all the cows (of 

which there was a g;reat number in tfaofe fields) ran. 

.violently into the river, andwese there drowned •• 

The Viceroy, being aftoniihed at thiy, as at a prodi-^ 

SY, writ down the day and hour When it happened^ 

which proved exa£Uy the very fame time, toami- 

. nute, when Henry iV, was ftabbed in his^ coach by 

Ravaillac; as the Viceroy was foon certified, b^ 

^rfpatches which he received from the Court, con* 

. . taining intelligence of that tragedy. 

All this may be pure chance, tor aught I know ^ 
but there are abunoance of fymptoms <^ fomething: 
elfe. As for man, he is wholly a ftranger to him* 
felf, and the fecret operations of his own foul are 
hid from him. How then can he know the natures. 
. of other things, or be familiarly acouainted with the. 
occult difpofitionis of beafls ? The leaft worm or in- 
fe6k bafSes our fevereft icrutiny, and we are toft in; 
the fpeculation of their embryo's. The moft filent 
and manimate beings proclaim aloud the folly c^ oujr 
boafted fcience : Every atom in nature ridicules our 
belt philofophy. Who then will pretend to unridU 
die the more uncommon myfteries of Providence, or 
trace the footfteps of eternal Deftiny i Hiftorians^ 
fpeak varioufly of this parricide. Some fay the viU 
lain was approved of at the Court of Rome, an* 
that he was there ranked among the martyrs. It is 
certain he underwent as horrible a death- as the wit. 
of man could invent, to punifh his matehlefs trea- 
. fon« And, it feems, the Judges that examined him. 
were either afraid or afhamed: to divulge what the^ 
heard from his mouth : Obliging tbemfelves, by an- 
oath, to eternal fecrecy. RavaiUae himfelf owned 
that he had twice before attempted to kill the Kinsf^ 
but was thruft back by one of his Nobles, who fuf- 
•peded fome ill defign in his boksr 

Sage Hamet, May God preferve our dorious Sul- 
tan from the rage of mutineers, from a Jewiih phy- 
fioian> and from the common difafters of humane 

fifc. 
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fife« Aiid the care of his attendants will prerent 
the fudden ftrokes of a defperate aflaffin^ 

Paris, %sih oftiie 8th Mooo^ 
•f the Year i6^«r 



LETTER XIL 
To Muftapha> Berber Agar 

THIS city is now as full of noife and lights^ 
as fome cities of Aiia are at an eclipfe of th^ 
moon, or as Conftantinople is during' ttie faft of 
Ramadan. It is near midnight, and yet here is fucir 
a medley of noifes, compounded of the loud accla- 
mations of mortals, the riirging of bells, beat of 
drums, found of (xumpets, ana other mufical in-^ 
' ftruments, with the thunder of (ky-rbckets, guns, 
' and other fire-works, that a body would think one's* 
, felf ift a battle >or a uege. 

Theoccaiion of all this is the publick entry of 
the new-married King and Queen, it being the firft 
time they havfe iecn Paris fmce the nuptials. Nei- 
ther my tongue or pen are able to exprefs, to the Jifct, 
Ac inimitable pomp and magnificence that have ap- 
peared toyday in the royal train, and in the prepara- 
tions which the city made to receive them. The 
luftre of gold, filver, and precious ftones, dazzled 
one's eyes from all parts, and I could have wifhed 
for a MuiTulman army, to have been at the plunder 
of fuch immenfe riches. Yet there were forty thou- 
£uid of the citizens, the King's guards in arms, to 
augment the glory of the day. . 

The Monarch, with his roval Spoufe, appeared 
feated on a majeftick thrpne, all glittering. with eold 
and diamoilds. It was raifed on high, and there 
were feveral fleps, or decrees, to afcend up to it. 
On thefe wete placed the rrinces of the Blood, the 
. Dttkea and Peers (^UieirealBi) with x^tber Grandees 

and 
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and Nobles, as alfo PrincefTes, Duchefles, and La- 
dies of the firft Quality. 

It was at the foot of this throne there "were made 
innumerable fpeeches, and congratulatory addrefTes 
by the priefts and monks of allorders, by the ftu- 
dents in the Academy, and by the feveral compa- 
nies of tradefmen. But, that which is moft furpri- 
fing, a certain ftrange maid uttered feveral orations 
ki Latin, Greek, ' rrench, and Splnifh, wherein 
(he magnified the King's heroick undertakings, bis 
wonderful fuccefTes, and great wifdom and courage, 
with other virtues, which flic made the. fu bjecSl of 
her panecyrick. Shd alfo no left extolled the Queen's 
matchleis beauty, the greatnefs of her birtli, the 
royal endowments of her mind ; and concluded with 
renewing on the ioy of all Europe, for this illuf- 
trious match, and alliance of two of the moft po- 
tent Crowns in Chriftendom. 

She delivered herfelf . with fuch ah incomparable 
grace and modefty, as drew the eyes and ears of all 
that were pefent. And it is faid the King was ex- 
tremely pleafed with her ; much more the Queen, 
who had never before encountered fo learned a fe- 
male. 

The French Ladies have for many years applied 
themfelves to the flud^ of languages and philoiophy. 
But it is not fo in Spain, where the men are too n- 
gorous to the fair, to allow them that liberty. They 
are as morofe to women as the Moors, from whom a 
great part of that nation are faid to defcend. Every 
country in Europe has fufFered mighty dianges by 
the incurflons and conquefls of the Moors, Goths, 
Huns, and Vandals. So that it is too difficult to 
trace the original of any people in fuch a hotch- 
potch of foreign blood : rieither have they any cane 
of their genealogies, as we Arabians have in the 
EafL 

Uluftrious Agra, though it fignifies nothing to 
fpring pf ^ noble ftock, unlefs we inherit the vir- 
tues of our anceftors, as well as their Splendid titles 
and eilates, yet it is both proiiuble and ^eafant ^ 

have 
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have by us a regifter of our families, that, readiDjg 
their cliara<5ters and heroick at^ions, wctnay imi^ 
tafe their examples, and add to the glory of the 
tribe from which we defccnd. 



Paris, 2^th of the 8th Moon» 
of die Year 1660. 



LETTER XIII. . 
, " :' To Dgnet Oglbu. 

IK N O W not whether I ihdl finifli the letter X 
hcpn ; or, if I do, whether it will be abore 
{round, or in die bowels of the rearth. However^ 
cannot forbear writing to. thee^ my dear friend^ 
though both the pap^ apd X> with the houfe where^ 
IB I lodge, and all this beautiful city, may^ fos 
aughfl IU10W9 ^ tranfported tcrsmoth^ it^on be^ 
fore morning* Nay, it is poffible this very hpui^ 
mav people £lyfium with a new colony from r rance^ 
ana Paris may defcend with all her magnificent pa^ 
bees to the ihades below, changing .thebanks of th^ 
river S^ine for thofe of .Acheron or, Styx, and th^ 
i«frefhiag airs of Champagne, for the .cbpkingfulr 
l4iursoChejl. In a word, we have felt the^cviblf- 
menaces of an earfhqualoe this evening ; but, as yet^ 
we have fuifered no damagCr 

When Hived in Afia, an earthcjuake was almoft 
as common, as the yearly revolution of a^fummer 
«pd wint^ : And ^we took, as little notice of it as we 
did q( lightning, hail, or rain. Befides, one Muf*^ 
fiilman ^encouraged another, and the general faitli 
pf True Believers confirmed us all, that we oughi 
to be refigned to God, and to the appointment of 
eternal Deftiny, whether it were for pleafure or pain, 
good or evil, life or death. But,, now, I have been 
lo long difuled to thofe convulfiqns of the globe (fpir 
I hav^. hot ^It oner ab9ve thete two-^and-twcn^ty 
. .:,! yearsj 
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years) and am aJfo feparated from the Society of tfh^ 
Faithful, that I am become like the reft of tH<; 
workL and even, like thefe Infidels, timorous, af|?o-^ 
nifhed, void of reafon, and of little or no faith. 

My mind at firft daggered as much as tny boiy^ 
when I was walking acrofs my chamber, ahd fel c 
the floor rock under me with that fingular kind of 
motion, which no human art or force can imitato«. 
I loon concluded it was an earthquake, but kne^^^r 
not how to IpuTvthat tboughjt, with • indifference*. 
Death is familfar to me in any other figure, but th^^ 
of being fo furprifinffly buried alive. It ^p^ed 
horrible to finkon afuoden into an unknown gravo^ 
I knew not whither : Perhaps I might fall into fomc 
dar^ lake of water j ^r^ it may be, I mig^t be drench^ 
•d in a riv<ar of fi^, or b^ daifaed on a rock : Fear 
who can teU the diipofition of the caverns beh>iiir^ 
•tf* what fort of apaitments we &all find under th^ 
furface of the earth? We waUc on the battkacient:*: 
#f a marvellous ftnidttie, a globe futl «f <reiMndotta 
ibcret^ t And, whether nature er deftiay. Providence 
#r chance, occafion the ruptures that we find are nuide 
in divers parts of the earth, it matters not much^ 
le long as we are in danger of tumMinr in. Such a. 
terrible fall would put the beft philcHopher in the 
World out of humour,' and fpoil all his reafoning. X 
am fure it wouM vex me^ thus, in a trke, to b# 
{>ltindered of my thoughts : Which makes me either 
wonder at Ac vanity of Empedocles, if he threvi^ 
bimfelf into the flaming chafin of mount JEtxat^ 
cmly for the fake of bein^ eftoemed a God (as the 
common report is^;) or give me reafon to condudie: 
he had (bme other end in his venturous leap, fihce 
it is not probable, that empty famefliould be efteemed 
by that great Sage, as his nnal happinefs. A much 
eafier way had Ariftotle, who, d feufted at his ig<- 
norance of the flux and reflux of the %a, threw him«> 
Iblf in, to put an end to his difquifitions, if the fto-^ 
ry be true. But I can hardly believe the Stagyriec 
was fuch a fool. I guefs of other mett, acccming- 
lo the experience I b^e of myfeK 1 am as IMp; 

fdlicitoii^ 
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/pUIcitDus about death as any man ; yet I fhouM be 
unw3Iing to hurl myfelf out of the world headlong^ 
without a finn or a tefta, I love new experiments^ 
but am not'very fond of fuch a$ take from us irre-> 
coverably .the means of trying any more. 

We had news here of an earthquake which has 
overthrown part of the Pyrenoean mountainiis, fbaM 
dayrs before this happened at Paris ; but few regard- 
^ it. Calamities at a dlftance frighten no-body : 
Yet thofe i^hich we feel put us all in tears. Jor 
my part, it has thi^ efFe<^ upon me, that I iun im- 
proved in my carelefsnefs, and become fearful of 
pothing. And, I think, there is realibn on myiide^ 
fince ^1 my care, apprehenfion, and forecalt, caa 
never defend me from the undermiiilpss of the Oia* 
eipoteat. 

Fsvis, i^diof 4^ iithMooB]^ 
of die Year i66o. 

i mi i I I I I I 1 11 mmmmmmt^9^ 

LETTER XIV. 

I To Hamet, Reis Effcndi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottonwa Empire. 

L£ T not the diftance of time between mv Jet- 
ters prompt thee to conclude! for^t my duty;; 
or that I am carelefs to oblige foiUuftnous a friend. 
I have many obbfi;ations to difcharge, and therefore 
endeavour to huiband my hours to the heft advan«» 
tage, and fo to divide my difpatches^ that the Grand 
Stgnior may be ierved, the Divan iaformed of all 
material emei^npies, and the expe<9ation5 of each 
Minifter jgnuified. 

As to the reign of Lewis XIII> it was (hared fuc^ 
ccffively between the Marflial d' Ancre^ the Duke of 
LuiiMfl, and Cardinal Richlieu. The firft was the 
Qiieen-Motber^s favourite; the fecond was the? 
£ng's ; as for the third, he was abfolute Mafter 
Mkof thcKing> <^cgB» and kingdom. 

During; - 
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During the King's minority indeed. Queen Ms^ 
ry dc Mcdicis, the reli<ft of Henry I V, took the re- 
gency into her own hand^, and managed thinc^s in 
an arbitrary manner. But the Princes of the Biood| 
with other Grandees, not able to brook the govern- 
ment of a woman, confpired againft her. . Among 
thefe were the Prince of Conde. father to the pre- 
fcnt Prince, and the Duke of Bouillon. The for- 
mer was a bold man, and durft do any thing that' 
was brave : The latter was a cunning Statefman. 
. They caballed not fo privately, but the Que^n- 
Mother was acquainted with their meeting, and the 
Duke of Bouillon was the firft who knew his party 
was betrayed. This intelligence was brought hinj 
from alTured hands, whilft he was fitting with th« 
Prince of Conde and other Nobles at the place of 
their private rendezvous. Whereupon hie acquaint- 
ed them with it, exhorting all to abfcond immedi- 
ately, left they fhould be feized on the fpot. Bu^ 
iiwf retorting, that the Queen would not venture 
on an a£lion of fuch dubious confequence, he ftart- 
cd utt, and took his leave of them with thefe words : 
** My Lords, you may follow your own counfel. 
•* I will immediately to horfe, and efcape to Sedan in 
** my ftockings :, Where, ifthey make me Wear out 
** a pair as an exile, by Heavens, I will make them 
•? wear out a th6u(and pair of boots." ; 

His words came to pafs, and the effed was a di- 
minutive civil war ; when the Queen was forced to 
raife an army to reduce this Prince to obedience, the 
reft of his party being imprifoned, as foon as fhe 
beard of his flight. 

Whilft thefe ditturbance& lafted, the Moors were 
expelled out of Spain, to the number of fix hun-; 
dred thoufand. rart of thofe who lived towards 
the maritime coafts went by fea into Africa. The 
reft, whoferefidence was farther within land, fought 
a paflage over the Pyrenaean mountains, and fo 
through the fouthern provinces of France ; offer- 
ing a ducat a head to the Viceroy of Navarre, for 
their fafe co;idu6L He, out of curiofity^ coming 

t« 
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ito fee thefe travdlers, and bdiolding than ragged 
md alxnoftnakedy with viiages likegfaofts, took pi- 
^ on them, and gave them a liberty of paiflage gia- 
6s; faying, *^ God forbid I fhould extort fo much 
^'monCT from thefe miferable wretches, who are 
^ abandoned to the wide world." 

But^ it feems, his compaffion was needlefs. For 
diefe Muflulmen were too cunning for him, having 
their (qualid, torn garments quilted all over with 
{old and precious ftones. Which occafioned all 
people to ridicule the Viceroy's eafinefs, and to call 
him the friend of the Gibeonites. 

I ihould appear too partial in refleding (atyricaily 
on this Prince, wfaofe generofify deferves praife ; 
Yet, I cannot but fmile at die craft of the Moors, 
whereby they not only efcaped paving the accuf- 
tbmed tributes of paflengers, but alfo blinded thefe 
Infidels, and took from them the fufpicion of great- 
er riches ^ which, if they had once known, perhaps 
not a M5>or &ould have carried a piece of money 
along with him into Aftica. 

This paflage feemed worthy of thy knowledge, 
fince it in part refembles the famous departure of 
die Ifradites out of Egypt, though it comes fhort of 
the .robbery and plunder which they committed on 
die inhabitants the day before they began their jour- 
4iey. However, this ftory may aiFordthee fome di- 
vemon. 

As to the Marihal d' Ancre, the Queen's favou- 
rite, in his life and death, he was compared to Se-' 
janus, being cjualified with the like virtues and 
vices, and having much the fame fortune : his bo-; 
dy, after having been dragged about the Itreets by 
the rabble, was at laft torn to pieces. 

If thou wouldell know how the Dtike of Luines 
obtained the King's favour, it was by ingratitude.* 
For, when he and his brother were iirit brought to 
Court, they were both fo poor, that they_had but; 
one cloke betw^^en them, and for that reafon could 
riot go abroad together. Yet, being recommended 
to the King, by a certain Nobleman, for excellent 

• ^' fafconers. 
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falconers, they were received into favour. But thrf 
abufed the kindnefs of their patron; and, infmu- 
ating malicious things into the King's ear, againft 
the Nobleman and his family, caufed him to be ba* 
nUhed from the Court, after which they managed 
adl things. 

Then fuccceded Cardinal Richlieu in the chief 
Miniftry ; of whom I have faid a great deal in .my 
former letters to the Grandees of the Porte ; and 
thou wilt find them in the regifter. I will now add, 
what I never mentioned berore, that he was very 
ambitious to be thought a good Judge of verfe. He 
gave to one poet, for a Witty conceit on his coat of 
arms, two thoufand fequins, though it was but ^ 
verfe of feven words. Another he promoted to an 
ecclefiaftical dignity worth a thoufand a ytar, for 
comparing him to the Primum Mobile. But^ he 
caufed a third to be kicked out of doors, for his ob- 
fiinacy, in denying to alter a word of his poem, 
which the Cardinaldifliked. 

This Minifter was very revengeful, and, amongft 
dther cffedls of his temper, none was more taken 
notice oLot refledled on, thai^ the death of Mon- 
fleur de Thou, whom the Cardinal cut off for no 
other reatbn, out becaufe his father, in a General 
Hiftory which he wrote, had reprcfented one of 
llichlieu*s anceftors under a very ignominious and 
abominable figure. That hiftorian was the renown- 
ed Thuanus, of whom I fuppofe thou haft heard. 

As to King Lewis XIII. nimfelf, he was efteem- 
cd a great diflembkrj accuftomed to carefs thofe 
with more than ordinary endearments, whom he de- 
igned fuddenly to ruin : Whence it grew to a pro- 
verb, m his time, at the French Court, when they 
faw any Nobleman fmiled on, to fay, ' His bufinels 
"* is done.* ^ It cannot be denied that this Prince had 
:a great fpirit and fome wifdom ; yet he was obferv 
to take delight in many petty a6l:ions unbecomi 
a-oyal Majefty. He would fpend much of his tim 
in painting, and fend for the moft famous Mafter 
in that art to view his works. An equaFinclinatioi. 

he 
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lielhewed to mufick? And ibmetimes he was Am- 
bitious to be thousht a good code. Once he madQ 
a great pafty with nis own hands, filling it with ve^ 
nifon only fit for the mouths of Infidels^ viz. th« 
jdefli of dogs, wolves, and foxes, with other abomH; 
jiable animals, of which it is not lawful for a True 
Reliever to tafte. This he caufed to be ferved up 
to table, at a feaft which he made to fomc jof htn 
^ourtiers, who,' to IioIkkii; the King's handy- wark. 
eat greedily of the horrid difli, ^d highly praifed- 
his ikill ; whilft he diverted himfelf with laugh- 
ing at them. He had many fugh freaks as thefe, 
which rendered him contemptible and ridiculous to 
the Grandees of his kingdom. In a. word, he was 
more reverenced abroad tiian at home. And this 
was omng to the conduct of Cardinal Ricblieu,,. 
who wfis juftly efteem^d the very genius of France. 
Illuftrtousr Minifter^ all that I have faid of this 
Monarch fpeaks him but a man : And no-body 
is wife at all times. But the follies of Princes ^u^ 
more confpicuous, than thofe of meaner perfoas, 

paiis, i5thof theitdiMooQ, 
of die Vear i66ro. 



LETTER XV. 

To Mahummed^ in the Deiart« 

MAY the Angel of peace pitch his pavilion at 
the entrance of that blefled cave where thou 
ft. May thy foul feel calm and undifturbejl 
joys, and for ever repofe in. divine tranquillity^ 
whilft the reft of the world are molefted with perpe- 
tual cares and fears, ^broils and enmities, paffions 
within, and furies without : In a wordj wiiilft they, 
are always in danger of one another^ of themfelves, 
aiid of tne elements which ^ompouiid thecr nature. 
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O man, highly beloved of God, £|v<6urite of tte 
Jmgek, care of Heaven, and Che lingular darling j6i 
Providence ! the palm of 9a Altn]ght)r hand is ex^ 
tended under thee when thou fieteft down or walkdi| 
always ready to fnatch thee up from the calan^ij^n 
whicn threaten this lowor world, and lift thee » 
Paradife, where the Aflembly of the Jufl- wait foR 
thyprefence^ . . * 

' There has been an earthquake lately in thefe partv 
which has put all France into a great coniteirnatio^,; 
aftonifhed every body, and increafed the thought-^ 
ftdncfs of the wife. The firft elfeas of it were fdk 
hy the inhabitants of the Pyrenees, which arc cer-^, 
lain mountains dividing France and Spain. Thei^, 
it did great mifchief ; overwhelming fome medicinal^ ; 
baths, maiiy houfes, and deiixoymg hundreds oS 
people. = Only one mofque or church, which funJr 
Hito the caverns below, was thrown up agajn, and 
ftands very firm, but in another place. This is 
looked upon as a great miracle, eipecially by the 
French, whOy for aught !• know, may ceniure par-^ 
tially, favouring their own intereft, in regard this . 
church has been difputed between them and the Spa- 
niards, each nation claiming a right to it, and (land- 
ihg before exa£Hy on the frontier line. But now 
their 'quarrel is inconteffably decided, for it is re- 
moved, by this convulfion of the globe, near half a 
league from its former fltuation, which is ib' far 
within the acknowledged limits of .France,, This 
the French priefts magnify as an apparent proof o( 
the juftice of their pretenhons, ana the people feein 
tvenrwilling'to believe it. 

As for me, I have another opinion of earthquakes^ 
icmd am perfuaded, that they are as natural as the 
winds, which no man knows how to draw into any 
party or fafhion, unlefs we believe the ftories of the 
Lapland witches. I am perfuaded that this globe is 
much more ancient than the generality of mankind 
imagine it to be ; that it has undergone various 
changes by t&ei predominance of fire and water: 
And that it is now haftening towards another re- 
volution. 



r 
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vC^iftion.. I .believe the «entral iire has eaten tt^ 
vaf almoft to the furface, and kindled all the mines 
«f ia)pliiir-aAd4>ther inflammable matter, which it 
meets within its circular afcent. Thefe, corrodmg 
and ^aily confuming their own vaults, approaching 
alfo fometimes too near th* vaft receptacles of fub- 
terranean waters which lie nearer the furface, l^or- 
heat the lakes ; which, being thus rarefied into va- 
pours and pent i^ in the hollow of the globe, ftrive 
to break forth with immenfe violence, which caufes 
that heaving and rocking of the fuperiicies, that fo 
terrifies mortals. But then the caufe is very deep 
^and far from us. For, where the furface is (hallow, 
in fuch paffions of the globe, the earth commonly 
breaks and tumbles in, with whatfoever is-upen it. 
Nay, whole cities fometimes have been thus Iwal- 
lowed up. And the danger is eafily foreknown by 
a 'fliort fnatching and trepidation of the^ ground, 
houfes, trees, men, and every thing within its reach ; 
lor then tlie convulfion is generally fatal. But, where 
the motion is heavy, grave, and regular, it 46 afign 
that both the fource and the danger of it are far off. 
And this is fo much the more evident by how much 
farther the earthquake is felt above ground. For^ 
the nearer any fuch pailion happens to the center, 
it muft be fi;ranted, that its Force is extended the 
wider on the circumference. This depends on a 
tnathematiofl demonftration, and there needs no 
more be (aid to thee, who art confiimmate in the 
fciences. 

What I efteem a due refleftion on this is, that, 
though there be no peril in thefe remote earthquakes, 
yet we know not how foon they will come nearer to 
us ; neither can we be afTured where or when they 
irtll happen, or how far they will reach. It follows 
therefore, by a^ natural confequence, that, fince 
ihefe things are Ainavoidable, and all the wit of man 
caimot inventa means to efcape fmking into the 
bowels of the earth where it breaks in, we ought to 
becarelefs and indifferent what death we die, and 

Vol. VI. X> only 
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;ave no credit to h!m : Though, one would think 
ic had feme rcafon to believe htm in this,- fer the 
ffJce of a former predttStion of hir concerning the 
Dukeof.Beauf6rt«i I have mentioned thiiPnnctiJ 
4ind the enmity, than was between MazflirJA^iiM 
him, \rhicbotcaiU)[d€dth43>ui^a'9ing}ilibntMii^^fl^ 
the caftlQ of the wood of VincdViftes; ^Duril:^^hti 
reflraitit, the befone-montioaied aflrolagc^^ g^ivb it 
oujt in Paris that the Duke fliould efcape oat x>f ^j>ri-^ 
ion precifcly on fuch aday. . The Cafdinalv being 
tnfoirmrjd ot this, vrsited till the day came)' dei^ii- 
in^tp puniih the.aftrologer as a cheat, orysttltfiEflf 
to^expof^ %\m las -^ ignorant pfldfau;: . fDcuwIwcb 
end h&feitit for btmf .and,mpbraadmg1iim ^ntli^ifntt^ 
iumpcion and fblly^ in diatthe day warnoiscxr^m^ 
add y4^t the Duke of Beaufort was fiilL h prifeiKT^ 
urithouc any hopes^ or fetrcea poffibiHtyof cfbaiMi^* 
ordered him to be £(^nt to the Baftile. Bat me v3^ 
trologer, addreiling himfelf with muqh fuboii^S^A 
aitd eameftncfe; ip*r to this efffeft : * May it plebfe 
^ your Eminence only to refpitetny fentence till to^^ 
^ morrow, and then ^naneme if ycu do not find that' 

* I have fpoke truth.- • The day which I foretold i« 

* come indeed) h^lt Jt is OQt paft. A courier will 

* foon convince you that I have not ftudied this fci- 

* ence in vain.' The Cardinal, moved willi thefe 
words, only confined the aftrologcr in a chamber of 
his own palace: And the next day: be received an* 
cxprefs which-gave him an account of tte Duke's! 
efcape, and th^ manner of it, Viz. that^ on^theda^i^ 
before, he had let himfelf down by a ladder of ropes 
into the caftle-ditch, and vf as no more to he t^ti, 
or heard of. Thus the aftrologer ifcatjcdf ffife €ar- , 
final's revenge, and got much fame at the Court, 
which was increafed by the Cardinal's death fall- 
ingout exactly according to his prediflion. 

This Minilter was a very fubtle man ; and Car-r 
dinal Riehlleu ufed to fay of him, * that, if he werc^ 

* minded to put a trick on the devil, he would only 

* fet Mazariite to work.* Therefore he made him • 
his confidant, inftrufted hhri in all the fccrets of 

the 
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tke French Court, thcort^f gpyernftient; and, on 
lib death-bed, recommended him to the* King, as^ 
tbe fitteft man to fucceed ibiln ki th^ mana^ment of 
tbe ptiblick. He was, after the death of Levvis^ 
Xfll, at iirflf oppofed by feverai Grandees ; but the 
^teen'.s authority, and that of the Prince of Conde, 
iiipparted him : Whence aro(e a common proverb 
in mofe days, * The Queen permits all, theCardiT 

* nal commands all, ami the Prince puts all in cxe- 
Vcution : For this laft had the office of GcneraK' ■', 

TJhis Minifler was not efleemed fo covetous as hid 
picdeceilbr ; yet he heaped up vaft. treafurcs ; part 
« wbich he beftoMred in magnificent building and 
fimittee.^ the left he fen t into Italy to hh father | 
vhoiy aftonifhed at the pixxligious quantities of geld 
tcjieceived, ixfed to fay, * Sure it rains money ii^ 
^;Fran€:eJ^ However^.hemadeiiimfelfodiou^ tothe 
ii^jeds of this nation by his continual oppreffions ^ 
mat they are. glad he is gone. 

It is a bye^word at Rome, when any Pope dies, ta 
lay, ^ Now the do^ is dead, all his malice is buried 

* with Kim.' But! doubt it will not prove true in 
Ae Court of France at this Juncture. 1* or the King 
Y/ill either find a Minifttr equal in fubtlety to the 
lieceafed Cardinal, who fhall lupply his place ; or he 
vill take the adminiftraticKi of afiairs into his ov/a 
6ands^. . .Be it which way it will, we are like to fee 
the fame maxims purfued, folong as Cardinal Ricti- 
lieu-s. iticniDib are in being, wno firft taught thift 
Crown to uoderiland its own ftrength.. 

Paris T4thof tbe 3d Moor,. 
.rf tbeYcHri^fix. 
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To the yi2Sf AfttH^ *t tj^c J^r^e. 

J If AVE itnt f^ ^ilpatch to the Muiti^ ^cc^u 
' Km with the death of Corilina) Maaarine^ ^ ., 
inifter of State, and the great^. tivou^itp, 'ujk 
evfr Kvc4. Nw I will itnfarm thee of Tome pa^- 
Ijes whilch I omitted in my letter to that'vqi^l^ 
JTiel^. It is neceflaiy for me thus tq diibQ»'ate my 
MtuifpnciSj wit^ a JUxe refpe£k tc)t^ (SiTer^ cju^* 

u.%"|.l f¥PPPfc».^\lt. re^ttij* foipc iccpunt,^ 
fits di^ontxon and moraIS| wita mob a cbaipcb^^^ ^ 
may render diis g^reat gep^us familiar to j3iy uowi 
Jeifee. ..-/.-'. ^.,* , . .. i 

He fcemed to place his chief hBffAutb i^nfgrziu 
Siting his Mafter, whom he fervod with a ze^ fa 
piiieaod di&nterefte4> a k>)^ty fo incomiDtible^^i^ 
py fucb regular methods of prudence ana policy, a^ 
if, in his days, nothing were tp be accounted virtue 
or vice, but what either favoured or oppofed the King 
of Trance^s ijitereft. He Was of a happy conlHtutidn 
for a Courtierji bein^hy natv^e debopnair. complaU' 
fant, arfFable, and of a fweet deportment, Vetexperi- 
enceand art uught him fo improve thefe advantages 
to the height of diflimuJation^ Ycu fliould feecoiir- 
refy and extraordinary gopdnefs flowing into every 
fiatureof his face j you Should hear words breathixig 
iram his mouth, like the foft benedii^tons of an ati- 
gel. Yet, at the fame tim^, his h^att gave the .ly^ 
to both. He meant nothing lefs th^ th^ a;;aan 
fiiould find him as good as his word. He was ev^r 
ready to promife any thing that was de.Tiandedf^f 
him : But^ in perforniance, flow and.fullof accuft%> 
frugal of his Trince's money, ^nd liberal of his owa : 
IViagnifi£ent in bis building^ and the fur;i3uture he- 
'longing to them i aiming : m all things to exceed 
other men^ his equals ^ and, ia/bme,^ to furpafs even 

• mighty 



wti^jbtf Princes, his'^pcriors. In a word^ he was^ 
Jkxoniplilhcd wt^ m! tju^liflcatlotifii^ requifitc in a. 
&»taii9te.Qpu]r^r aad>»^Statdiiian. 

Yee/*«4fte> iff, tbb fflblimr^ius viclded to 

#taith: But net tite common mortals.^ He died al* 

'*'" "rttieylikef flWifeff, v5t^ti«-ib ttivtth as changing: 

J&CtWI^vIt* aHd-fer<nc^air dF hij-fece, - which 

Kn|^^ <^ air^k^ knd bequeathed ahundan</<e 

^ /'T^^Sa m %r?ef: Ifte was great inliis Kfc, be 
^ihifc iiiudithofefoinhtsdeltfli; ininglinr his Jaft 
WtAth widi the fid)8 and tears of the lGne» -^fao 
llflii^iisiMi iiif "8^^ Hic maunrnf oTa* foa 

JMt^ «<di.«# Ae tJMoMiy 

I y Letter iil 

I :XaPei&li Hall, bk Bit^her, M^cr of thr 
! . r Ctiftmns ac Conftantmopkir 

Y ^ffctAi y a difpatchcametomyhand from f^ 
very* remote part of the earth. Our coufiii 
ifo^ftstJiti'i ftom Aftracan, a femous city for traf- 
fic^ ^Ibrtncrhf belonging to the Crim Tartars, but 
n«w^ in ik>flemon of ttit Mufcovites. He has ' bceA 
there a' cwifiderabte time, finding profit by mcr- 
c)^ndifef Fftr there is a^raft refon to thatdty frbitfc 
fJbii^'' Ijidbftapni Perfia, MttfbotTr> an<l other pto - 
Viiic^ bf ^fope ?tnd Aj5a;' The roads to it ailp: 
iaSSy'rtifepesd'^lft the caravans of trjidinff pedple^. 
And' the rfV(^^ V<dga can bafdjy fuftain the innUme- 
liiWe mirftftudebrVcflelsthat tranfport paflfehgers^ 
with thrfrgoodfe, backwards and forwards berweea 
Aftiracanr and the regions round about the Caftnan. 
fca/lnto which Aatitaighty river difchaiges itfclf. 
D4 Ifouf 
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Ifouf is ingenioiis, and has pitcfaicd upoh fom^ ac^- 
vanta^cous.way of inriching nim&)4 wki^li temptn 
him to take up. lu$ abcnte in^diat city^ And there:^n4 
^his.travcU, pr, ^^tkaftjj fatj wittrepofe hrtofetf -tl^r^ 
tm Fortune pr^ie^t&hjm^ witlxa hise^oppont^Mitif 
of increafi|jg,hi& wgpitb^. »; > ^':- . ^^^ " * 

. Inthe mieaatlme^^ Lperciaye by his ktDetf dsa€-1ic 
gets money apace, audi lives. hai4>ily^ aqd. hliS$ the. 
Wit to kecp^himfelf (ree,£Kpm the yoj^eK)/ nubrri^^^ 
which inibarraffed him k much forjnerly«>^<He Qxio 
licit ^attixud[>]^foine W^Qttt ci.his m'iiifii;,^^t;hc 
iiad. .divbrcdd nor ; aad,:)ie«fiiBV^ i^ledfto' gf^4€)r 
hiiuTelf with new amours^,, ;wh6feii|er he CKU&eJit 1^ 
tcavels- He wjrite& very c^DucallY^ aad I ^^nii^ far^ 
bear fmlting, when he tells mehehashad as^ni^^lir 
concubines as the Grand Signior. By which chou, 
wilt perceive that Ifouf is jomA sdMofEAlo gcdbki* 
try. He frankly confefle; that h&6rft ItajPtetA^ this 
mode of loving at large in Perfia, efpecially at If^a* 
b^n*, wberey a&iky»y'rt48>ft a i ark of hen o u r mt-Tt 
man to be good at intriguing with the Ladies : And 
he is called a Turk, by. way of diiij^ace, who fire- 
quents not every evening the gardens and houfes of 
pleafure in the fuburb$. But he adds, thatv iti In- 
dia, the liberty of courting women Is moch greater. 
And that the very nature of that climate diipofes a 

ean to tliis foft.paiEcgQ*. In, a vi;o(dy.cmjr.artto«o95 
nfman retains the faiaEie.huihour itilJ.. , .. ," -^ 
Yet this does not hinder him from pr ofeeuting liis 
ncceffary, affairs with diligence and. alacrt^]^: ^e 
difpatched a bufmefs formue at Archaiq^ci inSLuAia^ 
iana another at Mofcow, very dextroufly;, wkieh 
convinces me, that Jie is not ki^fedilloiss.aiiii^are- 
ful in things which cpncern himfelf* He^ifa]^.tbe 
Mufcovites are tl^e greateffsdrunk^d^ inithfi wtMiU, 
Their chief and inoft bieloved liquor is w^jat tlie 
French call * the water'of life/ It^it * chyntical 
drink extra<fted from the lees of wine, or other ftrong 
beverages : Such as thou knoweft is common among 
the Greeks, Armenians, and Franks, in the Levant. 
When the Mufcovites are once got into a houf« 
" ' > , ' where 
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*:,.wbfre thu noSbtr irfold, and area little warmed and 
./eW^d .wi^ it)i tbey will ndt depait till all their 
. mpHqr.Ad igonqr Nay^'they will pawn their very 
rsfflS^m^ fiomt their kigfc^^ri amiick,' rathier than 
want tneir dofe of this ineJ^ating-ftufF, and go out 
.;ri4fliti 9«hed iiiirf tjtfectddeft vvfeatKer;that:isi follafleep 
rJ¥^J^ Gpmi^DO^^^ andyet ^e ri^ver the worfe for 
•it. wjbieo theyjiawake, but ga tbtiieif daily wofkVith 
■ tile greater ardor. * For it is only the common people 
are;m^'of this extravagance. As for the CSentry 
•wljNobility^ they are more clofe and referved in 
<fh43iMriit^n*debauches. . 

:• ,T IKhft Mbfcwitesy accorcb'hg t6 the chardfter he 
/'«vc«£of> them,lare a vei^ rude and unpblifhed people^ 
^..iSrly tcf-one hnother, and extremely rugged to ftran- 
gem^i , They 'dcfplfe all other nations m the world, 
. and fay it i^ impoffible for any man to go to heaveit 
^ho has not a Mufcovite foul in him. They pro- 
fcfs theChriftian religion, and were fomierly of the 
Gredc- Church ; but now they have fcparated thefn- 
felves, and fet up a Patriarch of their' own 5 to 
whom fo great a veneration is paid, that the Empe- 
ror himftlf holds hisftirrup, when he mounts oiv 
horfeback. - 

Brother, I dcfire thee to fpeak advantageoufly of 

libuf to the iUuftrious Kerfcer Haflan, and to the 

other Bafla's of the Bench. Be will" be a fervice- 

^Ic man' to the Grand Sighidrj if encouraged by 

fome, place of honotir and profit, I wifti f could 

.fay tlc^ fame 'of our coufin Solyman.^ But he is too 

.^wifc in bft«wn conceit. ' 

, • ,Dear Peftcli, excuft my abruptnefs ; for my hoi^rs 

'dre^toiddd between the fervicci owe to the Sultan 

fiuia^the4iflfb£Hoii I bear my friends* . . i 

>'ij };.il// '■.*>;■ • •'••■• ^ • • *' . *. 
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L E T T E RV;i\y:?"i,. '^^^-^■;'^ 
Ta Ordim C(^^ Stute miitiik i£k^^ 

T 0AVE heard of thy Is^rneandf Ac maklie^'* onlf^iigj 
jt GonWfiontQtbi;J^wbroufliiifdownfr 
How that, fum ^ Chdftiah rrieft, t^p^ ^ b^cpoEi^^ 
"i Maifultniaii AD9!»Ua» ^h^t », a I^UeveJi^ ^ T^rv^C 
of the true God. May thy reward tjotfe h^r^ ^<f , 
hereafter be accwc^i^g tpthy integrity |A thi^ cliahgp .j 
of feith and re^iVipn : For hypocrite* ar^ aelti^ie^jf'^ 
JMiceptaltlie to Goo nor man ; yet moft men ai^ PW^cJ 
felyted fo< intereft, fear, or other ,ba|maB rcgsLXjif^'' 
.And, in' the fcnfe of tlfceChrifli^§^ thpvi k(ioweit,%, 
renegado and a villajii. are reciprocal terms. ^ 

TpV infupportab)^ paifpries of feirvitjLKfc «^n3!,p<^ 
many to embrape circijmciiiojp;, which ^\ once, fimr ; 
th^ni free, ^d oftei;i yut& them in a cpniptipn^ to . 
mend th^ir fortune?, and live more l^ppily tha^' ' 
they did, ?ven before they were; caprices : WhUfl? . 
ambition and avarice arc prevaihn^ motives wit^F * 
others in n\f>XO. profpj^fons circumwnces to be of 
tiie Grand Si^nior-'s i:eljgioii^ tte^t fo thm 199^ rifi? 
in his fayovuv ^ud QJ^taip foiqe Qqn|idc^rwie> pco&r-v 
^ent at th^ Cw?t, or 6^0 iu th^ awwy ; Inte ther 
anci^t R/tclchitcs. ar^ipng tijfi <?hdftiajcis, who ^j^era 
j^ called, be<:auft thej| i^wa^ji profeffibd W f^Mitlv of 
the Grecian Emperpr, without ex»nining ^ift^h^ 
U veas ortbodp* oj; ap, A fw< of reli^io«s pj^afitses, 
who would be any thin^ to ferve their gwA injtereff , 
and adore the DevU hiwfelf,. provided, tji^r Sfi^ 
reign (hewed them a/i example* 

Yet, after all, there are, £:»ne.wha ^ai||o their 
religion in pure fincerity* only .compelled thereto 
>y the dint of exalted reaton and motives of virtue, 
Si^ch as thcfe are thinkine men, perfons of bold fpi- 
ijis, wbo^are call in quettjiyi the traditions of their 
fi^mers, examine the principles in which they were 
5 educated^ 
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mHicii^My difpiite every thin^ md bring alt to the 
Sandaiti of mtufsl tnitfa. 

I re^ice to hear that thou art one of this charac-- 
fQ^^^amnotiii.the niHtttfer' of counterftits and bi-- 
go^ : For es^cb b^ngfiio credk to the leligion they 
embrace, biirradier aTcandal*' Yet the arms of the* 
muf^eent Poite are open to'receive all that profefs- 
liHt Goi is pne^ and that Mahomet is his apoflle ;« 
leaving the fcrutinyr of their intention to him who' 
Jblfdieath^ heart. 

TBy Earning gives tfiec fair opportunitie* of do*- 
htg^Jjfo^. . Put it to a right ufe^ Convincethe In-: 
fiwi^, vtrhbih thou haft foi^ak^n, of their errors j, 
e&tmhijk th^ Tjrue [Relievers indie fiiith withouC< 

I>b this Bydifopwrfe, By writing; and thine awt^ 
csbettiplary hft, \rhich lair will prevail ab^ve tea> 
fihouwid eloquent fermons. 

Tn a WQrdi*flifevir> thyfcif >^true and Aithful fol-- 
fe^rof the n-opheton earthy and God' will tranf-r 
lite Aee to his company in Paradife ; where Mofes- 
win introduce thee," Jems will entertain thee with^ 
ioy, and all- the r2i^0CD Prophets will welcoajie thee. 
to the pleafuces which know no end^ . 

f»it9 tvft^tht 5th Mooiii 



• / To tfie Mofti- 

WI. ire apt t^ adrntie-Teme ffr^nge paflagtrd 
which we find recorded iii ancient niftdry,. 
flridwlkAlnifth Jf^oifef tlicreacfi of any mortaf to- 
prdv^: ¥^ W^ffigh^the itiimcles- which' arehefore 
oiir»eyes/ei4«eiAt Ahiifeers of^fad which noBody can 
GQMtsMid.' Whence thw ftorfdTproceedi itnow 
net; ufitefSlt.b** from a'natural-kiod'of drowfincfi 
iirAir fi»iv coBwaoft. to- ttte- grcatdfpart of men r 
.. ' D 6 like 
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like the fleep of thofe who cannot fo foon4>e i^w;^^ 
kei^ed ly the loudeft njoife th^y are'accu/lomed to^ 
as by Ton ai^d ftiU idc^ of a ftraoge dreaai.^.Sp fKC 
regard not the things tp which we ai:e.d^ilyiiabit«t»t 
aced, though in themfelves never fo prgdfigious^^^ 
whilfl we i&rtle and are amazed at the nuxft osJiMJtfkfr 
ry' relations of antiquity, only becaufethetf aFeinov 
vul to us, and we were not eye-witneilesof tne things 
themfelves. 

I formerly (ent a letter to CaraHali^ tfaeSuItaA'ci 
Phyfician, whereui I menticmed feveml j^y&cizos 
of Arabia, who, in paft aces^ were eminent for .Ibna^' 
remfarkable cures. jBut, I tdl thee, not one of thorn 
Could match the King of Fxanoe's fuccei^ jn.Qurm^ 
an epidemical diftemper, which they call thelCing^^ 
Evil. The general fymptoms of this .malady' are 
certain fwellings in'the face, neck, or other partadf, 
the body ; fometrmes accompanied with bliadn^&^. 
deafnefs, lamenefs, and other, imfier&^lions. Tho^ 
who are troubled with this difeafeiloclctotheiCms'iS 
Court at certain feafons of the year, and,- lacing.; 
introduced into his prefenee, he only touches ti»e 
jpart aifcdled with his haiid, and an infadlible cupe 
follows. 

They fay this gift has been inherent in the Kings 
of France for many generations : The prieltsrhag- 
nify it as a great miracle. But, I tell thee, alb the 
prodigy, in my opinion, lies in the ilrength of tk^^ 
people's imagination, 'which, thou khoweftV worts' 
half the cure, in many diflempers. The priefts ftand 
by the King, whilft fie toudhes* the fifck : They' re- 
peat their Gofpel, and ufe certain prayers ana ex- 
orcifms, being veiled all in white like magicians. 
Thefe ceremonies are performed withabunaanceof 
gravity, which ilrikes an awe into the credulous pa« 
tients. And, to render the bufinefs yet more myf- 
terious^ whereas other phyAcians take money of the 
ficfc, this royal iEfculapius beijtows api^e of gold> 
op every one whom he touches, which they are obi- 
lised to wear abojut their neck$ as long as they live. 
Now> whether the charm lies in the gold, or the 

King's 
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King^ toodi) or the pray^ and ceijcmonies of the 

furid&;ctv finally 5 m^the patient^is ffthqr, itinattei^ 

•novpixidki^- This. J& .ceitain,^ that thoufaitfls' vfM 

eadmd'tb^thd King's feet/ very rtuch difordered by 

this'^ilV'iind'a^nfifcle'ahl^f^tion in their bodies, 

befbtotweyrdepait frcmi his |n-efence ; and in a few 

fcouw^'w^fdays^atnAoft^jare-petrfeftly recovered, ' 

iUiPcftrhaps, uie* Kings of France havt fome ma^Ic^i 

or phyfical tincture in their blood. Or, it may be, 

thifh^vi^^io^nSf>nt the ]>hi!ofopher's ftotie fo much 

lattti 6£f ond'delivered itdown tothehr poftenty^ 

jttiaipart of cheimal inheritance ; which inables the 

fMCsftxit ¥Mt>to4o ft>' many prodigious things both 

^liiopne and *id>road, in peace and in war, befide^si 

ttsf'pArt in caring this ficknefs. I am rto Roficru- . 

cian, '«or very fc5id or crcd pious of miracles; yet 

l^^en wonder at the treafures of this Monarch, 

WfajKth^s^ear inexhauftibie. But the ways of Kings 

wPti fbcpet, and> h^ of FraiKe is fingular in his myf^e- 

rvfnia^399UY^^ gfowing'rich and great* Neither d<i 

^il'iiis magnificenft tsxpences feem to diminish his 

wcaltb* The King of Sweden has been his pen- 

fioner.ever iinoe he be^n to reign, and millions 

of French gold are difpcrfed among the German 

Prniees. 

. Thcfe things caufc his fubJeAs to dcfcant vari- 
oafly. :Bwt liefer them to thy oracular judgment^ 
wh<Me biglt tefta> is of ten thoufand times mors 
wordi than the dccreeis t^a French Parliament. • 
- ir^r. . ^ .• .« • 
T^oh ^d of the 7diMoon». 
'«f th^X^l^J* t 
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LETTER VI. 

Ib^^ MuTiMcloltri^ SmtoM of tbc'Vale of 
SidotL 

NO W I wffl vent M? things^ vmd whar tfie^ 
Pivimly (hall infyire. The world was in . 
weeds whesn Horain^ the Prophet^ was flain^ zwi ^ 
^ moon put on her mourning 4re(i» The timbrels ' 
«f Perfia, Arabia, and Bahyloa w«re beaM m^ tibe 
iead of the night : Their iound r«aehed 1» the tkird 
heaven : The ihepherds ran to the heights of tW 
earth> to difcover the occafion oi So macb mSftz 
The centineU of forts and caftles giive th<r alsrait'^ 
and the men of war took hold of the fwoKl, die 
bow, and the fpear. The Tygris ovearilowea its 
hank$, and Diarbektr became a lake. A dark body- 
of clouds oyercaft the (ky, and poured forth ehun« ; 
^er, Ughtnins, and bail* Fine ran alt along oa: tbe^ 
faLnds of the de&rts, ai>d the air was aU in a Avne*. 
Horror poflefled the minds of mortals,, and d^d xn*] 
gels themfelvesVere uneafy. Thebeails of thefiekis * 
iran into dens and caves^ and the dragona wero\ 
touched with remorfe: Onl^ the more venomotts 
Kyfilbafcbi fwelled with pi»id^: Th« poi&in of 
murder and herefy had puiFed up ^h* fcntk : Thcf 
and their poftcrity are aecurfed to thra diiy^ nA t» 
the hour o£ the irrevocaWe fentence. 

O' Santonc, great is thy faith, in that thou haft * 
abandoned the&adowof thts^worM, and (bpAratedi • 
thyfelf from the contagion of mortate ! I revere the 
majefly of thy fublime foul, thy intelled ranging 
at liberty. Thou daily gathereft flowers from the' 
garden of Eden, and, being in the body, enjoyeft'thiJ'* 
fwcets of Paradife. Kings would lay down their 
crowns to tafte of thy plcafures, did they but know 
them ; and exchange all the glory of empires for 
p'ne moment of thy unfpeakable blifs. Thou com- 
panion and care oi angels, darling of the Monarch 
omnipotent. 

Where- 
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, Whtf^crthou Ifcft^own, whether by day, ovbv 

jugllt. the watc^^ aW ft»d i^y Wth JmhtclT 

m s. toftwn thee from tlic feoxching bema of tlie 

^4fr<w»lJi4ijurie*ofwnlter. Thede«ical»» 
«ut of their courfes tQ fcrve thee^ and aU natum 
^{fmfcs thy intQr^tl. *^ "^ 

Thp merch^t hires a thQuf^ad canwls, aad hMtdm 
thOTi with the choiccft richer of the L^int. Mkr 
f flimr^ sal the fatigue of 9 loog and daogeroiis tta^ 
y^^Hfct Syri4.^^^ and. P^tft^rum^ the 
!?3?^^? «*bw,. cjifeafes^ ml ten thoufand me- 
th^s i?f d^th: And, irfte; all his hazards and^ 
Wps* »vnot,baJf fchapKT noyforich as^tbou,. who. 
abpu^deft i» fvery tWpg, becaufe thoa defir»ft no- 
t^g which Aou haft notw or that ifr unnece&ry^ 
T|»e plpughqi^^ febowr fo^? thee i» the field,, and fo. 
*) tl^ ^rtigc^r^ m ^city. The Noble and the: 
YillgV aw thy purveyors, a«d th« greateft Sove* 
r^ign^ Wy tribme to thee^ Every hoiife is thy home« 
aAd they cqiuiI tbsn»felves.h^ppy under wh4»fe foof 
tho^ vo«ch.lafe|| to ikep. Th«y are really fo * for 
*ei|e4ictign ^ocompanjcss the pcrfea oian in all his 
ways, and the fevoiurs of Bea^wea overtake them thaT 
^^pw feiidneft^ 10 him. Thou ^rt Lord of other 
W^n'a «ft«e$^ and Qvei?y ©aa's, field is thy iflheri* 
ta^nc^ Thou emoyeft the riches of the world, with* 
Wk% DfiijB5'taiAtefli with die vic^ thau attend them 9 
9^4 re^ivetl: mmQi^ a£u»nce& and feaJs off th« 
*'a^»Sp Sfo^ in the life which is to come. Oh hap- 
Wfjik^^ Olklifeto he Wujy ea*- 

.^s for m^, I aimfitea gallcy-flavc, chaiBeddbwi* 
totne oar, and forced to row incelfantly whither 
the matter of the veffel commands : So zm I obliged 
to obey the didates of my Superiors, whether there 
be fin m the cafe or no. I am fattened in the cares 
of this vain world, and the more particular anxie^ 
ties of State* From all which thou art happily frpe. 

Oh tiat it werb lawful for me to (hake off the 
fnetting yoke, and difentangle myfelf from the /hares 

of 
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of humaii policy ! That I might live like the men 
of the firft ages, whol^onoured the earth as their 
common mother, and made no envious inclofures ! 
They fported innocentlyorthef fragrant bofoni, and 
never molefted their kind parent by cruelty to a 
her offspring. They fucked the milk bf her bre. 
Her veins ftreamed with wine and honey, ^f^ ^ 
banquetted on variety'of excellent fruits ; and' nop 
body thought of kilhng and eating his fellow'-^ni- 
xnals. The birds could then range the air withqitt 
fear of the fowler j neither did any yawling huntf^ 
man roufe the timorous hare from her feat, xbh 
roes artd the hinds could fcarti per afpleaiufe over 
the plain, without being fcattered to the tnpun^ajhs 
and rocks for fanduary^ ; neither didahy fly ^n^e^r 
trepan the fi(h of the rivers. As for the Tea, ix wki 
then unknown ; no man, as yet, had ventured up- 
on that perfidious element, or found out the ufe ' of 
fliips. There was in thofe days nd foreign com- 
merce or traffick, or any need of ft. Every region 
fuppliedits inhabitants with vvhat Was ufeful and 
neceflary; and thofe temperate mortals defired no 
more. They lived without irregular appetites, free 
from ambition, fraud, and blood. 

This is the life fo much defired by me, and which 
thou aftually enjoyeft. God augment thy felicities 
and raptures, that thou may eft pafs from one vifion 
and extafy to another, till Gabriel fnatcK thy foui 
away in a divine tranfport, beyond the poffibllity of 
a relapfe . 

Holy Santone, whilft thou art on fea'rth, pray for 
me J and, when thou art among the Immortals, d0 
me fonie favour which may laft for ever, 

Paris, »6thof the 8th.Moon,i ♦ ''^ ^^ 

of tUYeari66i- '' '• 
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LETTER Vil. : 

To Dgnet Oglou* ; 

'T ,bufixiia&' in. this place obliges mc to keej^ 
_ conipaay with all forts of people. Hence 
_ _,IifFeiently aAbciate myfiblf with ftatefmen, fol* 
diers^. ,cou£ti^$, priefts^ fidler^^ mechanicks. fe»i 
pe^ persons .of any profidfion^ from whom 1 caif 
i for any improvement : For there is hardly i^ 
iicable a ^lowifi the wodct^ whamayn^ttcaeli 
lil^jiiiiitive mind- fomething. tO' which it was ^ 
Ip^ bcforeJ 

' m^haea I converfe with painters, whom I ge« 
ly: find to be men of wit and fenfe, but very 
Ird and.diffoJutc : However^ they ferve to -diveitf 
^^ mebnqholy, to: which, thou knowcft, I am 
l()ticb inclioed. For they are themerrieft fparks i^ 
tb^ wor|d,.abouQdinffwitbfuch fmart reparteeSij^ftsy 
^hd cojnic^ ftpries^ befides a hundred jnimicaHncl^ 
pt good bufioonry to make; one laugh, that it fa ' 
aimofl inipoffible to be fad in their company. 

They arc nioft of thtm bred in the academy, of^ 

in colleges and fphoolis where thefcicnccs are pro-^" 

felled : It being in a manner neceflary that men" of 

ihis trade ifaould have a fmack of all k>rt6 of learn^* 

ing, and efpecially, .that they ihould be indiflFerent 

good hiAoriaqs.; they being many times d^iredta 

tepraent pieces of antique ana modern hiftoryi 

without a pattern. They hav« a very facetious way 

atfo of telling a ftory^ to the life, as well as of drawing 

it fo in a pidture. They would diiToIve the moftftill 

mfld morofe Hadgi into jau^ter and joUtty, to hear 

^w gracefully mey^ wiH ridicule the ttickl.ferious 

yiatqejrs, and turn every thing into huvlcfqut -j Fo^ 

^ey are adbnirable fatyrifts hj nature. 

. Y et thefe are not all alike, but differ in their tem^ 

pe^ like other men. Some of them- are proud and 

fts^ely, others fawning and abjeft : And all of then» 

great humounfts*.. ;...:::. :i 

. i ^ It 



» LETTERS WRIT BY 

It was an odd whim of Martin HeemlkiHc, a fa^ 
aiotts p»nter di^t was bom at t vlli^ of the fame 
name. He died in the year of the (^riftian Hen-^ 
jra 1574. Tills man had iunaflcd together, in HiS' 
Kfe-time^ a vaft quantity of money ; and, haviit|^ 
90 wife or children^ nor other relations df Us ^rw^ 
to leave it to, he was refolved to do fixnctbrni^ for 
which be migbt be talked of after his death. I nav^ 
keard of many dyio^ men that have bad one caprrce 
•C othfr in making their laft will and teftamexit x 
Kat diou vrilt fcy this of Martin's was iingubir. 
F^, OA hJs deatii*hed, he bequeathed all his weqihla 
to m 4iftiih»ilrd into ttpui .dowries, oriibrtioiisv 
wherewith to marry a certain number of maid^ of 
Bmsnillkki^ hi$ Urtftoplaee, yearir, on this eototflt-^ 
^km* that the ttew-oiarried trnpie, widi ^ tlfeik 
irvdmAe-^gvdts, (bould dance on his pate; - «^- 

It is oecfffiuy (oc thee to knowi that finee ^ii^ 
^oaih there has been a great aiisration of relt^ion ilft 
ibofe parts: The iidlabitants^ which in his tiai# 
were Roman Catholtcks, are now all Proceftants. 
Ai^, at the time of this change or reftrmation^ aa 
they call it, it was the general pracEtice of the Pro- 
^fiOw^ to dem<^ifli all the ima^ and erodes 
wherever they found then»« Now, it was the cuf^ 
tMU'Of the Roman Cathoiicks to fet upacit)(sat 
the end of every fepulchoe of the deatf^ Yet^ fil- 
grent a veneration nave the Heemiktrfcers for tho^ 
nemory of this painter, that, whereas there is tnilt 
a eiofs to be feen flanding m all the counti^y bo^ 
fides, yet bis, being of mafs, remains untouthed^ 
as the only title their daughters can ibew' to hii 
kgaey» ^ 

• It was « mote cfui^ wd intftimaft e^pike ^ sktti 
Itaitail pameer (I think his nam^ wasr Gakitto^^vti^^ 
4erigninstodraw acfttcifix tother lire. wbetdMia 
|>oor man tofuffhr himftlf to be boiim: to a 'cro(S| 
ibranhour^ aJttibeead of whjebheflipoid^be tre-' 
MM iigatn, and receive a conTuietable graru^ §ot^ 
kta pains. Bm^ iaflead of tbis^ as foon as he bad! 
kirn faft on the erois^ he ftabbed hiaadMd^ and Aiett^ 
'/: fen 
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ts^. In all Italy 4t that time Ani, having this ^ 
y^tage of a dead man hanging on a crofs befon^ 
Ikloiy there is no ^udlian but hfo nMdc a nMchl^f 
fdec^pfworkof it. 

^yj^ Soon as he ha4 finiibed his pi^Ehire, he cwwi 
l^ta ti^e Pppe, who v^z» aftonifh^d^ a$ at a ^odigf 
pf^t^ ^ienly ei^tolling the exquifitencft of the fea-r 
tujDes aadlimbsy the languiihing, pale deadnfift of 
the jEace^ tb? unaffe^d finking of tb»^head : In j4. 
yfprd, be jbad drawn, to the life, noit only that ffn^ 
^^^n of fc^e and motion which wr f aQ dcgl^ 
'theverywantof the vital fyjxiptpm. 
. ^ |» better underfiopd than ejtprcffrd. Everr 
^ knows that h is a mafter-piece to repyrefefit a 

gi» or a thoiiKhi^ well a^ad natundly^ Mikli 
f is It tpdefcnhe the tpta) abience cif tliefeii^ 
ttrioT focMWes, lpa$ to diftinguiflx tl^p figMr« of a^ 
jjead man. ^Q(n Qi^Q ^3t i$ only afleep. ^ 

" yet alt this and mvch more could the ?9P9 dift^ 
fern in the admirable draugbl: which Giotto nretcnt^ 
ed him. And he iik^d it io well that h^ reiolved to 

Elape it Qver the altar of his own chapel : For, thoiAi 
noweft, this is th^ pra£iice of the Nazarenes, to. 
adore piau^es and imaj^s. Giotto told himir finc^ 
liked the €0|>y fo well^ he would ihew mm tht 



ftfjginal^ if he pleafed. 

What doft thou mean by the orlgj , 
f ope. Wilt thou flipw me jfefus tJhriil on th^ 



crofs in his own perfon ? No, replied Giotto, but I 
will (hew your Holinefc the original from whence I 
^ew iik\9^ if yw will abAdve me frpm all puAifi^ 
ment. 
Xh?'4;pQd old father, (uilpet^ng fomethiniB f^l^f^n 

'-^'fi^^hy-tii^ painter's ^us c»pitulatin|; witfc 
, .i pyrprnjied^ on ixis wordji to pardon, him, wbic% 

jQtfe bdieviBg* immediaiely told iiUa whqr^ it 
ivas ; Afidt, attenijing him to the place. a9 foon s# 
A^y were fntercrf, he drew a curtain back, whidi 
hujijig BeCbre the dead man on thecrofs^ and (qM tht 
l^QP^ what ha had done» < 

^^* ' Thcr 
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* The HoW Father, extremely troubled at lb Dtr- 
hutnan and oarbarous an adion, repealed his pro«- 
inife, and told the painter he fhoula furely be put 
ito an exemplanr death. 

. Giotto, leeming refigned to the fentence pro-* 
Aounced upon him, only begged leave Co fini^ th6 
piStuTp before he died ; which was granted htm^ In 
the mean while, a guard was fct' upon hrai to pre- 
vent his efcape. As foon as the Pope had caufed 
•kbe pidlure to be delivered into his hands^ he take3 
z brufh^ and, dipping it into a fort of ftufFhe hsuj: 
ready for that parpoie, daubs the picture all over . 
with it, fo that nothing now could b^ feenOf 'tlKd; 
trucifix ; but it was quite effaced, in all outward ap* 
jpearaiice. 
- Thi& made the Pbpe ftark-mad : He ihunped^ 
foamed, and raved like one in a frenfy. He fwor^ 
the painter ihould fufFer the moft cruel death th^t 
coyld b$L invented, unlefs he drew another full'-ai 
good as the former -, for,' if but the Icaft grace was 
niiffing, he would not pardon him: Jout, if he 
could produce an exad: paratllel, he would not only 
give him his life, but an ample reward in money. 

The painter, as he bad reafon, defired this under 
the Pope's fignet, that he might not be in danger 
of a fecond repeal ^ which was granted him. And 
then he took a wet.fponge, and wiped off all the 
varnifh he had daubed on the pifiure. And the 
crucifix appeared the fame in all refp5^ as it was 
before. ^ 

The Pope, who looked upon this as a great fecret^. 
being ignorant of the arts which painters ufe, was 
raviihed at the ftrange metsynorphofis. And, tore^- 
ward the painter's ingenuity, he abfolved him from, 
all his fins and the punifhments due to them ; or-^ 
dering, moreover, his fteward to cover the pifture 
all -over with gold, as a farther gratuity to the pain- 
ter.^ And they fay this crucifix is the origin^ by 
which the moft famous crucifixes in Europe arq 
draMm. 

I need 
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*{ vHsoi mtSkt !lo other refleAion on* this, than * 

ihati «s tliC'fiippofed murder of Jefus| the (on of 

Mary^' isthelfdurce^f M'th^ Chnftians devotion, 

fo the real homicide which this painter coiAmittea 

hasiipadeit more intenfe and fervent, by how much' 

tkdx:ftei{txe$ dfa^n a&er thispaitern ekcel all that^ 

w^re.fcsnib9fore th^, Ih the tragical portraiture 

oC ttietnarcyred Meffias. '^ 

i Aifd for dhi$ reafon it is that painters are in fo 

ffeax'cAtcm among the Italians, becaufe they forhi 

UieOods Which thofe Infidels udore. It is no won* 

derv^^thcrefiSMre,' that the chief head' of their churdi' 

ftouU fa^eafi^ abfclve nuirder tna |f>ainter^ as jt 

voBJriifiii^ .e(p«cialiy when it is done in ^ ordiiiead 

* Deum.' as the Jefuits fay, that is, to promoted 

Qodfffiglory, as the Pope eaiily perfuaded himfelf 

dos^Titas^innce Idolatry is the main engine which' 

fiqipoits the ftate and grandeur of the Roman Court. 

Andlali the: world kliows that hohr city is thie type 

cf heaven i* ot, at leaft, the crafty priefts would: 

&in reprefent it4b. 

. My&ietid, thou and I hive ieen enough of their 
tricks^ and «ho}y frauds, in Sicily. Praife be to: 
Ghod they have no power to pervert us. Our f^ith 
- reneuns iRv^idate : We ftill poflefs the integrity of 
Mufiilmans, the native attachment we owe to the 
Pxttphet,^'whofWas feiit toexterminate idols. In ar 
VKBxl^ we adored but one God, Creator of all the: 
wo«Ms« ^May that Incom^rehenfible for ever keep 
us in the fame faith and practice, till the jreleaie of: 
o^ fouls,' 

3iufoiq .^r.. .'•'"' * ■ 



LETTER Vin. 
To Lubano Abufei Saac^ an Egwdan Kili^ML > 

THIS Court is iKM afeFontaiodMiaii^tMdj^ ^ 
feens !• be cUfiob^ io joy Ibr the borth of s|i ^ 
I>auphin. X^^ Queen was deUver ed of thh jwmg } 
Prinoe mt the firft day of liht« mooh« Tfaei«' isrfio-* :^ 
(thing b«c feaftiog^ dancinc^ and revdling en'.thjs^. 
account^ with bonf|m» and 6ongfa&llat)oiyiaddrBf>» ; 
fcB. Only the Dtdie of Ozl^ans^ the Cnig'atoi^/ 
3ther» has ikde xeafan to he over merryV ^Sivoe he liite' * 
the next prefoinptiire heir of the Craw»y m f^fe ^l»* ' 
King died without illoe oaald: For the janr« jdf t 
Fnmce enckide a fttmit from mapinp, Yet ithjs ^ 
X>tike dflGsnUes his fswaErd grief ior b«mg tfaif» put: 
J3f hifr hopcy aiid Jipiteaet at joyfW as 1^ father hn^ 
fidf. He hugi and admms^ihendyal haboy wifliin^ . 
Jiim health* and lottf^ lift- in 9 ooibiMiiuent^ wlioi n J w 
really could rather with out of the WorU^or at leallr; 
that M had never oo*ir faito it. 80 violmt out ibe 
tieaiptationa Of a Crown^ fo ftrang As^ ddbre of em** * 
ptie^ that the neamefii of idattion^ whith i^deaife 
Che ti^ of mortals one to another, eflxan^gee diei * 
heartvof Princei from ^lofeof thrir ownhtood^ if 
theyftanAindlewa^rofttefirambkiom And^Icalk 
afiure tfaes^ tfaeFiieAch do nm fpMt to ftr tiie I>aho* 
'Of Orleans kit cuouvhof this; vice toiM»^pt).gtwt. . 
tbtnga^ wiM Mt taia f^b» OMf-MPtd -hytfibe 
matchlefs fortune and ^jrit of his brother«t ,•*... 

Neither is this King himfelf infenfibleof this; 
remembering with what walNHtft tise tMtt ^et*^od ^ 
the flattering addrelies of fome Comtiers, during^ 
liis brother's dangerous ficknefs, when the phyfi-^ 
cians had well-nigh given him over for a deaa man* 

I was acauainted with this paiiage but lately by 
Ofinin the dwarf, who watches all the motions of 
thi^ Conrt. He tells me,, that the King, being in- 
formed a rumoin: was whifpered amohg the Gran- 
dees of his death, caufed them all to be fentfor, and 
to paft thiough his.chaodber, whilft the caruiiis of 

bis 
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hi^ bed wete dnmrn open, that thev mqght fee dieir 
&nrerd^ alive, 'though in a baa fbne of heakb, 
He^ys^ moreover, that the trne reafon whj fevcral 
Lf fib o£laie. hiire bcm «eiiio<ved fvo«i dieir oAoea 
about the Kktg is, becaofe he lefeimd ill the too 
cairif awdriNdtomiler oMit they il^ifc to the Deke 
ct Orleans^ oti the report of his brother's death, 
it ionattual ibo all mtm to lore themfelves, and to 
defire.diedi^xyfiil of th^ own affinrs. No raaft 
wntld be ooment to hove h» eAatt ^veA awajr by 
bis^ftrv9Hlt»atiJicir<iii^difcteckmw AndSovemgnr 
Meoazcboaoe tfaemft jeadesm of all ffiM, in Aclk 
€afar f FastSoulttljr, Ao KilMr of Pnuide is hnotrft 
soirsf^ince very ftnftMe or his honour, and ktow 
tdochod in that pointy Ip^thn lesft appesrance 0t 
difiscfpeA in hiafot^eAs^ and:oif fMSoachmeov iit 
his neij^hbours. 

As As the Duks of Ovlansy he i^ % Prineeof no 
natchaBsftery mheratf a Soldier ornStatefinan: 
Sieidier hashebemmueh taHcsd of hi dfeefroM, 
tiR the Uqtianiiig of this ytary whei* he martiet an 
£iadift; A*ka!e& Irf nanie HmmekMj im^km so« 
^laeetnunhrndKui^ of ifaar nattoii« 

We have had ano£er Jitatch here alfo between 
the kteDttke of Orleans's daftfghterand the Prince 
of .Tufcany. Thefe things occafioii yarioos dif- 
courfe among^ tfaofe who pretend to weigh exaftly 
tte<RBeriewt intcreffs of CRriliran Courts, c^>echt^' 
Wof Aich as are. concerned, ia the new alliances. 
For the greatelbMonareh^, herein the Weft, many 
onlir for proftt and advantagp, tQ S^ttiff thenieives 
l^a ctofemnion With the^nfe to iit^jchtlfey ate 
allied: Whereas our £a(hm Princes only indulge 
their paffions in the choice of their wives-; admit* 
tinynonffto their^mbraces, (mrtbe moft^e^tquUite 
facnuM that can befooniL And, where lAley once 
pitch fteir fenqr,^ «hejrrjieidi«r cegard riches, bo- 
floury orai^ other recommendation, ft ve what f heir 
love fitegefts ; i^dng dsemftii^ssim^ihauftiMefbiih-. 
Uins oTwealtb, nmitky, and good totiaie, to ^ 
vidio ha»^'Jkis^lapfis$e&iS» W m their bkwt^ , 

They 
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They fcorn to feli thcmfclves and proftitute tkV 
:sIory of their diadem.to a foreign . Prince; for the • 
lake of a little gold, and much more trouble witiv 
a proud female, whom, perhapls, they never faw.* 
Yet this is the common pra&ice among the Princes 
ff the Naaarene belief; nvho confidor tiiic, thatr^* 
Inftead of a wife, a partner of the empire, and st' 
friend, they often entertain a ihake, a traitor, and: 
an enemy : Efpecially if fhe be a woman of wit and* 
intrigue, as moft of tnem ai?e. This madethe hovp^ 
Queen-Smother, th^ieli6lof LiewisXIII, fisipoffced^ 
l^y her hufband ; and the prefent Queen of hnsnce. 
i§. under the like circumfiatices i, And it wiQ be kl-> 
ways fo, where Princes >ma€chthenifelves after this" 
manner, and cannot debar dxeir wives from holding 
aieeretcorrefpondencB with the family from which > 
they defcend. 

. Afluredly, the Oetonumpolittcks mt the moft re- 
fined and fevere of any in the world ;:'Qur religion^ 
inoft holy, add our morals moft found. Which., 
three are evident ficn^, that God has raifediupithis' 
iacred^.empireto fubdu6 all the nations on 'eartl^;. 
and bring them to the faith of the divine^unity. 

Paris, 9th of the nth Mood,. , . ;....* 

of the YearijSdi. 



LEpCTER iX. . . 

To Cara Hali^ Phyfidan to the' Grand 
Senior. 

I A M now ^ in my chamber by a glowing' f^,: 
wanting nothing that can comfort a rearaxablei 
man : WhiTft I hear the wiiids whtfHing, the fnowf 
driving upon the windows, and the hollow voicea- 
of the watch proclaiming a night liltle iefs cold than 
that lafting one they. feelin t'he Ar^Lc circle once a; 
year. Yet I wiih m^k]£ en a plain^ (^ oji the top / 

of 



r 



A SPY AT PA-RIS. 73. 

^4om!t high mountaia, wheie I might fed Native 
ill tlM moffVigid of all her humours. I love vahetv, 
ttd^'ic 4« a poiii to be confined to pleafure itieuy 
whm it is an of one IdnA, or what I amoifed to. 

Itts-%> ihee^ my dear £bdi, I owe this thought, 
whctt-yott told me once, ^s we were -walking toge. 
therm the coemetenr of Sultan Solyman's mof^ue, 
* that man is made for ^1 thiols.' 
. I remember the eleganceaod force «f reafen with 
ivfaicli^ou explained your fentiments upon 41 Ms 
whi^ I had twm Aifoinedhy ihipwreck ; comfort* 
H^me ^th thefe reflexions, that all the gains 01%. 
tmti are only burdens : All the riches, honours, 
pkaAires^ and wbatfoever is defired by mortals, are 
•ut fo many clo^sto tie us fatter to this little, nar- 
£ow j^iobe, whidi we ate born to tram}>le on as our 
foodtool. 

All this is true :.%Qt Lconfider farther, that the 
occurrencesTof this life ought to be received with 
indifference, and we ihould be as chearful in a pri- 
fon as in a palace ; becaufe nothing can happen to us 
which was not decreed by Fate. Methinks, I could 
go as fieely to torments in a juft caufe, as to a funip* 
tuous banquet. . I could fmik at the malice of my 
profeoutors, and triumph over the vain executioners, 
when I 'fee them fweat at their inhuman toil, and 
yet can never have their wills of a foul caft into fuck 
a mould as mine, whatever they may do with my 
body. Though they excruciate me with a thonfand 
inventions of cruelty, though they reduce me to 
a/hes. yet they cannot rob nie of my reafon. Nci'- 
dier me, nor fword, nor rack, nor any other in- 
ftrument 4>f iiarbarous nga can hurt my thou|^hts. < 
I ihall Jftill havethe power of meditating, in fp^te of 
tbnn all : And I efleem that the Ipecifick happinefs 
of a rational creature. There is no fuch thing as 
pleafere or patn^ot what our opinion makes fo» I 
have tried to hatidleiiie : I have grafped hot burn- 
in^'Coals in the palm of my hand with which I now 
Wnte. Tte devouring dement foon &flened on my 
ikin, and eat iti way through into my flcfh, whtlft 

Vot.VI. E I was 



74 LETTERS WRIT BY 

I was buiy in contemplating its nature and effects, 
^yithout being concerned ia any fenfe of pain. .1 
kept a tight rein aad curbed. my foul. I. held it 
within compafs, and would not Afiffer it to wiiice^* 
or lafh, or flounce out of itfelfj or defcead into riiy^ 
body, torefcue the part afFecSed, or be concerned- 
at its grievances. But, when I reflected on the in^ 
conveniencies that might follow, and that it would* 
hinder me from ferving the Grand Signiorand my 
friends, I threw the coaU away, wellfatisfied thaCj^ 
I had made the experiment without pnsjudicihg myr 
reafon, or falling into any paffipn unbecoming su 
man. 

I take as much pleafure in failing as in eating or 
drinking; in, labour as in reit^ in watching as in. 
fleep. There is no excefs or contrariety jn nature, 
which does not afford me as much delight as medi-- 
ocrity, or the' golden mean itfelf, I fnid a gult in 
every thing that happens to me. And this I take to 
be the proper part of a MuiTulman, or of one refign- 
cd to God. 

Yet this hinders me not from bufiling in the world, 
and profecuting my bufmefs with alacrity and fome 
eagernefs. We are born for a£Uon^ and not wholly 
for thought. It is a mixed life we are to lead on 
earth. But, when I fail of my end or defirod.fuc— 
cefs in any undertaking, I am not troubled, confi*> 
derxng I was bom to encounter evil as well as ^ood 
in this mortal ftate. 

In all that I have faid, I do not pretend to the 
celebrated apathy of the Stoicks ; I feel pleafure and 
pain from the fame obje<S^s which thus zffeJSt other 
men ; but I feel them with indifference, not fuffer* 
ing my underftanding and judgment to participate 
with my paffion and fenfe. j 

I have perceived myfelf fotnetimes in agonies, j 
which, I thought, exadlly anfwered the chara<5^er ' 
of thofe which dying perfons feci. And, I believe, 
they were in a degree the very fame : Yet,Ifbun4 
no panic fears upon me, no dread of that amasing 
change : But ratncr certata bloominj^bopesy young, 
* tender. 
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tender^ fpringing jays, arifirig from the thoughts of 
a new life, the unavoidable fScd: of that which we 
call death, wherein I promifed myfelf the pleafure 
of freih enjoyments and diverfions, to which I was*, 
wholly then a flranger. 

If thou thinkefl this too extravagant, and that' 
death is not a proper objeft of our wilhes, yet thou- 
wilt at leaft acknowledge, that it may furnifh us 
with fufficient arguments of content and acqui— 
efcence, lince no man can avoid it, and it is fo fure* 
ta entertain us with novelties which we never were 
acquainted with before,, which recommends it un- 
der a very deiirable figure, becaufe human nature- 
perpetually covets new things ♦ 

I have feen perfons condemned to death here ia 
Paris, who have been offered life upojti <;:ertain con-, 
dittons not agreeing with their humour: Yet have; 
refufed it ana rather chofe death, which they knew 
would free them at onCe from all their prefent trou- 
bles. And thou knowefl with what refignation 
our greatefl Baffa's fubmit their necks to the execu- 
tioners when the Grand Signior thinks fit to call for 
their lives. All that they reply to the fatal man- 
date i«, ' The wiUr of my-S o vcf^i g n Lord be-done,- 
They at once gather up all the flrength of their 
fcattered reafon, and flirinfc their difated fouls to a 
point. Then, with a redoubfed force, they fhakc 
off their inclinatioiia to honours, riches, and the 
pleaiures of this life, as a man roufes from a long 
dream or trance. With fmiles and a profound 
fubnpiflion they kife the royalfirme,^ being awaken- 
ed to the thoughts of more illuftrious and fercne. 
joys "than this grofs earth affords, even to the inef- 
fable pleafures of Eden, the fure reward of thofc 
that die in obedience and peace ; Since they are to 
be efteemed martyrs, as well as thofe.who meet 
death in the field of the facred combat, in the war. 
for our holy faith • 

Oh thatt It were my lot thus to expire in honour, 

to have my lafl breach mixed with the devout afpi- 

rations aha FufFrages of True Believers, that fo my 

E 2 example 
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example might edify others, and the publick cha- 
raAcr of -an untainted loyaltv might benefit myfelf ! 
Whilft lame proclaimfid it before ray arrival at the 
invifible regions, to prepare die gholls of jaft men 
CD bid me welcome, and give me a kind reception, 
who am yet wholly a ftranger in thofe parts of the 
world : For Deadi itfelf cannot banifh me out of 
the univerfe. And there is my laft comfort. 

Thou my dear phyfician, wilt conclude I am 
melanchdy oy diis kind of difcourfe. But, I tell 
thee, it is only another* way of expreffing die iecret 
pleafure and tranouillity of my foul, which is more 
to be valued by nim mat enjoys it, than all the 
laughter and extravagant mirth in the world. Thefe 
only ruffle our paffions, and raifea duft in our eyes : 
'Whereas the other compofe and purify our reafon, 
giving us a conftant orofped of things paft, pre- 
lent, and to come. So that we can ^ever be at a 
lofs, but always ready equipped forteworftcoa* 
dngencies. Hali, Adieu« 

teis, T$di of ^ i«di Moon, 
cfdieYcarsMi. 



LETTER X, ' 
To the fame. 

TH £ Court of Fiance in all thin^ endeavour} 
to imitaite the grandeur of the Koman Eot* 
perors and their policy. As diey had their amphi- 
theatres, wherein were exhibited all forts of ihein 
and fpc^des to divert the pecple in time of peace i 
fo have thefe then* theatres, whereon, according to 
the more acceptable mode of the prefent age,^ are 
reprefented 43ie various lands of virtue and vice ; 
men*s follies and perfbSHons; modern humours and 
the ancient morality; intrignes of love and of flate; 
ftirprifmg aflioas q£ war ^ and the lubtle overUir^ 

of 



r 



A SPY AT PARIS. 77 

^ peace ; and tyranny of Sotereigns, and rebellion 
df fubie^s. In fine, whatsoever ^ is treated of in 
books is here aded to the Kfe on the ftage, an4 
with fo much advantage of fcenes^ interludes, mu- 
ficky dances, language, wit, humour, and the like 
charaiing circumftances, that a man, at fome hours, 
cannot l^ter pafs away his time, than in being pre* 
fent at thefe entertainments ; where all that he has 
read, either in ancient or modern hiftory, deferving 
remark, fhall be fucceffively prefented to his view, 
as efficacbufly as if the perlbns were now living and 
iDjmrefence, whofe a<Slions each play defcribes. 

There you ihall be introduced, as it were, into 
the court and camp of the Grand Cyrus : You fhall 
accompany Alexander the Great in his expeditions 
through Afia : You ihall (ee him die of pbifon at 
Babylon, and th^ Macedonian empire cantonifed 
among his Officers : You fliall behold all the Ro- 
wan Csefars'm their rife and fell : With whatfoever 
particularitres were obfervable in this or any other 
renowned monarchy on earth ; not excluding the lait 
and moft univerfal Empire of the Ottomans. For 
thefe Infidels prefiime to aft over again the part of 
Tamerlane, and lead about in adramatick triumph 
the incaged, yet ftill invincible, Bajazet. In habits 
which only become the dcftined conquerors of the 
world, thefe flaves dare perfonate the glorious Soly- 
nian, Mahomet the Great, the vidlorious Selim, 
and even Amurath himfelf, the ftoutcft Emperor 
that ever reigned : I mean the uncle of our prefent 
Sovereign, 

• Befides true hiftory thus rcprefentcd, the fpefla- 
tors arefometimfcs diverted with fabulous entries of 
gods, nymphs, fauns, fatyrs, mufes, graces, mon- 
ftcrs, and whatfoever we hnd in the ancient poets?. 

There you (hall fee Prometheus fetching fire from 
heaven to rive life to his man of cla^j Lycaon 
transformed into a wolf for his infaofpitablc car- 
riage to Jupiter ; Ganymede fnatched up into hea- 
ven by an eagle, and made Jupiter's cup-bearer, for 
kis fingttlar beauty. It is nieafant alio to fee Phrixus, 
E3 with 
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with his fifter Helle, fwiraming over the Hellespont 

on the back of a ram, with a golden fleece; whilft 
ftie, for fear^ falls off and is drowned : And from 
her name (Helle) that fea is fuppofed to be fo call- 
ed. In the mean while^ Phnxus fwims fonvard, 
mid arrives at Colchis, where he facrifices the ram, 
and hangs the golden fleece up in the temple ; which 
was afterwards ftole away by Jafon andf his Argo- 
nauts. It is eaually di verting to fee the artifice of 
the fcenes ana machines which reprefent Jupiter 
"transforming himfelf into a Ihower of gold, and fo 
defcending into Danae's lap, when he begets Per- 
feus on her, who fubdued the Gorgons, and, with 
MeduCi's head, turned the Cephean Nobles mto 
ftatues ; In a word, all the ingenious fiftions of Or- 
pheus, Hemer, Hefiod, Ovid, and the reft of the 
Greek and Roman poets, are here tranflated, not (b 
much from one language to another, as from word^ 
to actions, and from dead, inanimate chara£lers, tp 
living figures of the things themfelves. For thefe * 
forts of plays are a6led by men, women, and chilr 
dren, cullea out and educated for that purfSofe ; and 
the managers are at a vaft charge for variety of pro- 
per fcenes and drefles for every occalion ;■ each a£lor 
being exadly apparelled according to the different 
Quality of the pcrfons reprefented, and the mode of 
tlie age and country wherein they lived, ^ 

Thefe forts of diverfions are very agreeable both 
to the Court and city. The King takes great 
delight in them, efpecially in ballets and paftorals, 
which confift chiefly of good fongs ana, dances^ 
mixed with bold and uncouth entries of antiques, 
reprefenting monfters and devils, as the Chriftians 
ufually defcribe them. . 

But there was lately a check given to their fport 
by an accident which has furpriled all people that 
heard of it, and has puzzled the moft intelligent 
heads to give an account of fo ftrange an occur- 
rence. 

On the igth of this moon, the King and the 
whole Court were prefent at a ballet,. reprefenting. 

thq 
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the graitdeur of the French mdnJirchy. ' About thfe 
midale of the entertainment there was an antique 
dance, performed by twfelve mafqueraders in thte 
fuppofed forms of daemons. But> before they had 
advanced far in their dance, they found an interloper 
amongft them, who, by increafing their number to 
thirteen, put them quite out of their meafures : For 
they pradHe every ftep and motion before-hand, till 
they are perfect. Being abaihed, therefore, at the 
unavoidable blunders the thirteenth antique mztk 
them commit, they ftood itill like fools, gazing at 
one another : None daring to unmafk, or fpeak a 
word ; for that would. have put all the fpedbtors 
mto diforder and confufion. Cardinal Mazarine 
{who was the chief contriver of thefe entertainments 
to divert the King from* more (erious thoughts) ftood 
clofe by the youne Monarch, wkrh a fcheme of thb 
ballet in his hand. Knowing therefore,' that this 
dance was to confift but of twelve antiques, and 
taking notice 'that there were adually thirteen, at 
firft he imputed it to fome miftake. But afterwards* 
when he perceived the confufion of the dancers, ana 
that they could not proceed, he made a more nar- 
row inquiry into the caufe of this diforder. To be 
brief, they convinced the Cardinal, that it could be 
tio error of theirs, by a kind of demonftration, in 
that they had but twelve antique drefles of that fort; 
which were made on purpole for that particular 
ballet ; whereas the thirteenth dancer was difguifed 
after the fame manner. Therefore they concluded, 
that either the devil, or fomebody elfe, had put a 
trick on them. That which made it feem the great- 
el- myftery was, that, when they came behind the 
fcenes to uncafe and examine the matter, they found 
but twelve antiques, whereas on the ftage there 
were thirteen. 

The precifer fort of bigots gave it out for certain,^ 
that the devil was amongft them : Whilft others 
more probably fay it was only fome envious or am- 
bitious dancing-mafler, who was either refolvcd to 
be revenged for not being one of the twelve, or de- 
L 4 figned 
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ligned fiafhew his parts jncogntto againft another 
opportunity) and, in the interim, let the Court a 
wondering at his fmgular flciLl ana dexterity: For 
it was obierved that one o£ the thirteen far furpafled 
all the reft,, and did things to a miracle. 

Be it how it will, it has brought to memory a 
p^iifage that happened on the like occafion, at a 
town not far from Paris, about eighteen years ago, 
yet it was not half fo much talked of then as it is 
now ; which was the reafon I took no notice of it 
in any of my letters. But now they are big with 
it : It is the general difcourfe of all companies, who 
make compaipifon of that event with this. Perhaps^ 
it will not be unpleafant to thee to know it. 

In the year 1644, towards the latter end, a com- 
pany of ftage-players wer^ at a place called Vitry^ 
cntertainiur the people with comedies ^ but there 
happened lomething really tragical to one of the 
afikors. This man was to perform the part of one 
dead, and then he was to revive again by magick« 
He acted his part too truly* and baffled the necrc^- 
mancer^s art* For, when lie touched him with his 
talifman,, as the imles of the play required, in order 
^o his re(urre6tion, the inanimate trunk could noi 
obey. The man was dead indeed. 
; Whether he over-ftrained himfelf in imitating 
thefilent, ftill,and irj^coverable privations of apaC- - 
five ftate, and gave his flippery foul a ftrong temp- 
tation, with a tair opportunity^, toefcape its bonds; 
or whether. Heaven had a particular band in fo re- 
markaWe a eataftrophe : I will not prefume to di- 
i'lne. But this and the'Qther occurrences have put the 
people quite out of conceit with plays^. 

Sage Hali, remember the Arabian proverb, which 
fays, * It is not good to left with God, Death, or 

* the Devil. For the firft neither can, nor wfll be 
^ mocked $ the fecond noocks all men^ one time or 

* other ; and the third puts an eternal farcafm o(i> 

* thofe that are too familiar with him.' Adieu. 
. IfvtSf jttth of the I ft Mood, 

•f the Year 1662. 

LET- 
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LETTER XI. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 

GOD unravel my foul, reverie my faculties, 
turn my nature mfide out, make me a mon- 
fker of a new predicament, or annihilate me, which 
he pleafes, if I am not true to my truft ; yet the 
Minillers of tJK Porte fufped me. 

By the thought; of Mahomet, our holy Lawgiver, 
whilft he was clioabing the boundlefs heights of the 
firmamenty I have a heart like the Roman Curtius, 
who bravely leaped into the fathomlefs abyfs, to fave 
his oountry from ruin. They miftake Mahmut, 
who think he will be pimped out of his loyalty by 
I frowns or fmiles, flatteries or threats, gold or tor* 
I tures. I would run the rifque of damnation itfel f to 
I ferve my Sovereign, or do any thing becoming a 
f man of honour. Yet my Superiors ufe me like a 
i villain or a traitor. Their letters arc full of re- 
proaches and threatenings, as if I were not worthy 
to live. It is ifaange to me whence all this malice 
fiiould proceed ; and that, after I have done and fuf- 
fined all that could be expeded from a MufTuIman 
in my poft* to demonftra^ my incorruptible fide-^ 
lity to the Grand Signior, I fhould ftill be ^rfecuted 
asatiafer, and enemy to the Ottoman mterefl, I 
know not what to thmk of it. 
- If I have done any thing which deferves death,' 
or imprifonment, why do they not fend for me to 
Conitantinople, and execute juliice on me ? Or, if 
I am not thought fit to continue any longer in this 
poft, why do 3iey not call for my commiffion, an J 
give it fomebody better qualifi^ ? Either of thefe 
would be a merciful proceeding, compared with the 
more cruel and ignominious way they have invent- 
ed to murder me : For now they put me to a linger- 
ing death, by continually corroding and waiting ths 
peace of my Ibul, which is my life, with contempts 
and reproaches. 

E 5 I am 
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I am not at all troubled when they tax me with 
sitheifm, or fay I am a kyfilbafcbi, a libertine, a 
chriitian, a heathen phllofopher; or, when they arc 
pleafed to make a monfter of mc, a mungrel ^li- 
maufry; a walking hotchpotch compounded of J ew, 
Turk, Nazarene, and Epicure. In loading me with 
thefe opprobrious titles, they rank me witi^ feme fidT 
the greateft mortals, and engage even ourJioly Pro-4 
phet himfelf to efpouTe my Caufe, and vindicate my 
reputation ; fince he is in thefe very terms blaA 
phemed by the followers of Jefus : Thefe Infidels, 
forgetting that their own Meilias was after the like 
manner traduced by the Jews, who called him im- 
poftor, magician, neretick, devil, and I know not 
what. This has been the lot of all holy men. and 
Prophets, to be envied and afperfed by the Grandees 
of the nation and age wherein they lived : Becaufe 
they boldly reproved their vices, and taueht^them 
the fincere maxims of virtue, both by word and ex* 
ample. And, though I have not vanity ehough to 
lift myfelf in the number of Prophets, or perfed 
menj yet I have reafon to conclude, diat all this 
perfecution is raifed again ft me, on the account of 
the liberty I take to reprehend the errors and fell- 
ings of thofe who are flaves to the Grand Signior as 
wdl as I : Though I have been commanded to do 
this by the moft auguftMinifter of the empire. But 
Great Men in power love not to be tola of their 
faults. They would live arbitrary as Sovereims^ 
without the leaft chepk or controul. They wil Ira- 
ther cherifti a thoufand flatterers and fycophants^ 
than fufFer one Diogenes to live. . 

But that which vexes me moft is, that they glance 
upon me in fome exprefHons, as if I were talfe to 
the truft which is repofed in me. A crime for which 
I ever had an invincible abhorrence, and which 
would fooner tempt me a thoufand times to die, than 
to be once guilty of it. Thou knoweft my temper^ 
.and I need fay no more. 

Ifhould have burft with grief and indignation, 
lad I not given my refentment this ven^ and ti»t 
•« to 
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to a friend, who,, by knowing my alBtciion, takes 
one half of it for his own (hare, and fo I am eafed. 

Paris, ftd of the 4th MooOy 
of the Year 1662. 



LETTER XII. 

To Abrahim Ali Zeid, Hadgi, Preacher to 
the Seraglio. 

THEY have a proverb here in the Weft which 
fays, * All is not gM that glifters.' . And it 
is frequently verified in their own priefts, who are,, 
generally, the greateTt hypocrrtes in the world. 

1 had not been long in this city, before I fent a 
letter to Bedredin, Superior of the Dervifes of Cog- 
ni in Natolia, whofefoul is now with God; where- 
in I gave him an account of the converfc I once 
had with a Jefuit. For, pretending^o be a ftudent 
and retainer to the clergy, I could not avoid the 
company of ecclefiafticks ; belides, it was my inte- 
reft to inflnuate into their acquaintance ; and, to 
tell the truth) I have made it a great part of my bu* 
finefs to gain a familiarity with priefts and dervifes, 
ever fmce I came hither. 

There was abundance of reafon for this on feve- 
ral accounts. For I improved myfejf much by the 
fociety of thofe atnongft t^iem >that are learned ; and 
I edified not a little by the ytyry ignorance and fol-; 
lies of others. From fome I fqueezed out fecrets of 
ftate and the deiign of cabals : By others I pene* 
trated into the mytterious vices of their own order. 
In a word, all o( theen taught- me fomethine or otheh 
which I knew not before,; ki>d I nevejrhadoccafioni 
to rq^nt of keeping themfcompaiy. » ., .- 

I contracted a. particular friendflrip wtdian ho^ 
neft friar or two in this city, who were perfons.of 
candor ^pid learning : But now they are ckad. Tic4 
E 6 fides. 
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fides, I jiave had no imall intimacy widi Cardinal 
Richliea^ said his fucceilbr Mazarine, I tell thee, 
if I had not coveted the friendihip of theft prin^Jy 
prieftfi, yet it had been impoffible to efcape thetr 
knowleoge, as obfcuce a figure as I make. For it 
was their conftant practice thus to feek outall the 
ftrangers and travellers in this city, under pretence 
of that great regani they bad for men of merit ; but, 
in reality, to pump out of them foreign iecrets. 

Cardinal Richlieu profefied a great kindnefs to 
me, bccaule I had been at Conftantinople, and in 
other parts of the Grand Signior's dominions. He 
feemed alfo to value me not a little for my ftill in 
i Aterpretine Greek, Sclavonick, and other languages 
of the Eait. What he thought of me in his heart, 
I cannot divine ; but have reafon to think he ful- 
pefied me for a Muflitlm|in. And yet I wonder he 
never fearched for the main proof, the mark of cir- 
cumcifion. Perhaps^ it was an effed c^ kf9 good- 
nature, as being loth to ruin me irrecoverably. But 
I had rather afcribe it to Providence, which would 
not fofFer him, it may be, to make fo fatal a reflec- 
tion : Yet, by his order, feme years ago, I was im- 
prifoned for fix moons. ^ What the m'eanin^f of it 
was, I never could dive into. But I had a uircwd 
jealoufy of a cej:min Tranfylvanian Refident at this 
Court, who, perhaps, might do me fome ill offices. 
The world is hke a lottery, wherein one muft expert 
to meet with many unlucky chances. 

By what I have &fd, thou wilt eaiily perceive, 
that, although the priefts make a fiur iemblance of 
piety, morttScatton. and other rdigious virtues, yet 
fheypre great bufy-DoiiieSy and wholly taken up in 
SecnHr «|ffairs« 

. If this were the worft charader they defcrve, 
t^ey iliight pafs for very good men, and neceila<» 
jpv i^ftruments of the puUick welfare: Becaufe 
tpey have the tutelage and guardianflup of all mtn'8 
eo^iences'; they form them in dieir youth, and 
fpffcrn theiti in their ripeft years. Befides,- they 
1^ many advantages of ftudying politicks more 
T ^ - iban 
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tfuui other men. as being all educated in academies 
-where,^ if they be not very dull, they cannot fail o^ 
becoming good hiftorians and inaifferent ftatef- 
snen : For their libraries abound with all manner of 
ancient and modern writers, and their converfation 
18 senendly refined and nregnant in intrigues. 

Buttheycornlpt their learning with falfe maxims. 
which they borrow from an intolerable pride and 
ieniJuality ; perfuading themfdves that they are as 
fer above other men». that is, the laity, as thofe arf 
above the beafb ; that God has beftowed on them a 
dijfnity fuperior to that of the ereateft temporal Mo- 
narchs ; and, in fine, that this earth is a Paradife, 
and themfelves the Gods and Lords of it. 

When I fpeakthus of the Nazarenc priefls, un- 
derftahd me not without reftridion. There are 
fome good and holy men amongft them, perfons of 
unbiemiihed manners, and incorrupt iincerity. But 
thefe are very rare, and the French priefts are ef- 
teemed the moft fincere of any within the pale of 
the Roman church. 

As for the Italian clergy, they are mere liber- 
tines ; the moil debauchedand profligate fellows in 
the world. ' 

Adonai, the Jew, a late private agent of the Grand 
Signior, who had travelled up and down throirgh aH 
Italy, and refidieyl a confideraUe time in the chief 
cities and towns of note, made many curious ob- 
fervations and remarks on the lives of the priefls, 
which he fet down in his journal. Thir I have by 
me now, it being icnt me, according to my deiire, 
after his death, by Zeidi AJamanzi, his fucceflbr 
in that flation, who is at prefent at Venice. 

I have perufed this relation myfcjlf, with no fmall 
pleafure ; and believe it will not be uhwdcome to 
thee to give thee an abflraA of what he fays. 

It is poffibfe he may exaggerate fome thmgs, and 
.deliver himfelf too partially m others, out of the na- 
tural and inherent averiion the J^s have for the 
Chriftians. But thou wilt find, that, in the main, 
he infifts only on fuch reflexions as it becomes any 

man 
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man ta make who has the Icaft fpark of commoj^ 
morality and reafon. 

In the firft place, he finds fault with the ccclefi^ 
afticks, in that they abftain from marriage them- 
felves, vet recommend that ftate to the iaity, as a 
very holy facrament and myftery of religion : Whilit 
they indulge themfelves, at the fame time, in all 
manner of lafcivioufnefs ; wallowlns; in fornication, 
adultery, inceft, and fodomy itfelf? He fays there 
is hardly one prieft in ten who does not keep two or 
three harlots ; and the moft recliife dervifes are either 
pimps to other men's lufts, or they indulge their 
own with the mott infamous courtefans and cata- 
mites. Thefc pretenders to perfedllon and fandity 
are often found mafquerading and revelling about 
the ftreets in the time of their carnival, with a com- 
pany of whores, for their attendants, ^ay, alJ the 
year round their monafleries are no other than ftcws 
or brothel-houfes. They introduce women into 
their cells in a monaftick habit, and fo they pais for 
men who come to vifit them as friends, relations, 
or travellers, Thefe Ladies of pleafure lie thus 
concealed for many days and nights together, and 
the Superior of the convents winks at this for a 
little money, being moft commonly as bad as any of 
them. 

Thefe holy fathers go marching and flouching 
alone the ftreets in the moft mortified. manner ima* 
ginable. You would take them for perfeft fantones 
and idiots. Yet this is all but mummery, whilft 
they are the moft gloffing hypocrites in the world, 
mere devils in a city, and abounding in wickco 
thoughts and pracSlices.' 

Adonai tells a pleafant ftory of ayoung monaftick 
of St. Dominick's order at Rome, This monk was of 
noble extraciion, and his parents were veiy rich and 
powerful in the city, on which account he was in- 
dulged in many liberties denied tp the reft of his re- 
ligious brethren. He was permitted to carry good 
Quantities of gold and filver about him, for his per- 
»nal expences^i and to wear a f^scular habit Ai^foble 
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t» bis birth and quality. But this liberty had like 
to have proved fatal to him one night during the 
carnival. 

It was late and very dark when this religious bul- 
ly was beating the ftreets, upon the hunt for whores ^ 
and, walking under certain piazzas near the river 
Tyber, he was accofted by a woman ma/ked and 
in a very good drefs, who fpoke to him frankly, afk- 
ing him the way to II Rotundo. This is the name 
of a church in Rome, dedicated to all the Saints : 
In the time of the Gentiles it was called Pantheon, 
or the Temple of all the Gods. The monk, being 
in one of his rambling equipages, and his inclina- 
tions equally bent on pleafure, haivine alfo a hun« 
dred florins about him, prefently made anfwer, that 
he would conduft her to the place fhe inquired for. 
She, after fome counterfeit cflays of a modeft re- 
. pulfe, at length accepted his offer : And, by the 
Way, he perfuaded her into a tavern^ The cunning 
nymph managed her bufmefs fo well, that the monk, 
ever-heated with wine, and other coftly entertain- 
ments, grew fo in love with her, that he forgot fhe 
was to go to the Pantheon, and offered to wait on 
her home. She accepted the motion, and, telling 
htm her houfe was feated on the banks -of the Ty- 
ber, they returned the fame way as they came. 

When they arrived at the piazzas where they firfl 
met, three perfons appeared muffled up In clokes ; 
two of which fuddenly feized the monk, holdinj; 
their poniards at his breaft ; wbilfl the third, dif- 
clofing the hidden light of a dark lanthorn which 
he held in his hands, faflened on the Lady and 
made her unmaflc. As foon as he faw her face, he 
ftamped and raved, menaced and fwore he would 
be the death of that villain, who had debauched his 
wife. All this was but a fore-laid defign. In a 
word, after all the parts of art abufed, incenfed, 
revengeful hufband, afted to thelife, at laft, through 
the interceffion of the two other ruffians, and the 
monk's penitent and Tubmiffive addrefs, it was con- 
cluded to ipare his life, and only ilrip him naked ; 

leaving 
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caving him in that condition to fcek his €ortum 
a^mon^ the watch. 

This was foon put in execution, and the free^ 
hooters, with all their prey, fecurely marched <^. 
The poor monk, thus mifeiably abandotmL with* 
CNit garments,- money, or any thing to comfort him 
in this calamity, or to bribe the watch, s^ve him- 
felf over to melancholy and defpair, in regard chia 
accident would bring an etemia) infamy on hiin, 
and he ihould be no longer able to ihtw nis face in 
Rome, the feat of his nativity ; nor amcmg any of 
his kindred and friends. Sometimes he thought to 
drown himfelf in the Tyber j or elfe to conntcrfett 
a frenfy, and fo run bawling, drivelling, and talk- 
ing nonfenfe through the itreet; hqung the reft 
would never be divulged. 

Whilft he was in tnefe penfive thoughts, irrefo^ 
lute what to do, the watch, walking their rounds, . 
bolted upon him on a fudden ; and, feeing -a naked 
man, at that time of night, in fuch a folitary place, 
at firft were ftartled, as though they had met a 
ehoft ; but, recollefling themfelves better, they boW- 
ly feizedhis perfon, and examined how he came in 
that condition. ^ ^ 

It was in vain for him to beg, intreat, and pro* 
mife any thing, if they would not expofe him to 
open (hame. This did but increafe their curio/ity 
and fufpicion. In a word, the place of their ren- 
dezvous being very near toe fame tavern where this 
unfortunate monk had regaled his ftrumpet, they 
led him thither, and kept him prifoner till the 
morning. He that kept the houfe remembered h/s 
face aeain, and, knowing that .the Governor of 
Rome had a fecret enmity againil the monk, and all 
his race, fent him private inteHigence of this ad- 
venture, encouraging him to take this oppottunity 
of revenge ; hinting withal, that he need not take 
notice that he knew the monk, but only puniih 
him as an ordinary fellow, breaking the Taws of 
the city. 

The 
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Tbe Goireiiiiiar, beui^gbd of cfcis ooilino, whem 
tfae monk imas brought beiiove bim, tmitrod hjm to 
be whipped duough die voy Sicct wbeir his oa^- 
naftery Kood. Xbis was done accapfinshr; 2nd^ 
as hepafledbytbentCy bis bicdncB, fedi^ bim ia 
tliat coBdtrioK, ruAcd out and icicned b^ from 
the executioncT^s hands^ breadun^ icwji f t ^giisKi 
the Governor, and all diat woe conconed is pmt^ 
tixiz this difhoDOur on d^ bonie and Ac 



order. 

. I muft be forced to break off befefe I have :2lbn»- 
ed thee of half didr tricks, left I ftbodd tiie 
^vithdielengdiofniylcnEis. BdUes^kisj 
iaty for me to, coodude^ ndc6 I waiM m 
opportunity: For ibc poll tanks far no nBHi. 
Venerable Hadgi, hvethoa to cofoy tbe 
^eafures of virtne and tnn o rrurr , and prar Sot 
Mahmut, diat be may never be ftaoned witb the 
comiptioDs and vices of Infiddt imonf whooi br 
Mfides. 

R^iis, ISA of the 
of tfacYcars66s. 



LETTER Xlir. 
To the Chiaiis Baflk 

TH £ French King's genius leems altogetfies 
bent on martial and politick affun; and, 
though he alloigrs fome moments to bis love, yet the 
greateft part of his time is confecDted to the necef- 
fary affairs of State, and to the improvement of mi* 
litary difcipline. This has been his courfe^ ever 
fince the death of Cardinal Masarine. This Mi« 
nifter, whilft he was living, endeavoured nothing 
(6 eameftly as to divert die young Monarch from 
mindin^r bufinefs, by plays, Vallets, and other foft 
entertaunments. But, as foon as be was dead, the 

King, 
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Kin^ began, by degrees, to fbrfake iri& youthftil fe- 
creations, and look into the aflfairs of his gowern- 
ment. 

The firft bold ftroke of regal authority which he 
gave was the luppreffing of the Su{>erintendant of 
the finances, a very ancient office in France, but 
much abufed of late by thofe who have enjoyed it. 
For, having the management of the royal revenues, 
it has been found out that they-enibezzled them to 
their own private ufe, purchafin^ hou fes, caftles, 
tovi^ns, and the foireft eitates in the kingdom, for 
them and their pofterity. 

The laft in this office was the Sieur Fouquet; 
who, befides the wafte*he made of the King's mo- 
ney in this kind, was layifife uf ail extraordinary 
provifion of arms and powder< iti Belieifle, a ifea- 
pQrt of France ; Which gav« the. King fo great a 
fufpicion of his 411 defigns^ that he went in perfon 
after him as far as Nantes 5 and, being there far- 
ther informed of a private correfpondence held be- 
tween the Sieur Fouquet and fome malecon tents of 
Cardinal de Retz's party, he caufed Kim to be ar- 
refted and fent prifoner to the wood of Vincennes : 
From whence he has fmce been brought to the Baf- 
tile. This was done in the ninth moon" of the laftf 
year, and was the occafion of erefting a new Cham- 
ter of Juftice, to inquire into the cohdudl of thofe 
who were employed by Fouquet, in the manage- 
ment of the finances. 

The great difcoveries this Chamber has already 
made, of the cheats and tricks pra£lifed by thofe 
through whofe hands the King's rcvcJnues have paf- 
fed, will, it is thought, move the King to eiflablifh 
it as a perpetual and fovereign Court of Inquifition ; 
So that not the value of an afper fliall henceforth 
be paid out of the royal treafury, without the ap- 
probation of this Chamber. He has alfo retrenched 
many fuperfluous Officers in his houlhold, that he 
hiay the more eafily fupport the charges of thofe. 
that are neceflary. 

Thou 
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Thou wilt better compiehend the wifdom of tiiis 
Prince, when thou flialt know that he trhfts no- 
thing abiblutely to his Minifters, but pries into eve^ 
ry thing himielf. He examines matters of the fmal* 
left moment as narrowly as the moft important con- 
oerns. He makes daily reformations among his do^ 
meftick fervants, and new-models both me army 
and the ftate, which is alfo no fmall argument of 
his courage and the greatnefs of his fpirit -, in that 
he dares contradid the- method of all hh progeni- 
tors ; take the frame of this mighty government, as 
it were, to pieces ; and, having mended everything 
that was amifs, join it together again, but after a 
pattern wholly depending on his own judgment. 
I'his has aftonifhed the greateft Statefmcn of the 
2ge, who confider the boldnefs of the undertaking, 
^uul yet cannot find one falfe ikp in bis mcafurcs. 
JTor, whereas formerly the Princes of the blood, 
the Officers of the State, the Governors of Pro- 
;Vince8, with other Grandees,> have given freauent 
troubles to the Kings of France, and not fcldom 
.raifed a civil war when any thing dUkufted them (fo 
great was their power, and fo unall their depend^ 
ence on the King : ) This Monarch has, by a hapt- 
py efied of his judgment and refolution, given fo 
dextrous a turn to the whole fyftem of the piiblick, 
that the Princes find themfelves more aggrandifed 
than ever ; the Officers of the Crown perceive their 
dignity increafed with new luftre, ana the Gover- 
nors of Provinces exercife a ftronger hand over their 
fubje<S):s ; yet all of them are reduced to an intife 
dependence on the King himielf, not being in a ca- 
pacity ever to rebel again. Which is efleemed a 
miracle of policy. As he has thus gained the point 
of his fubjed^s at home, and eflablifhed his realm in 
the moft perfect ceconomy that can be imagined j 
fo he has recovered a particular honour abroad, that 
tin this time has been always difputed between the 
Crowns of France and Spain. 

It feems an AmbafTador from Sweden arrived at 
the Englifh Court in the tenth moon of the laft year: 

The 
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The French Ambaflador fent his coaches txrhoffottr 
the publick entry, as is ufual between friends. But 
the Spanilh Ambaflador, defigning; to affront tho 
French, fent his coaches alfo to attend the ceremo- 
ny, accompanied by his own fervants, and a rabble 
of idle perfons whom he had hired on purpofe 
Xhefe fell on the French, as they were paffing along 
the ftreet; killed feveral <^them, and by force ftg>- 
ped their coaches till thofe of theSpanifliAmbafla* 
dor were got before them; the pre-eminence of 
place being the chief thing aimed at. 

This was highly refcnted at the French Court, 
and every body thought that a frefh war would break 
out again between the two nations on this accountr 
The angry youne Monarch commanded the Spanifli 
Ambaflador reJldent here to depart the kingdom ; 
and, when another was fent to liipply his place, the 
King forbad him to enter his dominions. Com- 
plaints were made at Madrid, and all things tended 
to a rupture : Till, at length, the King of Spairf 
having promifed to make fatisfa£tion, his Ambafla*- 
dor was received at this Court, who aflured the 
King, that his Mafter difavdwed the action of hit 
Mininer in England, and had given exm-efs com- 
hiand to all his Amfoaflladors in forei|;n Courts not 
to difpute the place. with thofe of France, but to 
yield it to the latter, where they (hould both be 
prefcnt at the fame entry. This was declared iri 
the prefence of thirty foreign Minil^ers refiding at 
this Court, which has raifed a vafl: reputation to 
the King of France among all his neighbours, and 
ftruck the greater reverence into his fubje6ls at 
home. 

In a word^ he is looked upon as the moft fortu-* 
nate Prince in Chriftendom, and every- State courts 
his friendfliip. He gives the laws to the reft of 
Europe, yet remains himfelf arbitrary and above . 
controul. 

How long his affairs will continue at this height 
is known only to God, who exalts and abafes whom 
he pleafes i who is the fole Monarch of all things, 

reigning 
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LETTER ixnr. 
To die 




IT was late iriicn I fiiiHhail a^ 
ing the boor of the Denis agCy v^oiiaeair* 
femal fpiiits air pcnnitfiDd id air t^aaSdrss a oa 
upper world. McdioMht I hasd dbe lianrt;,:^ 
^ho <^ the g9tcs of I^EMBfe» winck se Cs^ ac 
that feafon to keq> oat tbe < bw i iH £roB caaenr:^ 
aaddifturbingtliercpofeoftlieKcfid. Tkaasade 
me conclude (6 abnmhr, left ibiBe bvfir ibibe cf 
the daric renons llioiild Bate iafainl crfl iaoR^ let- 
ter, whilft 1 was alkq>. I irt t m miMr t ti tA aijietf m 
Godandwenttobed. After two hooisidi^ aw ifcJBL, 
I perceived, bf the cro w i it g of the coda, tfatt 
tioops of hdl were rctiied^to tlicir < 
down by Ardnnis, and the mardiani 
of tte South, and Ij the angds of the i 
Then I aroTe and chearfuUy addiefled myidf to 
God, praifing him for the fucoeffive be nefits of dajr 
and Jiieht, and extolling his magnificent works, 
with lae exquifite order that he has eftaUiflied 
in the world. Remembmng alfo, that I was a 
man^ and not bom to flea>, but tofcrve die Grand 
Signior and my friends, 1 readily fet pen to paper 
afi^n, to give thee a farther account of the French 
King and nts Court, with fuch occurrences as have 
happoied of late. 

This Monarch is veiy fing[ular in his condud 

^nd manner of life, not brooking to be confined to 

the maxims of others, but fc^uarmg all his a&ons 

by rulei of his own ; Yft it is difficult to find fault 

5 ill 
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in hid proceedings. He hears the advice of hl$ 
Counfellors and triends ; and, when they hare done, 
he convinces them in many things, tnat they arc 
under a miftake; which makes them admife the 
force of his reafon, and the readinefs of his wit, 
cfpecially when they fee the event anfwering ex- 
pCftatiori." 

Neither is he altogether £> intent on ftate-mat- 
ters, but that he fometimes ^ves himfelf the 3iyer- 
fion of a familiar difcourfe with the moft ingenious 
artifts of all forts,' who find themfelves much im- 
proved by the quicknefs of his invention, and the 
folidity of his judgment in the mechanicks : For 
he is an excellent gun-fmith, fword-cutler, arrow- 
maker, and every thing that becomes a King to 
profefs. 

He is a good architeft alfo, and takes vaft delight 
in buildings, having laid the foundation of feveral 
magnificent ftruftures, palaces of a noble defign, 
and intended to outvy the moft polite and glorious 
labricks of ancient Greece apd Kome. For I tell 
thee this Monarch would not willingly come fhort 
of any of the Carfars. 

At the beginning of this year, he aggrandifed his 
Court by a promotion of fixty-two Knights, of the 
Holy Spirit. I have often mentioned this order in 
my letters to the Minifters of the Porte ; and thou, 
that haft been in France, knoweft, that it is the 
next ftep to being made a Peer of the realm. I Aall . 
only inform thee, that, during the ceremony of 
this laft promotion, the Dukes of Vendofme and 
Longuerille had a feud about precedency, which at * 
laft was adiufted in favdur of the former. In a 
word, the King declared the Hpufe of Vendofme 
to have a right of priority before all other Princes, 
and lo fuccecd in the throne itfelf after the Houft 
of Bourbon. 

This is looked upon as a bold effort of royal 
power, and has ftartled all the Court. No lefs fur- 
prifed were they to fee the Duke of Lorrain refig» 
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all liis eftates to the King of Fiance, xcicmMoa. 
ly tbe pofleffion <^ them, duriag his liic. 

And now the King, haying weathered the point 
with all his enemies, both foreign and dome^ci^ 
ftudies nothing more earneftly, than to diYot his 
Queen, and let his fubjefis tafte the fwcets of peace, 
the cStA of his matchleis fortune, to which evca 
Crovrned Heads find dianielves compelkd to floop 
and Tubmit. — — r- 

On the fifth of the foregoing moon, b^ his ap- 
pointment, was held a tournament or caioufij as 
the French call it. This is a fort of exadCc oa 
horfeback, in imitation €€ the ancient manner of 
fighting with fpear and ihield. 

The place where they ran was railed about, and 
niStgnificent chiofes ereded for the Queen and La- 
dies of the Court to fit in, as fpedators. The «li- 
verfion was very pompous, and the King was one 
of the combatants. The reft were the Duke of, 
Orleans, the King's brother ; the Prince of Conde,' 
the Duke of Enguien, fon to the Prince, and the 
Duke of Guife. Each of thefe led a troop of horie 
into the fi^d. That of the Kin^was habited after 
the manner of the old Roman Knights. The Duke 
of Orleans's made a figure like the Perfians : The 
Prince of Conde's reprefented the Ottomans : The 
Duke of Enguien's troops were in Indian habits; 
and the Diike of Guife's appeared like the favages 
of America. It would be too tedious to defcribe 
the f^articular magnificences of each. Suffice it to 
fay tliey were all prodigioufly majeftick and rich in 
their equipage. The coiirles alio they, made wpr5 
brave and fufl of gallantry. But tliQ price, .which 
ws^ a diamond of great value^ w^ ad}«idjg|ed to the' 
Prince of Gondc by the (2ueen-mother4 
Gne of the former Kings of France loft his lifis^ 
: this royal ex^rcife, being run through i^c eye in- 
> the brain by the fpear of an Englifli Knight, then 
t the French Court, and one of ibe conioatant^ ; 
or which jrcrfon the following Kin«5 of France 
arhore.;ix>.cxp9fe«theiafelv»9 to tbc.,Tikie danger j 
2 But 
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^ Too"^ Mars fnrs noAing, being as vcn- 
__ Jttd bold js was Sultan Amurath, the tro- 
tofwiiofe Tidorioiis combat widi the Perfiui 
^leagcr, at tbe fiege of Babylon, hang np in the 
««l«y to diis day, as monaments of bis invinci- 
MeoMime and ftrength. Sultan Achmetalfo took 
^wddi^tin throwing the lance with his Cour- 
tos in die Atmeidan. Thcfe are fyorts fit for 
Kings and great Generals : And fome of the Ro- 
man Cvian AenfelTcs would play the gladiator. 

It IS not lawful fw me to cenfure or refiea on the 
a&«s of my SoTcreign. But I will tdl thee what 
tte Ffcndi Uj of him by way of contempt, * that 
be never combated, in his own perfon^ with any 
'du« but timorous hares and hinds. ' It makes me 
Uufli to bear the great Emperor of the Eaft thus 
Waiphaned by the profane mouths of Infidels. And 
^^J'^^*^^ bewiflicd he would do fome furprifing 
aoion to raife bimfelf another charader. I fay no 
■wfc, but ledknmend thee to God and the White 
AngeL 

F^tis, isdiofdrTthMooo. 
rf4cY«r.66«. 



LETTER XV. 

To Zddi Alamanz), a Merchant at Venice. 

THOU hafl obliged me beyond expeaatioa 
m that ample hiftory of thy life which thy 
MCter contains. I efieem thee not the worfe, be- 
oufe thou vniSk bom of Chriftian parents, but ra- 
ther put the higher value on thy merit, in that, be- 
ing bred up in fuperftition and wror, thou baft vor 
Innunlyanbnced the truth without any profpca 
of advancmg thy mtereft. ' 

When a man of a noWe ftock, bom to riches aud 
honours, bred m foftnofib and ddigbts, and aau- 
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MUf-p^^Std of at fair eftate^ fkall thus aEbandon hi« 
country, his reliitionS) ftiends, and acquaintance, 
irith aU his native rights and enjoyments, purely for 
the love of God, religning himielf wholly to the 
will of Deftin^, and the <ondu& <of Providence^ 
without confulting his own eafe and delight in thi« 
world; It is an evident fignof a £^thful neart, and 
that his integrir^ds without ftain. 

All this, and much m«re, k feems^ thou haft 
done, and A^rafore -thou canft lioc ^ail of being , 
happy in this world and in Paradife. 

I am extremely pleafed in readiiif; the various ad^ 
ventures of thy youth, thy earl v inclinations to vi* 
4it foreign countiies, and thy a&ual travels through 
£urope, Afta, and Africa. This is the only way 
Co learn tnie and-complete wifdom. For a man edi« 
fies a tboufand times more by his own perfonalexpe^ 
Tience of things, than by all the moil eteant dcfcnp* 
<ions that can <be made by others : fiefides, the ad- 
vantages of becoming'expert in the feveral languages 
»id dialeds«^f the earth ; wiiich he'can Jiever leara 
fo perfe&ly in books, as hy converfing with, the 
fiatives of each country through which he^afles. 

Beyond all this, there is an infinite pleafure in fee- 
ing the variety of objeib which every-where expofc 
themfelves to a travdler^ eye. There is nothing 
more deliehtful ^o human nature than to try aR 
things. Man is cloyed with what is too familiar to 
hint. The moft magnificent palace would appear 
like a prifon to him that was always confined to it. 
The greeneft fields and moft ihaay groves would 
aflFord us no refrefhment, if we had not liberty to 
ftraeele out of them when we pieafed^ Man is na* 
tursBly wild as other animals, and it is as bad as 
^eath to be^reftrained of his freedom. I had rather, 
at certain 'ieafoas, raiige a wildernefs, all over-run 
.with weeds and briars, than in the nioft regular ;an4 
fragrant garden in the worid. I would willingly 
chufe the fatigue of climbing up a bigk« fieep, crag*- 
j^y mountain, for the fake of a new. and larger profr- 
4>ed, before the caieof walking silway^ in a loir 
Vat. VI. F vallty^ 



9f LETTERS WRIT BY 

vallqr, or oroi plains though graKred vtkb nsyer fo 
Qumy inviting objc^s, which muft always be the 
£une : So fuUome are the very pfcafures we are dai- 
ly aocuftooied to. 

I doubt not bat that it was very agreeable tx> thee 
in thy jouroies, whea every leaiove thou madeft 
fym itwe to fbf^ pronilcd thee (bmethiik^ novel 
and freih. A man in fuch cafes ia apt to think the 
lun himiidf new who has fliincdUipon him from his 
nativity : The an-, die earth, and waters appear not 
the fame elements in different places ^ or, if oar reg- 
ion convinces us their nature is not changed, yet 
we look upon them as maiquerad^ns every day in a 
new dreis ; e4;>eciaUy when vre go from one regi<ai 
and dimate to another, the ftrangeneis of the dif- 
^ife is heigh t e n ed, do infinite a variety pre&nti 
Kfelf to Af& who travd. 

But nodiing aflbsds a man greaterdelight than td be 
familiarly acqu^nted with the difier^it nabits, hwSi 
cuftoms, manners, and religions of mortals like him- 
ielf. To fee them in one part of the world adoring 
the fun, becaufe he fliines upon them but onCe a 
year, whilft all the reft of the time tfa^ are (but up 
HI continual darknels, very near being ftarved with 
cold, and making hard fiufts to Uve : In another, 
to behold them grioucing, and hear ^em cuWoig 
that giorious planet, becaufe he is always too near 
them, rendering their countries barren^ dryinfi" up 
their water, and (borching their perfons aliDQic to 
death, muft needs be delightful to a contemplative 
man. And, for aught we know, the laughter of 
Democrittts might be die refult of as good diougbts 
as fleraditus's tears. Who would not fmile to fee 
fome paying divine honours to the fcarc>-crow o£ 
their garden, or a trtc, a hog, a dog, or any thing they 
fifft caft their eyes on in the morning, as they do in 
Lapland ?^nd yet who cax| forbear, to weep, when he 
Tees men prcrfeffing to bdieve the laws of Mpfes and 
•the Meffias (who both preached up the divine unity) 
-pretending to the pureft religion in the world, and 
krcd in the ftudy of the iciences, vnoiihip ftocks and 

ftanc5, 
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^i^SrUres md mages^ naiis, rags, botics^ 
ImIts, bits of old w($od» Of aay thing that cj^ cun* 
lUJie priefts impofe upon than as adorable. 

Haepy surt thou» Zeidi, who art freed from theft 
fuperftiUone .of the Nazarenes ; and thrice happy i a 
that thou- baft changed them for the faith unbie« 
mifliedy the dof^rines. of truth, and reafon, the pnc* 
tices ^fincpre morality, and virtue^ Thou haft not 
ihiifined a rpck to fall into a qnickfand, nor aban* 
dooed idolatry to fink into atheifm: But thou haift 
^fci4>ed from narrow gulphs and ftretghts into a free 
and open fea ; from the.dark fogs and mifts of froae< 
ChrUtianity to tiie bright empire of the Ofmans^ 
llie ferem} company of True Believers^ where cha«- 
xity atid xeal are m their genuine smd primitive 
warmth. 

Since ftho tinEie.that tboti firft liftedft up thy fin«> 
ger to Heaven, and madeft a confeffion or one God 
jmd Mahomet his apoftle, none of the imaums or 
mollahs have ever attempted to circumvent thy rea^ 
fon with feigned malice^ fooliih pilgrimages, tales 
ef old women, fictions of poets, dr any holy frauds. 
Thou perceiveft nothing but downright integrity in 
the converfation of the Faithful. Whereas thr 
Chriftians, whom thou haft juftly deferted, have a 
thoufand windings and turnings, foldings and intri^ 
cades in their doSrinesf and lives. S6 that it is almoft 
te eafy for a blind man to walk from Paris to Con- 
ftantinople^ as for thefe Infidels to grope out the 
way to Paradife, through fo many meanders and 
mazes : They are involved in a perfect circle of er- 
ror and vice. 

Praife be to God,, who planted the moon in the 
heavens, and caufes the ftars to dart their refreOiing 
rays by night, thou art happily delivered out of their 
fnares. Let not thy reiidence now zmoti^ them 
ever tempt thee to return to the religious vanities of 
-holy trifles, which have once made th^ fick at 
the heart. Remember, that thgu beareft in thy 
body the mark of a True Believer, the feal of a 
great iacrament, the cbara^^er of a profound myf-^ 
Fa * ittf^ 
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ieiy, cireomciiiof), the emblem of purity, by ^ick 
thou art more ennobled, than by the blood of tlvsPo^ 
Ionian Lord, thy father, which ftreams in thy reins s 
For now thou art incorporated into thefociety and 1 1* 
neaee of Ibrahim, the illuftrious patriarch, and friend 
of God; Coniider that thoaart, as it were, ingraft-^ 
cd into the glorious ftock'of the Ifmaelites, born to 
fubdue all things, and, m the determined ttme^ to 
poflefs the empire of the univerfe. Thou haft the 
nonour alfo to ferve the Grand Signior, Lord of the 
climates and feas, Majeftick Heir of tn* Ottoman 
Houfe, Shadow of God on earth. 
, Hold faft therefore the profeffion of an unblame* 
sAle faith ; and, whatever temptations thou mayeft 
meet with, > keep thy mind always iixed on^ the un^ 
feen joys of Paradi(e, the crown of juft and faiths 
fill men, tbe reward of Aich as adhere to God and 
bis Prophet without flinching* 

Mahmut falutes thee in imagination, with a part- 
ing kifs, and an aiFecS^ionate iqueefe of the hand ^ 
which thou knoweft was, in all ages;, a token of 
hearty good-will and fr iendfliip. 

Paris> 15th pf the 9diMoQ|i, 
of thfiVear i66^. 



LETTER XVL 

To the .Kaimacham. 

THE R E is like to be a breach between this 
Court aad that of Rome, if the Pope does ndt 
conde(c6od to the demands, of the French King, 
who ftyles himfelf the eldeft 6m of the church, am 
therefore highly refents an indignity that has been 
done him o^ late, in the perfon of the Duke of Cre- 
qui, his Ambafiador at die Roman Court. 
^ It feems the Pope's guards, on the 29th of the 8lh 
moon^ made m attempt en the life of that Miniftjpr 

aiid 
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afid of his wife : They alfe put barfaaitms abtf^ 
OD all the French that were in that city : Infomuch 
that the Duke and Duchefs of Crequi were obh'ged 
fioquit Rome pcivately, and netireintoTufcany ; be* 
ing advifed to take this courfe by all the CaraiAal* 
and other Grandees that are friends to France^ 

The King received news of this by an expre£i 
which came from the Duke of Crequi, on the i^hf 
of the 9th moon. And he was paffionately touch^* 
ed at fo facrilegious an injury, wheicby he is not 
only wronged himfelf, but tble law of nations irvi* 
olated in a moft notorious manner. 

^Vherefore, to ihew his reientment, on the fame 
day that the courier came from Rome, the King or^- 
dered the Lieutenant of his.euards to tell the Pope'$ 
Nuncio at this Court, that lie muft fordiwith de« 
tart the kingdom, undet the command of thirty 
norfe. This. W49 .performed accordingly ; and the 
Nuncio was hurried away immediately) without fuf- 
fering him toTpeak with any perfon living, fave 
thofe who were to accompany him to the frontiers : 
And this order was publickly proclaimed in Pftris* 
The King alfo wrote to the Pope, demanding fatif- 
hifliou for fo homble an outrascj snd'cauieu diN 
patches to be fent to all the Cardinals in Rome, ad* 
vifing them ta contdBute whal lay in their power 
lowards a good underftandine between the Pppe an^ 
Aim, protdtingthat, otherwi^ the calamities whieh 
might follow were not to be laid to his char^* 
This is a modeft way of threatening ufcd by Chnf- 
tian Princes^ who do not always ipeak in thunder, 
like our E^ern Monarcbs when they menace war. 

I relate rbis as a thing which, though it appear of 
fmall moment at the beginning, yet its coniequences 
may be great and extenuve, irtHe French King and 
the Pope fhould come to an open rupture. All the 
Princes in Europe would find themfelves en^aeed om 
one fide or other, and we Muflulmans mi^^ht live 
to fee the whole ftate of Chnftendom disjointed^ 
alienated, and imbroiled in wars among themfelves ; 
whereby they would lay thfijr countries paked and 
F 3 opca 
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•{len to the intvinciUe arnu of the Ottomans, a tl^ 
neageof highrenowp, and deffined to fubdue all 
things. 

But it is thought the Holy Father at Rome witt 
no farther provoke fo darinj^ and powerful a^Monorcb 
as him of France, by juniiying the inf^leiic^ oC 
hb Janifaries, who proceeded to that heighth of 
fury, as to difcharge guns into tho*windows of thtf 
French Ambaflador, xiiled feveral of his retinue, 
9nd aflauked the Duchefs of Creqai in her ooaeh^ 
as fhe pafied all the ftreets. 

iJlunrious Minifter, thefeai^ violations not prac-^ 
tifed by the mbft barnarous favages^. And it is an 
evident figrt of decaying empire, where the pobliefc 
faith is thus perfidioufly broken. God infatuates the 
Infidels, that he may ipdediJy hrittf then* to ruin: 
Whereas he'daily inliehtens the fuft IbHowtrfl of 
the Pit>phet, and dire^ them ia the wiayi of prdT* 
perityand peace* 

Paris» sdof the titii M^cai^ 
«f the Y(wx66i. 



LETTER XVIL 

tA Mohammed,* tKe iUuftriocks Er^oiite of 
Mount Uriel in Arabia; • 

IN the name of God benign and merciful, I ap* 
proach the refidence of great fan<ftimony> the 
tremendous folitude,* tfic cave blefled by frequent 
vifitations of angels, and by the former prefence/>f 
the moll fublime among mortals, Mahomet, the 
Legate of the Eternal, the Plenipotentiary of Alia, 
King of heaven and earth. Alia ! There is but 
one! whofe name refounds through all the orbs 
above, when pronounced by the faithful adorers of 
^ic divine unity on earth : And the eccho thereof, 
ftom the %lamantine gates of Pajadife, reaches the 
• '/ . . aby& 



A SPY AT PAH IS. 103 

wbjfs of heU^ ftriking the infernal fpirits with hor- 
ror and aftontjQiment. They tremble at the found 
of the dreadful word which chains them tip in thcfr 
priibns of darknefs. Whereas, had they faith, they 
would rather rejoice, beKcving, that the fame worH 
will one day releafe them from their torments. For 
fuch is the clemency of the Omnipotent, as our ho- 
ly doflors teach. 

Oh Mohammed, friend of the Moft High, and 
tenant to his Prophet j I have experienced, that it 
is good and wholefome to begin every thing we do or 
fey in the name of God. Whofoever does other- 
wife either foils in the progrefs, or the end of his 
defign, and remains in confufion. Tagot creeps 
itito his enterprife, and through malice fpdils it, 
fobbing a man of his crown ; orNcgidher, the fpf- 
fit of envy, winds himfelf in and intangl^s it : Or 
Ablis, t^e dacnrtlon of mehlnchojy, otftea damp on 
itk and bereavefs the undertaKerof his joy» Such is 
ihcfateof thofe.who^ through profanenefs, floth, 
or contempt, forget to pay the dije \'cncration we 
owe to the Author and. Source of providence and 
'good fuccefs. 

•••tet-tts not tKercfote think the time mif-fpcnt^ 
which is taken i^p in the praifes ol him who ha» 
neither beginning nor end. Father bf all the gene- 
rations in this vilible world, and that other which is 
concealed froni mortals. He is the governor of our , 
lives, and our fole patron in^ll nec«fitie.% Let us 
extol and magnify his attributes without end. 

I am by nature contemplative and thoughtful ; 
but I muft needs acknowledge, that I owe to my 
Mucation among the Mufimmans the force of my 
fcith and religion. The various turns of fortune 
and experience which I have had in the world could 
never yet blot out the impreflion of my early years, 
or diminifli the reverence I have for our holy Pro- 
phet?. I often revolve in my mind the ferics of paft 
ages, and the hiftories of former titiiesi the origin of 
nations,, and the various la^Ts, religions, wars, and 
changes. I traverfc the different cpocba's of thfe 
. — F 4 pofterity 
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pofterity of Ibrahim and the Gentiles^ oomparijit 
ihc date of Ifrael's tranfmigratlon out of J£^pt 
with the years of Nabonai&r and ^he Olympiads. 
In all of them I find ereat ohicuuty, contra^i^tiony. 
and doubtfulcefs, which Puts me upon examining 
the records of Egypt and Sie Aflyrians. The anti- 
suity of both is very great, and yet it comes f^ 
fliort of the Chinefe cnronology, and that of the 
Indian Braminsv . ; , 

When I have tired my foul with a vain iearch of 
that which cati never be difcovered: when I con* 
fider the proBability of an univerfal deluge in the- 
time of Noah, and the arguments which almoft 
cSemonftrate the c^ontrkr^ comparing this with the 
flood of Deucalion, ana that other of Ogyges : In 
a word, when I fefle£t on the numberlels incon<- 

fruities that are found in the regifters of pafl ages, 
canno^ but conclude there is as much reafon for 
me to believe that God has determinately thus dark^-^ 
cned the knowledgeof mortals,, as. that he confound* 
ed their languagje at Babel, according to the cele^^- 
t)rated relation of Mofes« Whence tt will be but 
loft labour for us, who live in thefe latter times, to 
(ieek for any afluraiKre, or certainty oft the tcuth, iA 
matters of fo remoteand ear))( a date» 
^ Wherefore. IJDavingfvery nation to their own tra^ 
duionS|^ the. Jews to the manufcripts of Mofes and 
their Kabbiesj the (jentilea to the fragments of 
Hermes Trlfmegiftus, Orpheus, Homer, Hellod, 
Theophraftus, and other Sages of £gy|)t, Phoenii' 
cia, and Greece :. I, for my. part, acqpiefce in the 
Volume of. Ma>elty, the great Alcoran ; and the 
writings of our holy Doctors^^ Arabians,> the fons 
of Ifmael ; not^ ]:^zxling myieTf with endlefs dif<^ 
.Du tes and q ueftions ; not ceniuring others who wor«* 
Slip God after tHeir own way and the documents 
of their fathers; but firmly believing, that he who 
ferves G^d according to the di^bites of his reafon 4 
who is juft to men. and beafts, and in all. things 
conferves an innocent purity of life; is as accepta«- 
Ible to the great Creator^ and impartial Jud}^ or. the 
^ univerfc,. 
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^imiverfe, as he that has had the happinefs to be in- 
"iftruSed in the pofltive injundtions of Heaven, thfc 
iievealed will of the Omnipotent. And this I take 
to be the fenfe of our holy Lawgiver, of the Mef- 
il^s. and of all the prophets in gieneral*^ 

Doubtlefsy that fuperlativety Merciful and In-- 
dulgent connives at the frailty of mortals ; he pi- 
ties the invincible ignorance or fome, and the fataL 
neceffities of others. He knows the infinite variety 
of DUX bodily cpnftitutionS) and the equally diftc- 
rent bent of our fouls. He confiders the torcc of 
the elements and climates wherein we live, and the 
unconquerable influence of the ftars under which> 
ive were born. The whole fyftcm of human na-; 
tUre, with its moft hidden circumftances, is expofed' 
•to the eyes of him who fees all things. Heisno' 
ftranger to the anatomy of his own works; there- 
' fbrc he requires no more of men than can be expell- 
ed from the faculties with which he has indued' 
them : Neither will • he damn any. man for an in v<^- 
luntarycvil. 

OMohammedi this is my faith; my Hope, and' 
my confidence. Otherwife I fliould delpair every- 
monlent. If I am guilty of error and preiumption». 
corre<3: me in thy 'wifdbm. For, before thee, . I am • 
.hut as an idiot... . - 

Pirisj, «ad rf the i«th Mocwr, 
of the Year 1 6^1. 



I-ETTER XVHL. 

To Hafiiadari^Bafli^ Chief-Trcafwcr>to hrs 
Highnefs. 

^T^HE French have newly ftltthe motions of 

X arjoy, whofe birdi and growth. was »like that 

of a mufliroom, fudden and Iwift, the produft' of 

avtry little time, and which ended in mourning 

F 5, ah^'^ 
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and teirs. Themooft of November behcjdadauglr- 
tcr born to tht. Qheen of France; but that planet 
had. hardly carflcathe news through all the figns of 
thezodiack, and commanded the ilars of France to 
celebrate a dunalhia^ before (he was obliged to be 
the meffenger of more fad tidings, and to proclaim 
the death of this young Ptincefs to the conilellations 
that afSiled at her birth. 

In a word : She was born ori the jStltof theriith 
moon, and died on the 30th of the 12th. It looks 
as if (he only came into the world to be a witnefs- 
of the conclufion of the peace between her father 
Lewis XIV'. and her grandfather Philip the King 
of Spain, and fo return to the region of feparate 
fouls. 

This peace was in general terms fi^necf an J/fea/cJ^ 
' long ago, but there remained fome difficulties in ad-^ 
jufting the limits of the Frendi conauefts, .whicfe 
were referred to the management of CommifBoners 
on both fides : And thefe, after they had debated' 
the matter for the fpace of two years at St. Omert,. 
Arras^ and Metz, at length finiflied their ncgocia^ 
fion on the 25th of the nth moon of the lalFyean 
Which was juft feven days after the nativiQr of the _ 
French Princefs. 

This royal infant alfo lived to fee Dunkirk, one 
of theftrongeft fea-ports in the worid^ re-delivered 
to her father by the Englifli, in whofe hands it had 
been ever fince it was firft taken from the Spaniards. 
The King took poflTeffion of this important place ia 
hi* own perfon, entering the town on the 2d of the 
Jaft moon. 

It is looked upon as a grand overfight in the Eng- 
liih thus tamely to part with a fortrefs which if in- 
expucnable by land;, and commands the Northern 
leas. . TSut money over-rules all other confiderations-. 
And, it feems, the EngKfli Court bad-oecafion for 

There is lately a good underftandlng eftabliftea 
between this King and the Emperor of Germany* 
They often write friendly ktfters One to anoth^» 

* and 
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and feem to be pcrkEdj reconciled. To fpeak the 
tirath, this may be called the pacifick year among 
the inhabitants of Eurt^ : For. excepting fome 
&imiiihes and bravadoes of war between the Spa* 
niardsand the Portuguefe^ all thereftof Chriftendom 
is in peace. And the Porturuefe have fo ftrengthened 
themielves, by marrying mnr Infanta to the Eng- 
lifli King, that, wmt through his affittanc&. and 
the aid of France, they have almoft reduced Spain 
to a neceffity of making peace. 

Thou wilt fay the rortuguefe have over-reached 
the Englifh in the dowry they give with their In- . 
fanta. This is only the town of Tangier in Bar- 
%ary . A place which will coft them far more to de- 
fend againft th^ Moors, than it is really worth. For 
thofe ^d Africans will perpetually aflault the town! 
and obli^ the King of England to maintain a vaft 
garrifon m it, befides a multitude of other expences. 
This makes the Portuguefe fecretly fmile, to find 
tbemielves handfomdv nd of two great and burden- 
fome charges, adaugnter of the royal blood, and 
an old formfs of no ufe or fervice, lave only to di- 
minifh the publick treafure, and make away with 
feme thoufands of men every year. 

Ulnflrious Grandee, it is no fmallencouragement . 
tothepoor^xiledMahmUt, that, though he be ma- 
ligned, fhmd^red, and penecutal by his enemies, 
yet he flilLfihds protection and friendfhip from the - 
principal Mfnifters^ And that, inftead of checks 
smd reproaches, to which I was formerly accuilom- 
ed, my falary is now augmented to the proportion 
of my neceflary expences. Money is fent me with : 
a liberal hand, and my flanderers are put to filence 
and uiame. 

Thou mayeft acquaint the Divan, that there is 
now at this Court the eldefl fon to the King of - 
Denmark. What his bufinefs is, people conje<aure 
varioufly. Some fay it is love; others affirm it . 
was only the defire of feeing foreign Courts drew this . 
ftincc ftom his native country. 

E 6 • TKou 
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Thoanuiyeft alfo inform them, that tl}!S J3ukro£' 
Savoy has married a Princefe of the blood*ro|ral ^ 
tfaey call her Mademoifelle de Valois. Eliachim the* 
Jew lies dangeroufly fick.of a-fever. 

As foK me, who never had my oerfeiS health fince. 
L came to Paris, yet I retain a found mind, and a., 
heart inviolably devoted to the intereft of the Grand 
Sijgnior i- Whom God long j^rcferve on the throne. 
ot the Ottomans. 

Paris, I cth of the i ft Moon, 
of the Year 1663. 



E.ETTER XI3C 
To the Kaimacham*. 

TTE R E is a man come to this dty^.aCalabriani 
XA ^Y birth, and of* all countries by education r 
For he has been a traveller from bis infancy, if what 
he relates of himfelf . be true. He (pc^ks all, or 
inoft of the languages of Europe very fluently,, and 
is reforted to 1^ people of : divers countries, under 
the charaSer of a fortune-teller and phyilcian. He ' 
performs both parts to the admiration^ of all that 
nave been, with bhn.. ' 

The Princes^ and^NoBles of France vifrt him Jai*^ 
iy, and fo do perfons of meaner birth •. They ,difco^ 
ver to him their fecret maladies,, and this.ApoUo 
feldom fails of fuccefs in curing them« He Beitows 
^en hours a day in conyerfing.freely with, people of 
alf ranks and'qualities^ healing the diTeafes of lonac, 
fmd telling others their future deftinies. . 
* I went to his chamber one day,, not to learn my 
fete rfor I have U^ttle faith m ■. modern prophets -or 
aftrologers; nor to be cured of any diftcmper, 
having no efteem for quacks and empiricks ; bcficts, 
I was m goodTiealth at that time) but curiofityyWas 
fheonly motive which Jed me thither, that Tmight 

improv(5?^^ 
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«f»rove ttiyMfy in other refpeds, by this ftnnger't 
eompany, and learn fomething which I knew notlie- 
-fore of ibreign Courts, whereby^ I might become mor« 
ferviceable to the Grand Signion in this ftatio9,and 
further unravel the fecreta of Chriftian Princes. 
For fo it often falls out, that a man reaps fome coir- 
fiderable advantagefrom the fociety. of travellers and 
men of experience: And I had good reafon tt> 
hope for fome proik by this man's acquaintancd^ 
who is thought worthy, to becourtedby the Oran* 
dees of FrancCr 

Wherefore I addicfled myfdf to him with abun- 

. dance of ceremony and' regard ; ufing alfo as much 

diffimulation as I thought neceflary to conceal my- 

.jelf, and'thedefign I had in covet ingbis friendihip* 

I feemed a great admirer of judiciaTaftrology^^aad 

told him I was v^ ambitious to learn the nidi- 

.menta of that fcience from him, having heard his 

ficill highly commended, not only by viugar fame, 

but by the mouths of men of fenfe and qu^ity, wbor 

gave nim a fair charader. I faid a great deal more 

to infinuate myfelf into his ^ood opinion. But^ 

diere being company with himv he returned my 

iBompliments with muchicivility, and defired mc to 

come to him' at a most convenient feafon, and. to 

kave my name^ that he might order his fervants to 

rive me a kind reception at any time,, if he himfeif 

liiould be out of the way, hecaufe it was common 

to fend many from the door without introducing 

them. I told him my name was Titus of Moldavia, 

and that my bufinefs at Paris was to ftudy inithe 

Academy, in order to my pre^ment in the church. 

When he had taken this down in writing, with the 

hour and minute of the day, after the manner of af- 

trologers, he begged me to excufe the neceffity he 

was under of returning . tohiascompany $ , and fo • I 

took.my leave*. 

Not many days-after, !• went to htm- again, full 
•f hwes that I fliould benefit much by his compa- 
ny. But) as foon as be faw me^ he ftirprifed me. with 
this language:. . 

• Sir^ 
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« ^ Sir, you have ventured ixIiicIiIq comifi|^ to me ;- 
^ for now it is in my power to difoover you and your 
^ bufiiiefs in this city. But, jf I ihould betray any 
^: man, my gift would be taken frcnn me. I am nd- 
.^ ther a follower of Mofes, Jefus, or Mahomet, nor 

* of any (t& that is now extant on earth : But I 

* adore the {pint and foul of the univerfe, which h 
*" eternal and infinite. Therefore I hate no man for 

/ his religion, letit be what it will. And you« that 
*>are not what you feem to be,ifaa)l receive no mare 

* hurt from me in this place, than the CoiuJju tor of 
*' Paris : For I am of no parnr or fadion. All n^en 
^ am equally my friends, wno do me no wr^itg; 
•* and every place is my home.' 

Thou mayeft imajnne tbati was in no fmall afto- 
itUhment at this dihrourfe. But recolle&ing my 
-fpirits, and confidering it had alwaws been my <^i- 
nion that thefe fortuae-tellere deal by confode^cy ; 
and fufpe£Ung that, my name being known to him 
fo long before, jt was not difficult for him to inform 
himfelf fometning of me ; or that fomebodyx>f his^ 
acquaintance, who knew me, bad (een me go in and. 
out from him, and fotold him fomeof my cireum- 
ftances ; I made a fhew of going away difTatisfied, 
faying, ^ It will be but loft* time to hearken any 

* longer to you ; for I perceive you know nothing . 
. * of me, in telling me I am not the man I feem ttv 

* be.' ^ No,' replied he, with an obliging kind of 
earneftneis, * You are an Arabian, and ferve fome 

\ * Eaftem Prince incognito.' Then he went oil, 
and told me in a few words fome fonner paiTages 6j 

. my life. He hinted atthe dangers I had been in, 
during my refidence ali Paris ; mentioned my capti- 
vity at Palermo, and the rencdurtter I had with' 
my old Sicilian Mafter. To be brief, he told mefo 
many other things v^ich I knew to be true of ttiy- 
felf, that I grew very uneafy in his company, and 
yet jdurft not depart from him' on a fudden, or Ihew 
any difcoiitent. But, mufferiwg together all the dif- 
fimulation ajid. artifice I could, I turned thedif- 
couxfe to other fubjeds ^ feeming very importuns^ 

to 
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to Team tftrologjr o£ htm^ and promiring him ^ 
kurge gratuity, irhe Would teach me, I fairly took. 
leave, refolvrng, ifpoffible, never to 'fee him more* 
l^ever was a maa in greater anxiety than I was, 
i^hen I eame home to my chamber, and pondered, 
on what had pafled between this ftranger and me. i 
anx not credulous of miracles, prophecies, or pre- - 
tended revelations. Yet, I proteft folemnly, I could* 
not forbear thinking he was indued with an extraor- 
dinary faculty of divining ; or, at leaft, that he wai- 
an excellent aftrologer. Nay^ to this day^ I know 
not what to conclude of him. He may« for aught 
I know^ be a daemon incarnate ; or, perhaps, he is- 
a magician. Sometimes I think one thing, and 
^ fometimes another. If he performs thefe prophetidc 
-parts by confederacy, iiill 1 am at a lols now her 
. ihould come to know fo much of me, who always 
thought myielf the privateft man in Paris,, and have 
. negle&ed no methods that were proper to render me 
flicn in- truth. Then I fu(pe£l my old Sicilian Maf- 
ter is one of this man's correfpondents, and has told 
him fome of my circumftanccs : For I have no rea- 
fi>n to be jealous of Eliachim the Jew* It muft I^ 
ibme fuch way^ or elfe he is more than aman^ that 
can thus readily penetrate inta the lecrets of a 
ftranger. 

Sag^ Kaimacham, I pray God defend thee fron 
. the fnares of counterfeits and falfe pretenders.. 

Paris, 13th Off the ift Moob^ 
of^Ycari66^f 
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LETTER X3L 

To the Gaptairi Btfla.. 

WH AT I am goirig;to relate would Teem irf- 
credible to myfelf, and for that reafon h 
would not^ive it any room in a letter to all the dif-- 
6erntng Minifters of the Porte,* were it not coir- 
fifmedby letters from feveral merchants iji the North- 
patts of Holland to their corrcfpondents* in this 
city. And they all agree, that, on the 9th day of 
the moon of November, a ftrangc man was feen to 
float on the fea near thefhore, iSrng ftipportcd by a 
piece of timber, on which he fat with a bottle of* 
ftrong waters in his hand. Thofe who firft bcheM 
this Tpeftaclc were ftfliing in a fmail boat, and 
judgine him: to be the relick of fomc fliipwreck (for 
there had been violent tempefts in thofe feas about 
that time) made up to him, and took him into their 
Ikiff. He expreflcd his gratitude for their kindnefe 
in the bcft manner he could (for nobodj underftoorf 
his language,) And, when he came amore, he fell- 
on his knees; and, having lifted up his eyes and' 
hands to heaven, he proftrated himfelf, and kiflcd 
the earth. His garments were made of the {kins of 
fifhes, the hair of his head of a flaxen colour, and 
fie feemed not to be faint for want of fuflenance : 
Which made every onet:onclude, that he had kept 
up hi3 fpirits with that chymical liquor iu the .bottle, 
which was near half emptied. 

As foon as he faw the rifinc; moon, he fell on his- 
face and muttered certain barbarous words, knocfc- 
ing his forehead againft the ground : Then he rofe 
and danced after a wild manner, finring pretty na- 
tural airs; and at every ftep, vrith his nght hand 
exteiicjed, pointed to that planet, exprefling both in* 
tbne and a&ions miich devotion and love. . 

Many learned men were fent for, toconfiderof- 
this ftranger,, and, if poflible, by figns or other 
means^ to di&over from whence he came, and what 

fate^ 
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tktx or- accident bad thus abandoned him to the fury 
^f the winds and waves, to the extremity of hunger, 
^old, and watching; and to the. de\«ou£ing. jaws of 
iea-monfters. But all their efforts were unfuccefs- 
ful i they fpoke to him in feverallanguages^ and he 
anfwered themy but ilill in a dialedt different from 
any of theirs, and altogether unknown. He feemed 
tp utter his weeds in a tone between whiftling and 
iinging ; which made fome conclude he was a Chi« 
Aeie, becaufe that people pronounce many of their 
letters after the fame manner. So do the inhabitants 
of Tonqiiin and Malabar, with other kingdoms ia 
the Eafi of Afia; and letters with them are as figr 
Aificant as words with the Europeans. They ihew- 
cd him globes and maps of the world, done by fe» 
vera! handstand in various languages, with parti* 
eular charts of all the maritime regions on. earth* 
But, to no other purpofe,. than to excite bis devo- 
tion afrefli to the moon,: whofe refemblance he faw 
on fome of tbofe papers. . He would fmile at tb« 
fight, kifs hisfore^onger, and, with a religious 
complaiiance, touch the figure of that plap^t: 
Then, feeming to be in a wonderful ^ood humour^ 
he would turn round and fall a dancing, with his 
mrms ftietcbed, and turned in the fame j^flure as 
thoie who ufecaftanets or cymbals : Ringing all th« 
while a fott o£ inarticulate loiinds, but iurpriiingly 
mufical and iweet^ So that nobody knew what to 
make of. him. 

He appeared very temperate, modcilv andrefign«> 
•d, refuiing no meats or drinks that were offered 
Him, yet neither eat nor. drank to t>x:ef»f neither 
was te difcontented at his lodging, er zat ether 
vfage ; though they tried to vex him feveral ways». 
Aat they might fee how he would vent his paffion*. 
But he fmi^d at all,, and fubmitted patiently to. 
every thing, they impoied on him . 
. Qjae thine was obfervablc, that, wherever he faw 
arty water^ ne would run to it immediately, and^ 
waih himfelf as «well as he could in thofe circum«>- 
ftanccs, never forgetting,to fprinkle fomc towards; 

that. 
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that part of the heaven where the moon was viAbte. 
And, when they led him into the fields or gardens^ 
be would crop the grafs and itowers, and, with a^ 
compoTed look, would throw them up in the air, ad- 
ding fuch religious geftures as convinced every, one 
that he did it in honour of fome power above. Va- 
. rious were the conjcftures of men about him ; fome 
were of one o|;Mnion^ and others of a quite different. 
Nobodjr could pofitively conclude apy thing. Nei- 
ther is It poffible, as I am informed, for the wifeft 
men in thofe pans to find out this myftery. 

Perhaps, he is fuch another as Imaum Kapibabet, 
a Perfian writer mentions, who, in the year of the 
Hegira ^02« was taken up by a merchant-fhip of 
India, in the Streights of Baoel-Mandel, pretend^ 
ing to be dumb, but capable of heariS%, writing*,- 
attd expreffing hiihfelf infcVeral other ways, if any 
body could have underftood his language. Avl^i 
lie was found to be an.Ethiopiah Save^ run away 
from his Mafter ^ an ingenious fellow, and one that 
fppke all the languages of thofe- parts ; and there.'* 
fore, that he mt^ be adbiired, would be fure^ t^ 
write in acharaSer of his own invention^ which 
the greateft fages could not read. 

Nitghty BaiTa, thou encountered on that element 
with itrange monfters, and creatures under no nztnt 
or predicament that is known ; yet none fo tcrriWe 
ana dafigerous as cheats and impoftors« From 
which I pray Heaven defend thee and me ; For tbef 
infe£t both the fea and the land. 

Pacb» t7tha#tiiexdMoaa»> | 

af tbftYi3Ki66j. 
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- LETTER XXI. 
To NaUian Bea Saddi, a Jew, at Vieflna. 

^ I ^ H B term of our long mutual Qence, iiijoine<f 
JL US by our Superiors, is now happily expired ; 
and we have with good fucceis managea our feparata 
rarts. Without holomg anycorrefpondencetoge^er. 
Tbis was onjy a trial oif our fidelity, conduS^' and 
obedience : Or, jierh^ps, it v^za no more tfeaa a ca- 
l^ce of policy, or a vain whtm of fhjtfe. For if it 
ufual with great njen thus to prafHfe experiments^ 
<Hi thofe whom th^ defign to emfrfoy in the moll 
important afiairs. Whatever it be, we have acquit^ 
fed ourfelvee like tfuity (laves, and that ia enough: 
ferus. -'''.J • .- 

• Tbfs totsces td thy band by an Armenian mer^^ 
iimtt ; bile in whoto Icbnfide. There are abun-^ 
danige of that nation in Paris, and othfer parts bf 
Fiatfce; They travel upf and down from one city 
(ereouxttry to another^ under the pretext of tracRng v 
hut' are really fpies, ftilt from the Princes of tho 
Eail^ tb obferve the Councils of thefe Weftern 
Courts^ tbe d^ifigns of Nazarene Monarchs, and to 
take an e^cad'drimaie of the ftrength arid riches of 
thefe Inlidets* ^ For, though they outwardly profeft 
tliemfelves^ to be followers of . Jefus, yet in their 
hearts they believe the Alcohin, and honour Ma* 
hornet our holy Lawgiver. 

There is a kind of magick in truth, which forci* 
Wy carries the mind along with it. Men readily 
emhirace the d!6tat^ of fincere reafon ; yet thofe of 
thy nation are obftinate, and (hut their eyes wilfully 
zgsAxiA the very light of nature. You over-viluc 
yourfelvcs and yoiir lineage, becaufe you are the 
poftcrity of Ifaac, the fon ot Sarah,, the free-wo- 
man, and wife of Ibrahim; reproaching tis, that 
we are the oflfspring of Ifmael, the fon or Hagar, a 
concubine and flave. . You confidtr not that Ifmael 
Wte dieelddft fy% of that glorious* patriarch ; and 

that» 
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that, by the law ef Mofes, it is *ena£hxl, that thi 
Hrft-bom fonlhall inherit 1>is fatheifs patrimony, th« 
he were the (oh of a bafc, abje£l (lave, or hatedf 
coAcabfne. Did Mofes make a lawcontrairy to*tfia| 
of his Withers ? Or could Ibrahim^ the beloved of 
God, do any thing contrary to the divine will ? HoW 
then could he be guilty of difinheriting Ifmael, his 
eldeft fon, the flower of his ftrength..an<l Urii-fruit 
of his vifi^ur ? Doubtlefs, the majeftv and light of 
God. whick p^Jkd' from- Adam to Seth, £noch» 
Noahy and Ibrahim,; reftedalfp on Ifmaely heir ap-> 
parent of the divine inrpmifes, ^therof m^iK^^^^^^ 
and noble nations » 

Let thoie therefore of thy nation- ceafe to boair of 
their pedigree, and exalt tnemfelves above the vie- , 
torious and triumphant Ifmaelites, children of a 
&igh ftock, a race wherein ihine forth the luftie of 
Mcient repown and the rigfit of prineiogeniture : A 
lineage of lUuftrjous honour,, raultif^ied as the leavep 
-of the trees^ nui^reiia as the flars of h^vefk^^pmr 
perous in.ali things bv the foecial bei|edi<3iQfl ,of 
God. Whereas^ thou knowefl, the Ifraelites nev^ 
inade any great figure en earth, and are now rrauted 
no better than vagabonds throughout the w^id. 

Your Rabbies reply to this Dy owning; that our 
&ther Ifmael was, mdeedi. a^great Prince^ but that 
he was withal a wild and lavage roan, who fupport- 
ed his nobility and gr«^ndeur by' rapine and Dlood|r 

. dwelling altogether in. defarts and unfrequented 
places ; robbing the caravans of merchant&^and tra*^ 
vcllers, oppremng the poor., and murdering.the in- 
nocent.. In fine, they give this charaSer of hin^ 
*" That his hand was againft every man>.. and every 
> man's hand againft him..' 

To this accufation they alfo add another, that 
tfa^ Princes of the Eaft, who defcend from If- 
mael, have all along, even to this day. eftablifhed 

their thrones in cruelty, mai&cres, ana parricides ; 
£ithers bereaving their children of the lives they 

gave them, and children putting their parents to 

3eath i^ brothers onMrdering broih^s^and facrificinif 

their 
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tiitirtiearcfft relations to the maxims ofa BaAarous 
policy, the reftlefs fufpkions bf ftate. Ami that aH 
this is more efpecially manrfeftin the ru)>liineHoufe 
of the icivinciUe -Ottomans. 

Thcfe are the-charges of Hebrew fpite, the flan- 
dcrs which your dolors caft on the progeny of Ibra- 
him, even on Ifmael and his children, to this day* 
But 1 would have thee, Nathajl, refled impartially 
on thka|;s^ and not AtiFer thy judgment to be impofed 
<m by the fopWftry of yowr fcribes. Look back to 
the (irimitive tim^ of ifraei, examine the written 
. law, Ac records of Mofes and the Seniors. There 
thou wilt meet with frequent examples of thofe very 
crimes which you lay to our charge 5 true parallels 
of the fuppofea tyranny and inhuman aftions, wkh 
which you tax the unblemiflied limaelites. 

Did not your father Jacob fupplant his own eldeft 
1>roCher Efau ?*Drd he not cheat his uncle Eaban of 
his fneep ? What was wanting to him of Ifmael's 
^sdour and -^ercenefs 4ie fupplied with a fox-like 
craft and fubtlety. Yet, how often did he plunder 
the children of Hamor ? And hoafted afterwards of 
the preys he bad taken from them with the bow and 
i^ear. 

IVhen your fathers came out of Egypt j what a 
carnage did Mofes their leader commit, when he 
commanded the fens of Levi to arife with their 
fwords in their hands, and every man to kill his bro- 
ther, his friend, and his neighbour^ fo that there 
fell that day, at the foot of Mount Sinai, three and 
twentv thoufand men i yet, for the fake of diis de- 
teftable trajgedy, he blefled them, faying, * You 
* have coni&rated your hands this day in blood, eve- 
^ ry man in the blood of his neighbour/ Behold 
the ormnal of your priefthood^ which is the high* 
eft ranK of nobdity among the Jews ! 

Remember how your fathers almoft cut off the 
wh<Je race of Benjamin, {o that there were not 
above fix hundred men of that tribe left alive^ For«- 
get not alfo, how Abimelech, of the tribe of Ma- 
fia&b, got the fovfreignt^r, by maflacring .iiBventy 

of 
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of his own hrotbcrs on one ^oae. Your 9vm f4* 
cords fay. that God gave you Kings in his wratfaif 
among wncMir there was not one who waa not a man 
of blood. And, in the whole catalogue, yoq cao 
fcarce find four who are not tainted with facrilege, 
idolatry, and other enormous vioes^ 

In a word, Nathan, both the fona of Ifmael and 
Ifaac were but meix ; a^id, if thou haft HQthing elft 
to obje<3 againft the former but what thou tmift con^ 
fefs the latter was equally ffuilty of. I adWfe thee 
henceforth to lay thy hand iipon thy mouth, and 
ceafe to fpeak evil of thofe againft whom no 
can lhar|>en his tongue or pen, and profper. 

Parisy ftid of the %d Moon, 
of the Year i65}. 



LETTER XXIL 
To the fame 

Y Concluded my other letter fomewhat imperfed* 
X hj sufid fliort of my defign ;' being interrupted 
by a uidden deluge of hiunours overftowing mycmf 
accompanied with a tempeft in tifty head, wnicb at 
firft took from me the power of thinking rwi' 
Jarly, and of feeing how to write. I am often /ub^ 
2cSt to thefe weaknefies of latc^ afid to many ether 
.maladies. My body fenfiblv 4ecays i age and care» 
watchine and ficknefs, with athouland cafualties 
biefides, nave almoft diflblved thi$ congealed medley 
of the elements. Methinks, I am now no more than 
a poor (keleton, to which nature and fortune have 
left a dry and withered (kin,- for mode's fake, to 
. cover .it9 nakednefs j with a few evacuated veins and 
arteries, fhrunk fin? W3, tendons, muTcles, and car- 
tilages^ to tack this machine of bones together, aAa 
keep it in motion. In a word, I feem to myfelf to 
be only a hobgoblin, or ghoft in difguife } I cannot 

fay 
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Cif iootfiiate (forHuMreloftaUiiiy Idh) Imt «a% 
iKi^ed or douted up in the moft coiitanpdUe 
&;^s, rags, aud antiquated lelicks of mortality, 
)ike a maiwHii and fcaicciow, I hang tugedicr by 
geometry. 

Yet, luch as I am at tfaefe yeais, I ftill pofiefs, wt 
certain feafons, more feiene and vigorous though^ 
than in the days of my youth, when I was full <i 
marrow and good blood. I can fcel my foul fome- 
times fluttering her wings, and brilkly ihaking o^ 
liie heavy, flimy clogs of earth, of flecp, and of in* 
chanted life, or living death. She ftruts and plumes 
herfelf, (he mounts aloft, and glides in happy, 
though but momentary, foretaftes of eternal buis. 
And theo,litfed down again by charms of her accuf- 
tomed eafe and pleafure in the fleOi, flie comes to 
hand at cail> and, betnsr IwHlwinked from the ra» 
diant light of heaven, Ine taonely perches on the 
ineaneff fenfiud appetite, which eauly conveys her 
.to her wonted darknefs. This is the changeable 
^te of mortals^ and we muft not exped a fixed 
condition on this fide the fepulchre : The noble and 
the vulgar are equally liable to diefe inconftancies 
of fpirit ; neither ^w. the more exalted ftate of fo- 
vereign Monarchs privilege them from the com^ 
•mon. frailties of mankind. They are no otherwife 
<liftinguifhed from^^the meaaeft of their-flaves, than 
only by the vaftneis of their po0effions, their nume- 
rous retinue, their unlimited power, and the pa« 
geantry .of external honour. 

If we examine. the origin of nobility and royal 
.grandeur,. if we* trace the genealogies of Prince 
/and Potentates up to their fountain, we ihall find 
the fifft fathers of thofe jtoify pedigrees to be cruel 
butchers of meoi, oppreilbrs, tyrants^ perfidious, 
truce-hreakers, robbers, and parricides. In a word, 
th^ moil primitive Nobility was no other than po- 
tent wickednefs, or dignified impietv. .And all the 
•fui^effive continuatiobs of ;it by ifineritance, elec- 
./tjoA, or otherwife, even to tbcfe modern time», are 
)but ^fo many, traditions oficxorbitant powtx and ho- 
3 ^^"^> 
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nour, acquired and propagated by the mbft en«> 
inous vices^ 'by pnuSlices vtn worthy of men, and of 
«rhich the aj»thors themfelves are adways aihamed. 
Therefore iney cover their unjaA incroachments 
and invafions with the fpecious pretexts of juftice 
ftnd virtue, calling that corKjueft which is no other 
than downright robbery, and -profeffing themfelvrt 

Strons of m^n's liberties and rights, religion and 
V, whilft m efFed, they are the greateit oppref* 
ibrs, hy{>ocrites, atheifts, and coit-Iaws in the world* 
,xThis is libt only true in the raqe of Ifmael and 
Ifaac, of whom I made -mention in my other letter j 
l}ut inaH the families which have ever made any 
eminent figure and noife in the world. 

* What were the four renowned monarchies, but to 
inany empires of banditti, governrtientsof free-boot-*- 
crs, pirates, and licenfcd thieves ? As Diomedes 
told Alexander the Great : * I,' fays he, * becaufe 
** I play the- private corfatr, ana cruife up and down 

* the feas with one finc^e fliip, am accufed as a pi- 

* rate : Thou, that doft the fame thing with a mighty 
■* fleet, art called an Emperor. If thou wert alone 

* and captive, as I am* they would efteem thee no 

* better than a thief i And, were I at the head of a 
-* numerous army, as thou art, ! fhduld be revc- 

* renced as an Emperor. For, as to the >uftice of our 
' caufe, there is no other difference but this, that 
^ thou doft more mifchief than I. Misfortune has 

* compelled me to he a thief; whereas nothing but 

* an intolerable pride, and infatiable avarice, put 
^ thee upon the fame courfe of life. If fortune would 

* prove more favourable to me, perhaps, I migltf 

* hecome better; Whereas thjrconti««d fucceliefe 

* make thee but the worfe.' Alexander, admiring 
the boldnefe of the man, and the refolutenefs of hi^ 
fpirit, gave him a command in hrs army, that fo he 
might rob and plunder from thenceforth by au- 
thority. 

But I fhould have begun higher in antiquity witk 
ihe^mpire of the Aflyriarts, founded by Ninjis, in 
ibc blood and (laughter^ ruin aad dc^ji^on* of aH 

his 
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' liis iieighboars^ and increafed after the fame mediods 
by his wife Semiramis, who begging of her hufband 
that ibe might reign for five days, and he granting 
her requeft, fhe put on the royal ornaments, an<C 
fitting on the throne of lincontroulable majefty, 
commanded the guards to kill her hulband. Which 
being done, flie fucceeded in the empire, adding 
Ethiopia to her other dominions, carrying a war 
into India, and incompaffing Babylon with a mag- 
nificent wall I at laft fhe was killed by her fon Ni^ 
nyas. Thus was the Aflyrian monarcny eflablifhed 
in regicides, maflacres, and canu^. And by the 
fame methods it was tranflated by Arbadus to the 
Medes, behaving caufed Sardznapalus, the lafland 
mofl effeminate of the Aflyrian Kings, to die in the 
midft of his concubines. Thus was treachery and 
murder handed down with the fovereign power, till 
at length Cyrus the Perfian transferred them to his 
country ; whofe fon, Cambyfes, raifed the fecond 
univerlal monarchy, on the additional ruins of m^- 
ny other kingdoms, cementing it with the blood of 
his brother and his fon. Yet, after all, it was trao^ 
flated to the Macedonians by Alexander >the Great, 
not without an eoual guilt of parricide and other 
exorbitant vices. From whom at laft it devolved 
to ^e Romans. 

What need I mention the fcandalous birth of Ro- 
mulus and Remus, the twin fons of an incefluous 
vefbd ? Or their debauched education under a com- 
mon prollitute, fabuloufly veiled by the Roman hi- 
florians under the title of a wolf, to render the ori- 
gin of their empire miraculous ? Why fhould I re- 
count the horrnd fratricide committed by Romulus 
on Remus, his brother ; or the celebrated rape of 
the Sabine wives, virgins, and widows ? It ivill feem 
invidious fx> call to mind the deteflaUe murder of 
Titus Tatius, the good old Captain of ]the Sabinee, 
with many other barbarous nmSscxts. Yet thefe 
enoraious crimes were the foundations of the Ro- 
man grandeur and nobility, fo formidable after- 
wards to the whole earth. And the fupertruftur^ 
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was anfwerable) through all the various changes 
and revolutions of govennment, even, to the reien 
of Auguftus Caefar, under whom Romergained &e 
title of the fourth univerfal monarchy. , 

This Emperor, though he was eftecmed the moft 
merciful and juft Prince on earth, yet he eftabliihed 
his throne in the blood of his kindred, facrificine 
the children of his uncle to the ends of ftate : And, 
-that he might not deviate from the royal ingraticude 
-of other Pnnces, he barbaroufly extinguilheijthe ofF- 
fpring'of his father's brother, who had adopted him 
to the inheritance of the imperial dignity; fcoming 
by an unklngly tendernels to fpare the gloriotts 
names of Antony and Cleopatra, to whom he was 
fo nearly related, and who. had imreflsd him with 
the power of being fo inhuman. 

I will not make thee fick by rehea^ilrtt^the abomi- 
nable lives and wicked ad^ions of the;Nero*s, Do- 
mitian's, Caligula's, Heliogabalus's, . Galienus's, 
and the reft of thofe royal naonfters. Hiftory itfelf 
bluihes to recite fuch prodigies of impiety, and their 
very names are odious to afl generations. 

If we pafs from thefe mighty empires to king* 
domsof lefsnote, weihall itill ^race. the footfteps 
of the fam^ vices. Both ancient and modern re- 
cords are full of thefe.tragedies. The original krng- 
-dom of the Greeks took its rife from fixe parricide of 
Dardanus ; and the female empire of the Amazons 
began in the barbarous maflacre of their hu(bands. 
All ages and nations afford us exam)}!^ of this na- 
ture; and the higheft honours, dignities, and com- 
mands were ever acquired and maintained by the 
higheft injuftice. 

Therefore, honeft Nathan, let thou and I never 
envy the Nobles and Grandees of the earth ; but, 
. contented in our humble pofts, fitting under the 
umbrella's of a happy obfcurity, let us ferve the 
Grand Signior with intqgrity, and soeal void •f in- 
juftice. . - 

Puris, "iid of the idM«OB| 
of the Year 1663. 

. LET- 
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LETTER XXIIL 
To Codarafrad Cheik, aMan cf the Law. 

TH O U- wilt approve the Ibitcnce that was jtC- 
tenlay executed on a Frencfaflian in this city, 
who fa\d he was the fon of God, and hadparfuaded 
ft gceat' many poor ignorant people to believe him. 
He was burnt alive tor his blafphemy, and his aihes 
kicked 'inttf a ditch. Had he been convidtod of this 
horrid impiety in atff)^x)f the Grand ^Signior'sdomi* 
nions, be had undergone the like, or a more ter- 
rible punifhment : For Ae Alcoran exprdOy fays, 
^ That God has itetther i^fe, fon, daughter, or 
* companion : And that thofe fliall fufFer eternal 

* * -pains who teach any fuch do6bine.' Doubtlefs, 
there is but one God, and the eternal unity cannot 

* be divided, or multiplied, to make more Gods in 
fra£^ion, or •proc^-eatean offspring of diminutive 
deities. -He, tbe-fotherof all things, dwells in eter- 

^ nal folitude, and, from an infinite ^retirement, be- 
holds the various generations of the univerfe ; they 
«Fe«9dl equally his offspring, and it is blafphemy to 
affirm he has a^ii^n or a. daughter,' or a companion 
like unto himfelf. For he is uncreated, unbegot- 
ten, and intirc : Sole pofieflbr of his own glory, 
without rival or competitor, Ther^ was none be- 
fore him, neither fhall there be any after him. He 
is without beginning or end. 

JBut thefe Infidels harbour ftrange opinions about 
a trinity of Gods, and follow the dodtrines of Her- 
mes Trifmegiftus, Plato, Plotinus, and other Pa- 

, gan pbi|ofophers, w^K) awrted a triid in the deity ; 

and on that bafis fdunded all the polytheifm of tne 

Gentiles. Hence Pythagoras drew his tetragram- 

maton, by playing the chyfhical arithmetician, and 

extrading a quaternity out of three. But the poets, 

•>Qpt puzz^fing Iheir heads with the myfteries ot thefe 

'' diVihe aitd" urtintelligible numbers, delivered their 

theology in plain, grois fidions, fuitable to the ca- 

G Z pacities 
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pacities of the vulgar : One midwifing a goddefs out 
of Jupiter's brains : Another ftarting a god from hi3 
thigh. But this filly fellow could not derive his pe-* 
digree fo near as from a little toe of the diviiuty« 
Therefore he was defervedly reduced to his fiift 
atoms, and fpurned out of the world. 

The French have various kinds of puniihrnent- 
for malefa^ors, but none more terrible than break* 
ing on the wheel. This is infli£bed/only on noto- 
rious criminals, and the manner is thus : The pdt- 
ty condemned is fattened to the wheel, with his arms 
and legs extended to their fuUkngth and widenefs : 
Then comes the executioner, and, with an iron 
bar, breaks one bone after another till the miferable 
wretch is in the agonies of death, and fo he is left 
to expire in unutterable torments: Forfomemen 
of ftrong conftitutions will retain life in this con- 
dition for twelve or more hours together. 

Honourable Codarafrad, though the executions 
of the Eaft are more fwift and furprifing than thofe 
of the Weft, yet they are not comparable to them 
for cruelty : The worft death being but a minute^ 
pain. 

Sage Chelk, I reverence thy accomplifhed know- 
ledge in the laws of equity and juftice. 

Parlsy X5th of the %d Moon, 
9f the Year 16^3. 
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LETTER L 

To Solyman, his Coufin, at Chalcedon* 

I Commend thee for removing thus from place to 
place, and could wiih that thou wouldeft not 
only exchange thy reddefnce through all the cities 
feated on the Bofphorus, Propontis, Euxine fea^ 
atid the Hellefpont, but vifit by turns all the famou» 
marts in the world. 

Praife be to God, we are not born in Mufcovy, 
Ruflia, China, or under the narrow-fouled govern- 
ments of Lycurgus^ Plato, and fuch kind onealousr 
Lawgivers j where it would be no lefs punimment, 
than the lofs of one*s eyes, ears, and feet, if not of 
life itfelf, to travel out of his native country, or for 
aftranger to come in, excepting foreign Ambafia** 
dors and Agents, who in China are forced to travel 
with ti^ir wees veiled or muffled, from the confines 
G 3 •• 
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to the Court, left they ihould efpy the difadvantages 
of the country. - 

Doubtlefs, this is repugnant to the law of nature, 
and nations, an oppreffion of humanity, and diredl- 
ly oppofite to the purpofe of Gad wheo he deligned 
and made us ibciable creatiores : For the whote earth 
is but as one country or province, common to men 
and beafts. It is our element, and therefore we 
ought to be free in it, to range where we pleafe, as 
the fowls do in the air, and the fifli in the fea, with- 
out any law, reftraint, or injury. Such a thought 
as this made Socrates, when he was afked. What 
countryms^i he was ? anfwer, * I am' a native of 
• the univerfe, and therefore free to live where I 
*will.' 

Thou knoweft our cpufin Ifouf has travelled over . 
all Afia and Africa, with fome parts of Europe. 
My brother Pefteli Hali has alfo vifited many re* v 
gions in the Eaii:. Both of them have improved their « . 
ellates and fortunes in the world, the one at Aftra- 
can, the other at Conftantinople. Follow their fteps, 
and thou mayeft have thy heaf-f s c*n{ent. Go and 
obferve the different manners of men,, their various 
cuftoms, laws, add religions. Siirycythe moun- 
tains, vallies, defarts, rivers, lakes, feas, cities, 
caftks, palaces, ahd all the ©thfcr deUfable ©bjadfcr ; 
which emb^llilh this globe. 

But beware of the infirmity of moft travellers, 
who, cameleon-like, change their humour and rtian- 
pers, as the regions vary through which they piifs : 
Mere mimicks, buffoons, and apes, who place their 
excelkncy in imitating every thirig they fee or meet 
with: Thus degenerating from themfelvfei, inftead; 
of improving their minds in true fcience and wif- 
dom, aftd hardening their bodies to endure patient- 
ly the injuries of the elements j with all the fatigues 
and contingencies of human life, which, are the 
chief ends of travelling, next tp that of learnii* 
how to ferve our Sovereign and our country in* 
more refined manner. 

Solyman, 
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Solyman, never think that thou wilt defervc the 
character of a prudent traveller, if, at thy return, 
thou canil only boaft of ftrange and incredible things 
thou haft feon, tdl mpnftrous romances, ajjd Hdiions 
more fabulous thai^thofe of the Gentile poets. Aini 
at fblid' knowledge and the improvements of a ra- 
tional creature. As thou goeft out a Muflulman, fo 
return; but with all the advantages that may re- 
comnusnd thee for a perfon accompliflaed in hiltory, 
morah, politicks, and divine philofophy. 

If thpu d^eft not undertake a ramole at large, go 
to thy coulin Ifouf at Aftracan, where he is fettled 
in a way of traffick and merchandife. Take thy 
voyage py the Black Sea and- the Palus Maeotis. 
Call thy eyes on the ancient kingdom of Colchis, 
at thou faileft by her (hores ; connder the temper of 
the Min^elians, Circaffians^ and Tartars, with 
the reft of the people through whofe territories thou 
wilt pafs. And, when tlwu arrivcft at Aftracan,. 
trfl my couftn Ifouf, that I wifljed thee to take this 
cburfe : He will refpeA thee for thy uncle's recom- 
mendation. Shew him this letter, and let his own 
eyes. fee the hand-r writing of Mahmut, theagedy. 
weather-beaten flave of the earth's great Sovereign ; 
the old, grey, griiled watchman of the fublimePorte^* 
, 5rhich is the refuge of mortals. He will find many 
opportunities of advancing thee. JBut I advife thee- 
to wean thyfelf from allfondnefs, inconftancy, and 
difcontent. Be true to thy truftf fediilous and ac-> 
tive, patient and refigned. Take all things as they, 
come firom Deftiny, without being peevifh op fretful. 
So may God blefs thee, and give thee the riches 
of the earth, and the fweet infUiences of heaven j. 
xaske thee happy here and hereafter.. Finsdly, may 
thy reft be on high in Paradife. . ^ 

f^, iftof theftli Mgooi ! ; 

of die Year 1663. . •-* 
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LETTER II. 

To Pcfteli Hall, his Brother, Matter of the 
Cuftoms at Conftantinople. 

TFI E R £ is no doubt but, when thou 'wzH in 
the Indies, the names of Sultan Dara, Su- 
jah, Aurengzebe, and Morad Blatche were nat lefs 
known to thee than that of their father Cha Jehan, 
%he Grand Mogul. Thy bufinefs, as wellas curio- 
I'lty, called thee often to the Court, where thou haft 
heard the charadlers of thefe young Princes, whofe 
early years furnifhed the world with matter of noife 
and great expectations, and eave the old Monarch 
that begot them trouble and care enough to keep 
them in order, and prevent . their machinations 
^ainil one another, as well as againft himielf.. For 
in thofedays he fawhis family divided into fa£lions> 
and a royal envy, mixed with ambition, whetting^ 
brothers and lifters againft each other, who by na** 
ture were made for the offices of reciprocal love. 

Surely, it is but a glorious infelicity for children 
to be thus born candidates for a crown, when each 
is obliged, by a principle of felf-prefervation, to 
purfue his claim, in a method whoHy repugnant to 
humanity, and the affe£lion that is aue to thofe of 
the fame blood : When, (baking off all tendernefs 
and compaifion, the fons of one mother muft flieathe 
their fwords in each other's bowels, to prevent their 
own fate ; and ravifh a crown by force, to fave 
thfcir lives* 

. Yet this is the misfortune of all the Eaftern 
Courts, that they cannot fee a Prince afcend the 
throne, without the (laughter of his brethren, and 
al! that can be fufpedled to pretend, or ftand in 
competition with hhn for fovereignty. 

However, it muft be confefTed, that the Indian 
policy in thus point is far more generous than that 
#f the Ottomans or Pejrfians j who, either immcdi- 

" ately 
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atrfy after .their pofieffion of^the throne, murder in 
cold blood all the reft of their lineage; or, at leaft, 
imprifon them in fome dark dungeon, during their 
lives, and, not feldom, put out their eyes. And 
this is owing to the difadvantage the unhappy chil- 
<lrenof our Mofiarchs lie under, in that from their 
infancy they are confined te the Seraglio, and edu* 
c&ted under the ti^telage of women and eunuchs,. 
<even during the whole life of their father ; fo that 
lie who is advanced to the throne has all the reft ij& 
liis cuftody the firft hour of his reign. 

Wheresis, in Indoftan^ the Princes of the Mood 
are cconmitted to able and karned tutors, and, a« 
they grow in years, increafiag alfo in knowledge^ 
>xriidom» tmd courage, they are dif[>ofed of, every 
one fuit;able to his capacity, fome being made Mi^ 
jiifler$ of State, others Generals of annies, or Go»- 
vemors of provinces : Whereby each ia put in a coa* 
dition tQ make parties for himlelf among the Gran>« 
dees, and thofe of inferior degree, and to fortify 
his ifttc^ft in court and city, country and camp. 
Thus an open field is left for sdi to try their wit and 
courage in, for the fake of inheritance; and it n 
more equal to let them nobly (kirmiih for a crown, 
and ni»e a warlike lottery for lift or (teath^. than to 
let up. one with the advanta^ and chara^er of a 
butcner, and turn the' Sen^lTo into a (hambles,. aU 
wavs polluted with royal inaocent blood* 

But evecy ftate purfues its own maxims ;; aad there 

.«re not wandt^ ineai of the laar who juftily this ii>- 

human condua of our Sultans, as the only means to- 

prevent publiek diftrai&ions and civil wars ; wbick 

always happen where there are maayr preteacfers te^ 

the imperial dignity, as it ktelyfeU out in tha^ Indies*. 

I need noc acquamt thee witK what particular di|r« 

iiiti<^s and.<;ot|iitkands the Gfieat Mosul invefted his 

four fons. Thpu couldeft^ fii0ici6nuy inform thy* 

felf of thefe things, wheh thou: waft at neh&, the 

.capital city of Indoftan; Neither- need- 1 fey any 

thing of Rauchenara Bc^gum,, or her fifter Saheb, 

thfiSi two daughters of Cha Jehan, Thou,, that hal^ 

G 5 hc^ 
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been there in perfon, knoweft more of thcfe tbin^Sv 
than I, who ail^ oblieed to the merchants and tra-* 
vellers for all my intelligence df the Indian afiairs. 

But I can certify thee of fometbing which has 
been tranfadled there fince thy return to Conftanti-* 
nople ; thfe fame whereof, perhaps, is Hot yet ar-i^ 
rived at the imperial citr. 

Know then, that in the year 1655, aniiwduir be^ 
ing fpread abroad through the provinces of India^ 
that Cha Jeban was dead, each of his four ibtis bex- 
gan to lay about him for the crowtt They did ^ 
that is ufual in fuch cafes for ambitious perfon^ to 
do, by courting the Omrabs and Rlajahs Wili^ i^gt 
prefents and large promifes, by oUigingthefoldiery 
twith immenfe lareefles : In a ^troro^ by roiifiiif up 
the frieiMHhip andintiegrity of their adhetletltiB) aivd^ 
b^.winning over ffaangere \o their different partie^^ 
ivith whatfoever elfe was thought neceflary to csury 
x^n a profperoos war againft one anodier : For the 
innate defire of reigning had equally poiieAed them 
ail. But D^ftiny, whith appoints and confumMates ~ 
iiuman events^ kad refeiVed the crowii for Atkt^nkr 
«be; i«4io toftaffed alVtbe r^ft in policy ^d dlffiu 
mulation., ^ 

With profound craft this Prince ovtr-reatbed hi^ 
younger broths, Morad Batches and put him in 
chains in the midft of Morld's own army 5 pacify- 
ing the Oncers with bribes, and the (9dmmt>n (6l^ 
dlers with increafe of their pay,, whilfl tie fern their 
General away prrfoner tO'OTiexif his ftmn^'cafljesw 
This wai5 the nrft coftfidea^able ftrdce he -g^ve to- 
wards gainivig a crown. For now he *^s not only 
tid of one competitor, and the moft d^n^roiis of all 
the reft; but alfo became Matter of hiis uifiy^ and 
^ histfeafUfej whic^ being joined to his oWn, 
(tilt htm in a condition to purfue his ^^od fortiilte 
-With fuccefs. Yet the vnt l^rfied afatoft fi^ yfiairs ; 
his bipther, Suhftn St^ah, keeping him in play on 
ffie fide of Bengal, ^ftffSultaiiDara near th^ capital 
icities of Agra End Dehf i. 

But, 
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Butyiit laft, they were both forced to yield to the 
fortune of Aurengzebe. In fine, he was eftabliihed^ 
au^idoow fits on th? throne of his. fathers; whiift 
rfakpyfell facrifices to the iealoufy and revenge of 
^beir yi£toriou$ brother ; being, as I anr informed^ 
twdoin prifoaers, and afterwards poifbned, or hurried 
out of the world fome other way* 

Thus paffes away human glory, like a cloud driven 
before the wind ; or like the fnu)ke of a £ns, which 
looks bright and gay £cu*a while, crackles, and givea 
beat to m that are near it, bat is either (adSsnly 
ciuenched with water or evaporates into air, and is. 
no mareremembefed^ 

DearPefteli, confider that this earth i$ notour 
najRvsfr oottntqr . We ai» foreigners here below -, let 
us tBftproyeour&lyeSy by everv thing we incounter^ 
in knowlodge and virtue, witnout Iearnii\2 the ya^-. 
nity and vices Df mortals* 

Fadsy 4^ of die 6di Mooo» 

flf|heyffur|66v 
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To Ufcph> Baffa^ . 

HERE is great oejoicinff for the converfion, 
of a cestain Frotmant Prince ^ the faith of 
the Ko^iaa dmrcht They caH him the Duke of 
Meddenbuvgh* He is faid to fprii^ from an an^^ 
ctent race of Kin^ among the' Vandals. Thij 
Ocwrt^caidies liim m an^extr^rdinary manner^ aa 
' *Key dIbiaUy do all {irofelytes of his lugb quality ; a$ 
iir poor and vulgar converts, they ibrve only to be-^ 
XMne the «riefts Savesand^afies. 

TheKinfi;, wh^ is fiyled the^da^ fon of die? 

chiuxdi^ ana therefore oueht Jto vppeait s^ Jmng^fo^ 

G & mon-r 
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monftration of her boofted virtues, has been very Ti.^ 
beral of his favours to the new devotee, creating 
him Knight of the Holy Spirit, which is the moft 
fublime degree of honour in this kingdom, next CiO 
that of being made a Peer of the realm. ^ 

Couriers arrive one at the heels of another frotr& 
the Duke of Beaufort, who is cruifm^ about on th^ 
Mediterranean. But I cannot get a light of any o£ 
them, nx>r learn what their exprefies contain. 'The' 
Courtiers and'Statefmen here are the very whirlpools 
of intelligence. Whatever news is communicated to 
them is Iwaliowed up and loft for ever in profound 
filence. They receive all, but return none again.. 
However, peo];de take the liberty to gve&, every 
man acconliAff^to his realbn or fency. Some iky. 
the Duke of ^aufbrt has engaged with a fleet of 
Algerine^, and driven them into their harbour with 
creat lofs on their fide, and triumph on his. . Others^ 
bugh at this as only a Court-romance, who ftrive 
to prepoflefs the nation with profperous ftories of the 
King s arms both by fea and land. Whilft a third 
ibrt affirm, that thofe difpafches come not from the 
Duke fif ^Bf^ufort. who,, thcy.&y, is dead>^ being 
killed by a cannon-ouUet, in an incounter with the 
Corfairs of Barhary : But tbatthev ^re fent from 
the next chief* Oficera in the Toulon fleet, to give 
the King an account .of his .deaths and receive new 
orders 

In the mean while,' we are wholly taken up here 
sit prefcnt with the- reception of the Swifs Amba(^ 
fadors^ They made their puUick Entry into Paris 
^ydfbrday, after they had been magnificendy.enter-% 
tained at the Caftle of the wood. A thoufand cha-^ 
ffiot$ accompanied them through the ftreet»of Paris. 
: 'jThey are brave jolly perfons, fbns of Bacchus, and 
Wehngs to Mars, ftout in a wine-cellar, aid no 
cowards in the field.. 

Courteous B2^,.thou kcSk I do AOt fafget my 
friends, butfejidtoall, by turns, the advices that 
MQ»e 10 toy hands* I wim thou wouldeft favour 

m« 
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me with a fliort Jketch cf Aj pleaTuiv wiA ibe 
Grand Signior, in the BCtf^bbimnB^ plans oT A* 
^rianople. 

Fmkf iodioftbeiidiMoo% 
of the Year 1663. 



LETTER IV. 

To Hamet, Reis Effeodi, Ptwdpsl Sccrcvuj 
o£ the Ottoman Empiic. 

X T is hard to determine whether AeFrmdi King 
X excels-moft in martial affiun, or tlioie of flate. 
He is good at both. His counrels aie wile^ and his 
anions great. A man both in body and nund form- 
ed *for empire ; and outflripping his years in aB 
thin^, fayetheailairsof love. Thefe, indeed^ he 
purees with youthful vigour and paffion, being bv 
nature very amorous, and efleemcd the handfbmeft 
Prince of this age by diofe who confider a regular 
fhape, graceful features;, and a ma«eitick aweftilneft 
in his face, as die principal ingredients in a mafcu* 
line beauty. 

It is certain he is very acceptable to die Ladies, 
who are the moft competent judges in this cafe. 
And they value him fo much the more, becaufe his 
love never abates the due fentiments a Monarch 

3htto have of his glory. For be Ratifies both 
ions, without funeringthem to interfere, ma* 
naging his fofteft intrigues with fuch exquifite pni* 
dence, that he ftiil comes ofF 9 herq. 

He has had many miftrefles, and it is a manrfeft 
difcovery of his wit, that he never faftened his af<« 
fe£lions on any that deferved not the fame character. 
She that has tne greateft fhare in his heart, at pxe*- 
fent, is called the Duchefs of Vaujour ^ a woman 
r^fed to that title by the King's bounty, for the 
i^Ice of bis love« She has. a rehned wit, and that 
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is all that can be (aid io her praUb. For» ^$ to her 
bodf « it would h^rdlv tempt ^n jy^d^ereat painter 
to employ his {kill, unlefs it were in defcrijbinswhdt 
the taylor endeavours to hide, and that is a defor- 
mity much like mine, a remarkable bunch in the^ 
bacK ', yet this great Monarch loves her paffionstely^ 
and wm not be e^filv crofled in his amours. 

The Queen, anti ntS'motner, have endeavourcu^ 
by divers methods, to reclaim himi but all prove 
ineffe£hial. A ^ile ago they fet Ms Confeflor to 
work^ who^ with abundance of unieafonable gc^ . 
\ity, t^prelcnted to the young invincible Monarcit 
the ill confequences'of lualawTul love (for thefe In* 
fidels efteem none lawful, but what is beftowed only 
oaofie wife. ) He faid all that wm proper ht a Jeft4t 
tOiirge<mfuch an occaficoi, aod a great deal more; 
llireatenini; theroyalJovfr with fevere pehaace^ aii€ 
I know not what. Impatientof this ditcoudc from 
ia fubje^ft, yet refpe£ting the chara&er |pc bore as a 
pridl^ the Kinr, wim a refenred countenaacey 
tanked him for his pious counfel, telling him withi- 
lal, that, for the future, he di&harged htm from his 
fenrice, bieiiM; fefolvied toobey the odd canons of the 
church, and coftfcfs tb ncoe but the prieft of the 
Mrith. , Thus the fO0r J^nit wasdifcafded, and^ 
befides the Kind's difplearure, he has dmiim upQA 
bimfelf -dtecenlares imd curfes oflits whole oMcr, 
for difoUirifig fo potent a Monarch, osdy to pkaiie 
two pecvim women. . 

Uluftrious Minifler, Kings are as Gods oiLearth^ 
and they efteem it a pcofanattom of their i£vinitY., 
. when tmr atftions aretoonarcowly fottmcd by theapr 
• fubjc£b. 

Pans, 7th x>f the xft Moon^ 
of the Year 1664. 
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JLfiTTfiR V. 

To Pefteli Hall, his Bm ther. Matter of the 
Grand S^nkMr'i, Cuftomsi u ConibncU 
nople. 

THE iicf^s whkh tfey temr iiHpms ivk>ul<I 
aft^afi^Wilfh incr^ibleddight, vrerefuch 
m thill^ ^i&bl6 to come M plfs. Ic b a long tiin6 
fki^belkiiv^tieefiMiMrY^f ^i^«nifig^m Parts, anJ 
«^ cSdnvtsrfitig only Wifn Itifid^ls. There is a per* 
ttCt ferttlpaai#' be«w«eh thdr humonr and mitie. 
A^ it ts hd^ftll Viokn^e k >itiJin does to his nature^ 
iH Ateh a <Mfe', ithen all his adietis and tfords are 
<s<AimetAi^i TM3 ^oes mfghtHy againft tire grain. 
But I have thought nothing too much to door fuf- 
fer for oAt gi*at Maftef 9 ihtereft ; and I am ftiB of 
' thfe fame l^efolution. Yet nature rtfelf abhors ferrce 
and reftrftint. Therefore it would be a vaft comfoit 
to bt tijcalled fi-om this di&greeaUe ftation, and 
frfacted in fdme otJicsr poft, where I might ferve Gxjd 
a^ the Grand Signior with more eafe. 

Bdides^ I have met with nothing bat pcrfecutions 
and reproaches from fomc of the Seraglio, ever fmce 
I cafne to this city ; as I have often hinted in my 
difpacch<es to. the (jrrandees, and, particularly, once 
to thfe noUfelCericer Hafian, Bafia, our countryman 
and fri^nd^ . Wherern I aHo implored his favour and 
intercefEon, tfiat I rtight have leave to retire into 
Arabia, and fpend the reft of my days in the place 
inhere 1 firft drew my breath ; or, at leaft, that I ^ 
mi^ht he permitted to return to Conftantinople, 
and give an account of my agency in thefe parts, 
though it were to the lofs of my head, if I defer- 
ved it. 

I perceive that generous Bafla took compaffion <Ai 
my fuflferings, and has done his utmott to relieve 
me. It is to him I owe the propofal that was made 
in the Divan^ of fending me to the Court of the 

Grand 
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Grand Mogul, there to negt)ciate fome private af* 
fairs of importance for the^ultan* 

There is nothing that I have had a greater paffiot 
for, thefe many years, than thehappinefe of vifititt| 
thofe remote parttf of the earth, fo vencfrable for th< 
antiquity of thtir inhabitants, and the^xcelkncy oil 
their laws, cuftoms, religion, and goveroment? 1 
mean the Gentoo Indians, and not the race of tht 
Moguls, who came ou^ of TarUjry, and ^e but (H 
yefterday, in coniparifon Viiljx f;he. aboriginal, people, 
whofe genealogies and ppij^iSpn3 of mat counliT 
ftretch oeyona all the records in th^ wprld befidea. 

Ever fince I read the journai of thy travels ia the 
Eafty I was iAflamqd with aA ^i^nt defire to. (e^ 
that renowned nation, tocoovei^e with.^ the Bracihr 
.'mans, and; pry in(o the myfteries of their unknown 
wifdom, which occaiions h nmuch difcoarfe in the 
Vorld. 

I know not what aits me^ but I promijfe my&lf 
more fatisfac^ion from their books, were I capable 
of underftanding the language in which thevace 
writ,, or from the lips of thofe priefts^ wJio nave 
them in their cuftody* than from all the prophets 
and fages in the world. I fancy I ihould find iotofir 
thing prodigiouflyftrange and ama^&ing in their hif- 
tory, yet Cquaring with human reafon and probar* 
. bility p£ truths I mould meet with arguments which 
I cannot yet ftart, to prove the eternity of th^ world.; 
argiiments clear and demonftrative : Such a^ would 
dlablifli this dodrine, againift. al) pbj^dions that 
have, or can be made to the contrary. 

Tne idea, which I already, enteitam of founase^- 
furable a duration, is only founded on my own na- 
tural thoughts^ and fupported by the concuirent opi- ' 
nion of feveral ancient philofophers. But I flipuld. 
. hope to fee it difpoyered, by thefe In^i^n records to 
be a truth as bright as th^ fun, and as fixed^as the 
center of the eadh. 

There is another thing fpr which I mightily ad- 
mire the Indians, and wherein I endeavour to imi- 
tate them, to the utmoft of my power : That is, tlje 
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hMct and tendemefs they fhcw towards the bcafts. 
it is a thing which needs a confiderable expiation, 
h by chance thev kill any living creature : But, if 
dey do it wilfullv, out of cruel wantonnefs or ma* 
Ike, and not in their own defence, it is punifhed 
lu'th death, no lefs thgn if they had murdered a 
nan. No care of health, nor fear of diflblution by 
iicknefs, can tempt one of the Brachman race to 
tafte a bit of fleih : Much lefs could they be induced, 
by the mere plcafure of their appetites, to copimit 
that which they efteem fo enormous a fin, and the 
very fountain of all other vices. They count it the 
greateft injuiHce that can be to fuftain their own 
lives by the death of any of their fellow-animals ; 
and they efteem it a puiillanimity unbecoming a 
man, when he dares not venture his life on the fruits 
of the earth, and the milk of the cattle^ which bp 
may enjoy in innocence; and nature affords him more 
than enough of all forts of lawful nourilhment. 

•^ This religious abftinence is the mother of heroick - 
virtues ; and thofe who pradife it inviolably are 
ilways in a ftate to contemn the world, death, and 
all momentary things. Hence it is that the Indians 
p> to the inviiible world as chearfullyas they would 
lake a journey to China and Perfia, Turky, or any 
other part of^the earth. For they efteem death no 
other than a fetting-out, or voyage of the foul to * 
a more agreeable region. 

But I need not infift fo much on thefe thinn to 
thee, who haft been among them, and art famuiar* 
ly acc^uainted with their genius and inclination. I 
Aide into this difcourfe infenfibly, by the pleafure I; 
take in thinking of thefe people, and their admi-: 
rable virtues, as a man falls in loye with a beautiful . 
woman by attentively gazing on her, and many 
times forgets himfelf and the bufinefs he was about, 

ommits errors and indecencies, and, through the 

onfufion of his fpirits, is quite loft,. like otie in a: 

vood. 

To return thei^fore to my purpole : A-^urney.to 
the Indies would be very plesuant< to mie on feveral: 

•ihef 
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other accounts. Tlie very ftar» dP niy nativity in- ^ 
clined me to travel, and, from my cradle in rr»y fa- ^ 
ther's houfe, I was tranfported- to Conftantin«>ple, 
niany hundreds of leagues from the place of rr>Y 
birth. Thou knoweft what a roamer I have been, 
fmce that trme : And I can aflTure thee I retain 
the fame difpofition IHII. But there is no country 
under the moon which I wilh to fee with greater 
earneftnefs th$n Indoftan, the very name whereof 
founds ajmdft' as Tweet as Par adife. Doubtlefs, it is 
the Eden of the earth in n^ny refpeds. • And the 
inhabitants believe there was no better for the ori- 
ginal parent of mankind to dwell in, ranking the 
hjfitory of^Mofes, on that fub§e<9:, in the number 
of celebrat^jd fables. I approve not this cenfure of 
the Indians, yet, I tell thee, as a MufTulman, I dare 
fay the myfterious writings of Mofes are quite niif- 
underftood by the greateft part of mankind ; neither ^ 
can any two of hi» interpl«te^?s agree exactly wfafich' 
was the particutar fituation of Paradife. Someplace 
that garden in Meibpotamia ; others in Paleftine j ' 
and a third fort affirm it was in Egypt : This man - 
will have it \n Afia, that in Africa. They are di- 
vided in their opinions : And I might as welt fay ft 
vrars usfder the Red Sea, between them bolh ; and- 
bring as many cabalillick proofe to defend it. But *' 
thfeftgnifies* nothing .t<y ils^ Jet it be whefre it vifill. 
Every place is aParadife which a man fancies to be 
h i and nbthin^ can Seat me off from the cohceit I 
have ctf the Indies. 

*Befides, I fliould take vaft delight in myjourncv 
tikither ; whether I went by the way of tne Blaclc^ . 
Sea, and fo through the ancient kingdomsr of Col- - 
chisy Georgia, aiW Ca«hay, ccKafting klong the foot ■ 
of ^ounC 1 aurus : Or, by the more common road, 
through Syria, Arabia, and Perfia. Either way 
would afibrd matter of thought to a contemplative" 
man, whilft, in ibnM places,, he behfrfds the ruins ' 
of famous cities, and his eyes revel on the fpoils of ' 
tiwie, of fine, of war, or of earthquakes. In others,. 
be beholds? irtiote provinces laid walteand diljjeo- 

' *' ' - , pled, 
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Ksftcdy anly^ meeting here and tiwiba^fewcori, hords, 
KMT tents of Arabs^ Tartars, 01^ CiisadQiaiff berdfQieii ^ 
liwlio f^ra^e up and down tb« pieafant- fields* ot 
\A^a, to pick and cfatiiedonTenktitpaiirutvsr for their 
/cattle. 

/ How pleafaotwonM it be to- travel through my 
1 o\stt country, and behold the tcots of the Ions of 
f Ifhiael (jpread over the plains of the vaft and hor- 
ribJedeiart! To meet with Emirs and Sbe^hs of A- 
rabia, with their flocks and'herds, firmme/ing it up 
and down, and frolicking fnom mountain to valley, 
at their pleafure ! • ' 

From this to pafe to another variety in Perfia 

NTould be equally di verting. W hat kind of tfaou$;hts ' 

ihould I have whiJft on. my bed within the walls of • 

Bagdaty the ftage of fo many great and renowncA) 

adlons mentiotiedih ancient bnlory ! I ilxmuld call^ 

to mind Semfl-amis^ the feundrefs of that noble ci*- 

ty, and all her wars witk the Indians and other na- > 

ttons of the Eaft. I ihould rcAeSt on. her policy, and ' 

the woaknefs of Jier fon Kinyas. I fhould confider 

the various tranflations of the Eaftern empire j theJ 

altemate^fntes of the Me^,. AfiyriatiSy Baibylom- 

ans, and Perfians. And from thence I iboolel na-: 

turally fall upon the conguefts, of Alexander the 

Great ; the rife of the Mckredonran empire ; the 

death of that mighty hero in Babjrlon ; and the dan- 

tonifing the empire among his chief Officers. Such^ 

niemoi^'as fllefe* would waken my thoughts of the" 

vanity of all human affairs,, as it aoes« at this time. 

And, particulai^Iy, I reflect on 'my folly, in fetting 

my heart ib much on travelling to a country, whiclv 

lam never like to fee. * • • 

For, alas I my dear brother, Jam not able to en- 
dure, at this age, the hardfhips of fo lone a jour-* 
ney, kt I tduld in m^ youtU. MucU fickneb ha^ 
impaired the ftrengtn of my conftitotion. ' I am 
grown ^ tender ^s aft infant. The leait pulBT of 
wind is ready to blow out the flame of life. And 
whereas, fermerly^ neither beat nor coldt hunger 
aor thtm,. labour: nor watcbingi could hurt me^ 

now 
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now my health receives damage from every one of 
tbefe. I could not poffibly outlive the fatigue and 
pain of travelling two or thjree days together, VP'ith- 
out a drop of water to refrefli my panting foul • An 
habitual fever has made me the thirftieft man in the 
world. Then I am not able to bear the icorching- 
heat of the fun, to which a traveller in thofe parts 
is neceilarily expofed. I fhould daily diiiblve like, 
wax, or rather exhale in fmoke, in the mid A of 
fo many fervors. In a word, mv body is fo infirm, 
that I am very fure to die before I get half-w^y to 
Indoftan, let me take the neareft road I can. 

Yet. if theMiniftcrs of the Porte fhall think fit 
to fend me, lamreiigned. For I take no farther 
careof my life, than as I may be ferviceable to the 
Grand Signior. 

. I intend to write to our illuftrious friend about it. 
In the mean time, do thou for me what the pru- 
dence of a man and the alFeflion of a brother iha/l 
iuggeft, as moft conducing to the intereft of our 
^overeign^ and our own honour, which we ought 
to prefer to our lives. 

Our mother is in health, and falutes thee with. ^ 
tender embrace. 

. Paris, 9th of .the jd Moofo^ 
of the Year 1664. 



LETTER yi.. 

To Hamct, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire, 

THIS Court of late makes a double figure ; 
the one of real forrow for the Duchefs of Sa- 
voy's death, who was of the blood-royal of France ; 
the other of counterfeit mournine- for the death of 
Carplus Jbfephus, brother to the German Emperor. 
For they inwardly rejoice at this latter,, and wifli: 

the. 
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Ac whole Houfe of Auftria were laid in tbeif graves : 
That family being the only obftacle to the grandeur 
at wliich the French monarchy afpires j the only 
tub ivhich Cardind Richlieu^and his fucceflbr. Ma- 
zarine, found in their Mray, when thev fought to- 
exalt the Boi^rbons to the empire of the Weft. 

The rife and fall of kingdoms, the various 
dianges of government^ the ^ternate fate of na- 
tions, are themes worthy of aMuiTulman's thoueht^; 
conlidering, that thevicElorious and happy Olmsms 
at this <]ay pofiefs the territories of ancient renovirn, 
the provinces and dominions which formerly made 
the grcateft figure and noife in the world. 

What is now become of the moft famous mo* 
narchies of Babylon, Periia, Aflyria, Macedonia* 
Greece, and Rome ! Look for the myfterious and 
learned kingdom of £{[ypt ; the religious ftate of 
die Jews ; me moft ancient kingdom of Sicyoniaps 
and Argives; the commonwealttis of Lacedaemon 
and Athens ; with many other countries mention- 
ed in the records of time ; and we ihall find them 
all fwallowed up in the univerfal empire of the Ot- 
tomans. 

The hiftories of Belus, and how he got the ib- 
yereignty by hunting ^(tfNinus, his fon, wbofiril 
taught the world the methods of idolatry ^ of Semi- 
ramis, Ninyas, Sardanafwdus, Arbaces, Belochos, 
and the reft of thofe Aflyrian Monarchs ; found now 
like an antiquated tale or dream. Neither is^here 
any more life at this time in the Babylonian and 
Perlian jcgifters. The mighty adis of the Nebu- 
chadnezxars, Cyrus's, and the reft of thofe renown- 
ed Conquerors, now lerye but as foils to fet off the 
more glorious enterprifesand fuccefles of our immor- 
tal Sultans* 

It is true, the Perfians, at this day, retain fome 
fragments of that once vaft and formidable Eaftern 
empire. And the Germans have a ihadow of the 
ancient Imperial Majefty of the Roman)i. But 
both the one and the other are grown effeminate and 

weak J 
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weak ; tkcy liav« loft'ttc virtue, -and .^virer, ^tt ! 
'fort»nc.oftheiri5pe<ieccjfere. 

Thou haft* travelled over all the-don^mionsof the 

fiophi, and been aneye-witncfoofthe^^etftanljtxu 
^ry^ libertiniftn, and nakednefi. Thou'haftffeen the 

oftspFtng of heroick fages t-r^nrfbrmed into fiwrine., 

dogs, aifes, and other contemptiMe brutes, as ij; 

- they^iad drank of Ci^'s-cup. So fatal is it to dc- 

• ctine from *hfe. ways of virtue.; nay, -fo impofRhk 
:«ven to ftand fliUin-that facred path, withput being 

- violwitly pulled backward. In a word, thou art lo 
thorou^nly acquainted with the prefentflate of Pcr- 
fia, and all its ciccumftanees, that! fhould appear 

"too officious in pretending to defcribe citlier the 
' country, or t4ie pcepJe^^hat inhabit there. 

'But, as to Europe, thou prpfefleft thyfclf a ftrac- 

• ger, and haft commanded •me to t^hara£Vertfe this 

• euarter of the world: Wherein -Germany makes 
^ ttneflioft-m.ajeftiek figm^ by landjEngland and Hof- 

land.by fea : Spain boafts of her gold ;^whilft'Frajicc 
treafures it up* to pay her armies, to keep foreign 
'Kings in penuon, to batld- mighty^ fleets and mag- 
nificent palapes j ^to corrupt ^he G^rn^an- Princes, 
and make Acm pimps to her ambition, inflruxnents 
of her defigned grandeur,- \^hich is -no iefs-than the 
Weftprn.Empire. 

As'fbr the Duke of-Savw, he is a fnere« tennis- ,; 
•ball, or ^ (huttle-cock, bandied to and frobetwccn 
the Icings of France and Spain. 

The Swiffes are poor and mercenary. They can- 
not ftay at home, unlefs they could banquet on the , 

" turfs and ftones : For all the flelh, fruit, and corn j 
in the land, is not half enough to 'keep them alive, | 

" istnd they -have-little or no money -but what they get 
abroad. This, makes them 41II travellers, and moft 
of them take up the trade of war. They ferve the 
Pope, the French King, and many other Princes, 
for pay : And, where they once engage, they are 
very true totheir truft." But I can ten thee thpy 
would be unwiHine to fight for the Grand Signior, 

; tinlcfs he would allow them plenty of wine, vraich, 

thou 
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theuknovreft, is ocmtnqr to the difriplinr of the 
Mufliilman armies ; and diefe Swifts axcaliepn»- 
iefled adarers ef Bacchus. 

The Hollanders are indnfiiioBS and lich ; tfacf . 
mind nothing but meichandifing and mechaiucfcs. 
They would £un ingrofs the tiadc of the Indies and 
the iLevant to themielves. They traffick that they 
may be in a condition to £ght^ and they f^t to 
eftabliih their commerce^ having no fenie of ho- 
nour, but only of profit. IftheyattElI^lCacy.cQll- 
queft, or make any invafions, it mnft be In Amezi- 
ca, or fome other remote country; for they are only 
upon the defenfive among thor neighbours, not 
daring to4)ethefirftaggreflorsinawar: Inaword, 
they are like a neft of pifinires that trudge up and 
down continually to get piovificms, hot fling and 
bite thofe under whole proto^on they Uvc, if they 
have an opportunity. 

from an illuftrious ftock, will, ere Icmg, reduce 
tiiofe repuhlieans to another fami of government. 
The French ftyle him ^ The bead and heart of the 
^ United Stales,'- and thefe, thou kaoweft, com-» 
mand the hands and feet. 

.Germany is oountodihe bulwark of ChnfiendOm 
againftthemii^ity power of the Ottomans and Tar- 
tars. But, Jn my^jopinion, one of our Ambafladors 
at the Etnpecor's Court gave a truer defcription of 
It, when he compared Germany to a grnt monfler 
: with many heads and tails^ .which, miving a defire 
to break throng aquick«^ fbice or hedge, and 
each partictdar head making way where it could 
beft, among the lefs intangled branches, were ail 
caught iu fo many diflercnt noofes by the interpo-v 
fition of ftrong trees, and fo the monfter was forced 
to retire with fhaihe and lofs : Whereas, he faid, 
the Ofman empire -^was like .an animal with one 
head and many tails, and that .One head, not en- 
. counteriogthe likeidifficultics^eafily'pafied through, 
being followed by .the tails with one.confent« aS the 
vntwified ends of. aten^^Ariaged eord p^fs through 
2 »ring 
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a ring or l^lc^ ^en the united part had led them 
the way* 

I (hould have mentioned Italy, Poland, Denmark* 
Mufcovy, and other recions of Europe : but it i^ould 
be too tedious for one letter, which I mould neither 
have time to wrice^ nor thou patience to read» f^l 
once. 

Therefore I defire thee to accept of this^ only, as 
a rough draught and imperfed (ketch of fome pjarts 
of the Weft. Bxit, in my future difpatches, I will 
imitate the painters, and endeavour to draw esu^ 
member and lineament of this great body to the liA^ 
as near as I can difcern them, by the lights I have 
in Paris. i 

Finis, iothofthe4tliNfiooD, : ] 

of the Yew 1664. . ... | 

LETTER VIL , j 

To Kerker Haffan, BaiTa, j 

MA Y God multiply his bleifings on thee, and | 
canfe thy heart to fparkle with frefh ligfits, | 
and'new toys, like the Hey- rockets oii a dunaln^ (or 
royal holiday. } Accept alfo a fmall prefent, not 
worth an inventory, confifting only of a few pic- 
tures, looking^glaues, watches, and other manu* j 
failures of France, from the hands of Mahmi^, 
thy countryman, fon of thy father's neighbour, and j 
. a voluntary flave of diofe who ferve thee, if I had 
the hcmour of an opportunity. ' 

Neither the gift, nor he that offers it, is worthy 
of efteem. But thou haft condefceniion enough to 
look on both with the eye of a noble Arabia^, who 
knows how to value the fincerity of any man*s dc* 
voir and affeftion, which way foever he exprcffes it. 
I can never forget the former difcoveries of ti^ 
friendfhip to my brother Pefteli and me, and, in g^ 

neaJ, 
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serai, to all thofeefourhoufe; wbich ftill enow* 
rages me to expe£b greater kindnefies : nay, in a 
laaciner, afTures me of them : Bccaufe I know the. 
nature of true generoiity is futh, that, where it once 
begins to faden on an oojed, it never ceafes to com- 
municate, its favours, till -damned perfidy gives a 
check to the current. And may he oe damned that 
then has the impudence to afk for any more, 

Hxxty praife be to God*, my cafe is otherwife ; I 
am not of the number of the ungrateful and trea- 
cherous : And, therefore, with boldnefs, Lprefume, 
once more^ to addrefs to the duft of thy feet, illuf- 
trious Baila, begging thy patronage and fhelter from 
tlic perfecution of ipy enemies, whofe whole endea* 
vour is to ruin me. 

Thou knowcft I came to Paris iji the year 1637 
of the Chriftian Hegira. The fun had then rev i fit-. 
cd the fign he was in at my nativity, jufl the eight- 
and- twentieth time. I was a mere youngfler in the 
world. However, my Superiors thought me fit for 
this employment. How 1 have acquitted myfelf in 
it ever fince, I leave thcmfelves to judge : Yet, for 
fafhion fake, they will be always finding faults. 
One fycophant or other is perpetually railing again ft 
me, when they find any of the Vizirs, and other 
Grandees, in a humour to hearken to them. I 
fancy it is for want of difcourfe. When thejr have 
nothing elfe to talk of, then they fall a cenfuring of 
poor Mahmut, who undergoes more fatigues than 
an hundred thoufand fuch 

• Thi<5 word TMguch Thlguch * as they. I cannot 
'^Jf^^'lt'^.Jl^^^T* imagine what they aim at, 

m'akeTk have me turn Chriftian, and 

enter myfelf into fome mo- 
naftery. ^ 

Suffer me, my noble friend, to tell thee, that a 
man cannot want for temptation to fuch a change 
of his faith, without being confined to a reclufe life. 
He may be a friar or a libertine, a prieft or a lay- 
maoj a zealot or an hypocrite, a chimney-fweeper. 

Vol. VI. H or 
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or afi abbot, which be pleafes^ according as he .1^ 
qualified. And I can iaflure thcc, he that wouM bcL 
a good man, which h beyond all the reft, has iiii^^ 
centimes enough among the profeflbr» of the Naa&aV 
renes worQxip, though the grcateft part are wickcjS^ 
, As for me, I xi^vtx titbught that true religion" <i5*|i^! 
fitted in empty names and titles, in forms imA pc^ 
remonies, parties and fa<£lions, or in any thing: lu}^ 
in a life conformable to reafon and to the wiil lof 
God. . .^, 

, They take me here at Paris for a Moldavian raisq^. 
bier, that has read fomething more thaiii ^^i?^^^J 
clerks. And becaufe they know J iijnderftamd (jxp 




miiity, or forced pride, that I may hand foraefy evadie 
their courtftiip ; convincing them fometImes,.'tDat 
I am not fit for fuch dignities ; at other feafons!^ 'til- 
ling them I am. above inferior 6rdeF|, and.that ho- 
thing Tefs than an Archbtftop*spaI|^ or. a Cardi'ns9''8 
hat, will fatisfy ,my ambition. 

Thus I reallv dillemblc, andjeft myfelf in eartieft 
out of ample eftates, to ferve God, his Prophet, and 
the Grand Signlor : Yet I am traduced at the Se- 
raglio for an hypocrite, an Infidel, and God knows 
what. 

Here hbneft Eliachim, the Jew, undergoes the 
fame fate ; whilft thofe of his own party, elpecially 
the Rabbles, proclaim him every- where for a Chris- 
tian, and the Nazarenes point at him as a Turk. 
Only my landlord, where I before lodged, who is 
an honeft, old, drunken Fleming, takes Eliachim 
for a Saint, and fwears he will have him canonifed 
after his death : And all this for no other reafon, 
but becaufe Eliachim treats him now and then with 
a bottle of wine : So partial are all men to their own 
humours and intereft. But the truth of it is Elia- 
chim is an excellent counterfeit, and my landlord is 
n^t the only man who has this veneration for him; 

. He 
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Re paflks for a voy good CatlioEcl:^ aul xhclj 
man, among a ^reat many^ others. Hbloobatclo 
dmure, his mien fo compofed, and he has fodk 
gddfv difcourfe with him abovt die bcrsmtsss^ 
mdoigences, miracles^ and graces of ffae Chardip 
^tnht is in cpmpanY with C hiiflluM, t&e he 
wbuM deceive the Spaniflilnqui&tion, aad cheat ^bc 
^f himfelf. 

Stitti Is thevfolence we are forced to nfe to o«f- 
felveS) who live in thefe bazardoas flalians« Aad 
f ^*^dhody confiders us, or regards our zeal fer the 
uTaticI Signior. Our repuCatioo, liberty, aod hrci 
mjpM:m(ms. We are notonlj in perpetual dan* 
^bf thexeyengeof the Nazarencs, wlio are oar 
^f enemies ^ bat aUb expofed to the atrr, n»- 
hce^ ahtl perftcation of mafc ytfbo oog^ to. be omr 

'/I ftaire often complained of the naKcioas calom* 
tiles thrown on me oy Ichingi Cap-Oelam and his 
aubdiates 5 and the M inifters were pieced to receive 
niv apologies : But now I fu^ied rreater treachery. 
I Kxit an account to the Reis Emndi, feme tis^ 
^o, bow I was dogged up and down theftreets of 
pins by a fdlow whom I knew not, and what ap- 
^r^hennons that put me upon. I will acquaint thiee 
^ther, that, bemg afraid of an afEdSn in the dark, 
1 armed my brtaft with a quire of paper, which is 
known to be dap;er'proof« 1 was not at all miftaken 
in my guefs : For the laft night, as I was returning 
I^Qme to my lodgings, between the hours of nine and • 
ten, J received a ftab in my aforefaid breaft-plate, 
right againft my heart. It was not fo dark, but I 
could perceive the perfon who jjave me this blow ; 
jind felf-prefcrvation taught me immediately to feizc 
on him, and grapple as clofe as I could, extending 
his arms with mine, at a good diftance from our 
bodies. I am but little and Ihort, yet I have a 
'ftr(!^g rpring with my body, when I am onceroufed, 
as thou wilt, imagine I waj now. Befides, I have 
generally great prcfence of mind in time of danger^ 
which fails not to prompt me with the rwidicft and 
II 2 moft 
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moft proper courfe to ^fcape. In a word, I wref!t<f * 
<he poniard out of the ruffian's hand, and ftabbed 
him dead with it, not thinking it (;^k to make a^ 
inoife, butchufing rather to diis. if my foength fail-' 
^dme, than, by crying 6ut for nelp, run the ri lb ue 
•of worfe confequence : For I had long expe<!ref 
&me fuch attempt as this upon my life; fronn my 
enemies at the Porte. And, concluding, this fe^lqw. 
to be otit employed by them for that purpofe, I 
diought it no prudence to have him feizedi by the 
i«ratch and puniflicd by the law, left he (hould, in 
xevenge, difcover me and my bufine'lTs to the Infi- 
dels, Therefore, I playe4 tW.P^Ccutioner myfelf, 
and fent himoiitof hand to Another world, to pre- 
vent his telling tales ij^ tkis. Thou wiH^faj^ tMre 
was no injuftice in this, fihce it was in my own de- 
fence, and to fave the honour of my Spvereign^ ^ 
befell, he uttered t^efe Words, ift a femtj orofeeB 
tone .: ' Mahmut, my death will be xcvei!^, bemA 
* long, and mu cannot cfcape the trap that is Idt^ 
^. for^pu.' Then he expired, ' * ' ' .'^ \ 

This made nie prdently conchide HhA he'^as 
employed by fomebody at the Porte : For HbW clS 
fliould he know my true n^me f Btit, up6ri fec6ri^ 
thoughts, I cannot be certain but that he was fee at 
work by my old Sicilian Mafter, firice he knew my 
joame alfo. However, I have greater reafon to mu 
pe£t the former j becaufe it is not probable the Ih^ 
lidels would take fo chargeable and troublefljmfc' )a^ 
•method to murder me^ N either had he proVocatiotf 
enough. Befides, for aught I know*. he may be 
^ead. God only is ac<juainted with the truth, now-- 
«ver,. to prevent future affaults of this natju'ej. axicf 
i great many other inconveniehcies, I haye*fen;ioved 
-inyrelf to a new lodging,Jn the moft 6bf(;ure cofiiSr 
ot the city,' and very, remote from the place vrliere'l! 
Jived before, being refolyed alfo not to,freaiS;nt'tft^ 
Ccurt, nor any puSligk places, as^ 1^ ve aSni^oYi} 
merly, but to take other meafurcs for intelligence. ' 

What I defire of thee b to ttptoftiti' my ca(^ fa- 
vourably to the Divan, th^t'they'iriay^ppifove^ioF 
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I 'gfxy conduS. Do alfo whatever elfe thou jud^flr 

i &e part of a country aian and, a friend. 

I As for the event, I patiently wait the appointmerH 

i of Deftiny. For it is in va'ui to oe too foilicitous, 

I Adieu,' bigh-borri KerVr^ and forgpt not Mab- 

I floiit in his diftrefs. J"or that Is th6 time wherein 

I true irrendfbip is tried. 

I r'J'aris, i7thoft>.e5tkMoon, 

I , ottKfr Year ^664. 



\ LEtTER Vin. 

To' JSf^tftrati Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna. 

Bfi not diOi^rtencd at the troubles which thou?- 
em;b.uii^refiE 'it\ this world of lotteries. Bui 
ittncmbe/tb^ adage of thy rabbies, * that evil which 

• is old at rhfght is yet the offspring of every mornw 

* ing*\ , Tb^ aiges are meafured exaftly, and our 
I^OHrsai^e qborquered with equal mixtures oPhappi- 
^& and misfortune. We are not born to our oWA 
4tUnes. Arid^ as not a man of us can remember 
haw lie was formed in the womb, fo have we no 
mfcm ta repine at what happens to us, fince wc 
came but, of it. Whatever power, wifdom, and 
gobdneC^/took^areof us then, and afterwards in- 
^ii:ed our mothers and nurfes with tendernefs, and 
a thoufand deerees of patience beyond what is re^. 
pQtr4cif qf Joi), the fame will provide for us. to 
nernity. . 

! The defire ,of knowledge killed Adam, and the 
fiuricluft,' propagated with his feed, deftroys all his 
jjofterity* We can never be fatisfied in our confine- 
ment tQ this world, and therefore we flounce and' 
fiutier qn all fides, like fifh, or birds in a net, to* 
find a way out: Whilft we do but intangle our- 
Iclves'the fafter, render our reftraint more uneafy, 
and dday the p^ffibility of our releafe. Whereas^ 
H 3 patience 



patktKe .woct^ feottifet U9 ffot^ mi nuik U0 j 

the Immortal^. Oneitunks m efcape by high driak- 
•ing ; anochcir; by, Icvacs of iov^. and glory | ^d, ;a. 
third conostJts be fliall^ by hi^ gold, beabl^ to> bfib^ 
the watch,. wiiQ> guvd the bii:paffeft of tibi^jJife^ 
and perfuadMhfnn 4f> k( )»«: <c4ixipe«tfftf<^ fiOifora- 
dife. Alw !:AIw.1^ Ail.tbtf>-iWttbojDf*iftfiiri4t^ 
our paflions. It is ia vain tothink,o(.\^i^ix^ipr 
retarding our fate ; our time is fct, thoughwe knoiv 
not the period. Refignation is ouy^bMitldrair^ Und 
prudence the next. .1 ? 

Perhaps, thou wilt call tjiis a fermon« rather than 
a letter. Bdt I advife thee nortgy reau it witli th e 
eyes of a Stoick ; that i$, whether it pleafes thee or 
not, regard it no fartlt^ t&ai^ itigr^s with reafon. 
I would fain aflLof ch^ «ian who pxpe£b to tii^ve 
his will accothp>tIhed in dH9-il%, wUe^ll^ K^>anL 
prevail upon the fun to rife any morning wkhtn tbe 
>Af£tic ctek, *cvf the mooiiK^ deibofidrfoiM Aiflilty 
and hmep ma 6n0^.vff bbm the ^Unfiaf iMoantK* 
'ch65? So inexbrahk jft.our deftiny^: ;ft>yU ftoh fB ltt alc 
the decrees o£.Fftie;.'> - ; ii^iu.; m y^ov s nofqu' 
. > Be-not iBOuibled^.t&erefdre, i^taiif^lihif^ ^dbttlise*- 
inember^ thatth^u art a partJoC theliiDiveni^Jited 
that iioching can betide mee mhith^ hr^ not ior-tte 
good ^ the whole. -. : , . 1 -xi.HJc 

- What Ihavefaid is to ami thee :agttAftjdl the 
cc^ntifvgencies which may .afiaiilt . thee, nmranaves^ 
TUfliii^ upon thee oa a fuddeo fwm behtfrfihCiVieii 
which cova-a ail the defigns of Proiddenc6 addtia* 
ture, deftiny and chance. i .. :, 

I myfelf have lately experienced, that itU^^ood 
. to be thus prepared for future events,: hawingrlier* 
rowly efcs^ped death by a ILttle timely fooeoifK .: 
, It is not neceflary for thee^ atiihis.tihiy^ ^o know 
all the ctrcumftances of my danger. Su&sttikito 
fay, that I was aflTaffinated in t he. dafk,/ killed: turn 
that deilgned to be my oiurderer, andfamjMiiw^lbraed 
to remove my hab'tation. " i . a. 'A ::..h 

Eliachim, thy brother in irrael,,,willbc'afoYien- 
na within fourteen days. He will give thee a far- 
ther 



^har^ksooont of all thtiig»>wi)Kah vi beboves^ iitee ^ 
lUHf^ i widi freih mftiwlioil^cctacefiiing ray new 
^lodgings, and the method i^iwznaft obftrvc tor the 
Aiture in conveying lettcrfv' We cannot be tdo 
diiitiofus in the Gran4 Signior's h\aiRnt($, 
' ^"^^^^ for ^eur own lit«6^ let iiis im^ine thty were 
i^nl|rlent tts t^ ferVe^himvoft whofc We fo many mil- 
^fiOd^i^ Hve^depefid. 

i.^Psunw tSthpfihesibMamv. \ 
ofdie Year 1664. 



! nISW/i&»4i A ^t Venice* 

'4pi A ^flob|iged to fend oinrutai? leld^n jtC this time 

/CiPiioiall iheiflAvefliJDf die (^aAdS^erwho h«re 

M&yc&trwltbyinelat Eoris:; liiinfiMrm.thiSm, thftt, 

upon a very important emergency;;. Iv«m fen^ to 

' ; aobJMb^ 1^ i<tKi(]pii|^. ' I \BBC9tii aliisady font aiway dif- 

i>ipfttf^m 'tQiCohft£>tinople aisd Vcienaa: on tbi«\'9C- 

'roo«fit,J<to picvtnir 'the eirosrs they migbt ixienul in 

addreffing their letters. For the {asat rcafon I new 

tW#iteiia3iee;.'dK>a aeedeft not inquire sAer the 

I /.eocsfion otthircondu^^ nor wonder at flay tjbjng 

' thadhiepena tons extraordinary in tfaefe haz^ndous 

i ^ft9u^ We muft ex{>e<% to encounter with ruh*^ and 

I obftacles in ferving our great Maftcr, If thefedift- 

' \€xifaits have bict their proper kfSM^, which is to 

whfi: our invsntkms, ihcroafe our diligence, and 

I confirm^s ix% our zeal, all fhall go well, 

I W'^Tfae foul of man never difplays her faculties and 

: 'plarftfiSlons with sreater luttre, than when ilie is \n - 

rivlrwuid^with )>erils. Thcfearethe trilJs of forti- 

I L^de,Aprudence^ jaftice, and all the virtues. He 

that finks under misfortunes and crofs events, has 

nekVetsmv fi>uiy 6t icis adeep. 

•^~^ r >.: ^ %. J .4 H 4 . Courage 
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Courage then« Fellovr-ilave, and let thy lieart 
beat a continual alarm. Be not difmayed at any 
thing, nor let felf-love bereave thee of thy hononr : 
But go on in thy duty^ and trull thy foul to God. 

Thou liveft in a city where virtue and vice are in 
emulation, ftill ftrivfrtg to furpafs each other: Tk^ 
ire not more wicked jkople in the world th:.n V^- 
jiice affords, noi'yee more pious and good; FoHc^ 
thou the beft patterns, and be happy. But do no- 
thing by bare imitation ; for that is the right Way 
to become an hypocrite. Let aH thy a&ions' pro- 
ceed from vkal principles of reafon and generofity 
in thyfelf ; and, when thou feeft rare examples, Ifet 
them ferve only to awaken and roufe thy innate 
virtue. 

Send me no letters till thou haftreceivrf freffi or^ 
dew from the Porte. * They will funrifll thee with 
all neccflSiry inftruftiohs. After that, let me hear 
from tbeeaicRm as thou wilt. Thy difpatcKb 
will be always welcome. Let them contain tnatrnr 
of intelligence chieHy, ind that of the fr^ttt date. 
Penetrate into the counfels of the republick where 
thou rafideft. Infinuate thyfelf with the Senators 
and Gtattdees. Dive into their hearts, and unlock 
their fecrcts, Comnmnrcate nothing but the truth 
to the Minifters of the Porte, or to me. Ifthoo 
canft difcover their inclinations to a peace, or theit 
abfolute need of it, thou wilt do an acceptable fer^- . 
vice to the Grand Signior, and to the whole em- 
pire of the Faithful : For then we briftg them to 
our own terms. 

Zeidi, to God I recommend thee, defiring him 
to prefer\'e thee from wine, women, and cards',, 
which are the three capital temptations of Venice, 

Pajrtt* tftoftbe^thMdotfft 
of Ac Year 1 6H' 
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Jl spy at EASJSl ^3 

LETTEa X- 
To Maiaty Ba£L 



Y Gannot esfily dlmor the MKj f umi v^ I a §9- 
t much BfC^&Stsd hj AcJkLiu^kxs ci ar rv^xt:^ 
Above four years have potted avzr, v^cEca fET-^r 
notable crcnts h ivc happeiied ; i«t Ettks^ r^rtt^r-x 
it worth bis labour to iolbfiD ^i^ii^THf' or 2STf &.. i:r. 
So that all the notice I coid-i ^Ti c/ lesvjcr ins^^ 
fa^oas are owing eitha- to the pii"r-^ rk oewi of £■- 
xppe, or, at heft, to iboie panscuiir httir^ c« "rnfi^ 
chants redding in this oty, ir. Ji who^ 1 ce?»r??TC 
an intimacy, for the £ike of intesi.-geace, aiid fsc 
oth^ caufcs. 

Thus I fliould hare been in ignorance to this danr, 
what iOue the Bai^ of Aleppo's rebellion had, ircre 
it not for an accidental interview I latetv had of 
fome French travellers, who carae m>m-Conilanti^ 
nojile^ Thcfe inform^ roe of the fudden iaxe of 
that Bafia, whtn he was at the beij^hth of his gran- 
deur,, ^withia a few days march of the Impertai crty> 
at the head of a potent army, and juil upon the point 
of accpmmodation with the Grand Siguier. 1 hty 
miK:h extol his bravery and refolution : For the 
French are naturally lovers of fuch as dare boldly 
oppofetheir S overei gn • Thsry eq uaily cond ^mn t b« 
fly perfidioufaefs or Mortaza B'^.ffay to whofe hk 
coiulufl; the generous rebel trulled his life, and by 
that eafinefs loft it. Yet they applaud Mortaza's 
loyalty, courage,^ and wifdom, with the eminent 
fervices.he afterwards did the empire, in leading the 
army a^g^rnil Jlagptflci, Prince of Tranfylvania^ 
which at length lifted him to the government of 
Babylon. 

All thefe things had been hid from nvt?, were not 
the Nazarenes my intelligencers. Nor fliould I 
have known how the rebellion was carried on, after 
hw ideiith, by his revengeful nephew, by thq (on of 
^CSHUaein Baffa, by a Bey of Egypt, and other njnlc- 
H 5 co;Ucnf«. 
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contents. Yet fucb Q^^ge^ are fit for a hian i^ my 
poft to be acqiiainied yn^hy thut he may nave a ^esy* 
idea of his Mafter*$ circumilances, and (pi apply 
himfclf more eiFcffaially t»fcrv/5 him. . .^ - -^ 

It had not been amiis, if I had received; Um^y 
jntclligeace of the deatbof Pa:mQ^ RagoU^lv ^r~ 
gard thei^ was always a pnvate corfdp^iiqf^^/ 
tweenbiifi and tbU Court, ^ whicb^^eiai^nJB^t^yJ 
death, it had been worth my palm tpxib&rye^ij^ 
ther it would be continued by hi$ Aicce^pr^ ^Cf^i 
other meafurcs they would. take. .. ./'^ 

It is true I was acquainted, wjth tbi^ butj 
the Minifters of the^orte. . I b«u-d aKp % j 
following commotiQn$j|^ ,Tr^|yl>iani%,pf^ 
b)r the dnterent fai^ioh^oJF lyLlwail Afitify%tifif 
mini Janos, the two royal Princies'. I.jjifas^^ 
for this xiQwSy knowing.tb^ttbf .ctj^iupfis o^ 
zarenes ftrengthen the unity. and force 9f-tbi 
fulman empire. I.was]ikewiieiQfacme(£<^f,^^^ 
of Mortaza^ Bafla of Babylon, wliQ ^U ^. .vaf 
to the Grand Vizir's jj5alc)^iylwit^.n?^y ^n 
paflages. But neither frofn, theP^e^Inpr/rgna ijpy 
other hands^ could I find thf I^Un^eU|get^,/>f 
the Venetian war, and what progrefs jQa4r4U'9i^ Ii?i^ 
made in Candia, Dalmatia, and the other dow- 
nions of the republick* Which makes me tQ c^d- 
elude that either- the Grand Signior's jcefidenje. at 
Adriapople abated his inclinations to martial affairs, 
which is alfo the common opinion of the ChiiitiaQs 
here in the Weft j or that the war In Hung^|r.,wr 
a while, fuperfeded all other defigns. . ... 

However it be, it is certain that the JTuccefeor^te 
Ottoman arms, in taking Newhawiel^ Leventz> 
Novierod, and other places of ftrength^ with, the 
terrible incurfions of the Tartars through. Moravia 
and Auftfia, put the whole German empire into a 
great coiy*lernation. AmbafTadors are fent from the 
Imperial Court to all the Chriftian Princes, im^ 
ploring their ailiflance in this genejral dan|^ of 
xurope. 

Here 



"Hdrc IS dnc^mvct'itStWGoijrt; whom they call 
Cbdiit Strozzi, a pecfBttbEgood addiefir', and maf- 
ter df much cloquencei -Efe has prcvaifcd on the 
French. Kiner to i^iamfain, at his own charge^ fix 
trotilSuTd'horte ahd fobt to ferre againft the vrfto- 
ri<^ii^ Ofmahs.-^ A great many perfons of quality 
ir^^'-teftedthemlelvesas tolmitcefs ; and the meano^ 
'ftgt^taHc'^ nothtjiigf but marehing to Confenti- 
jfio^i^ aiid driving the Turks back to Scythia, from 
^Ifente they fe* came. 
^Courteous BaiG^' thou wilt laugh at the vanity 
"'^fefir Ididcls, who confider not, that^ b/ the 
t hfidbdy a;id nuracles of his Prophet, our 
^"Wsc^Kirig.Ot^n the Kings on the earthy 
Htf^ rf tjie pighlyones; the phosnix ot 
"[)bwfer, ^nd unparaReTed majefty ; brodier 
'thion of theTuri^ itiopn, and ftars; a Prince 
rious and. fublime lineage, in whom are 
llgfory and excellency 9 the (hadow of 
earth! ' ' 

"^'^^^Iie^l»^ath dF.fame gobs before the van-cottrier» 
*^'iif H^ armifes, jputiFs?5iig all places, and filling tbem. 
^^a^^vetiebtionaaidterror* The duft that is raifed 
^fiffi'l>itcSdc cavalry f>aflSng dirough the air*. 
icfaSfes'^^f^mbl^g and aitoniflmient in the hearts ot 
:t»B^G^mftians» The Infidels fhall fall before the 
[^ifcymetarstrf True Believers, 
ay the aii^lof the houfe of Ifinael eont^sue to- 
^ief tnd j^cJy offspring to extend their conquefts,, 

^tH»magate the faith unblemiflied ; that the 

l^js^e^ of Alls^ and Mahomet may be heard in alt 
^'clitiidtes, -apd' £com the utmoft boarders of the eartlu 

^. Paris^ 5* of Ac <A Mcx«is> * - 

\'j . iiC the Yeas i644« 
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LETTER XI. 
To Ifouf, his Kiiifman, a Merchant, at' 

... , . , .• ;..,,.. ,^t 

IH A V E often wondered why, amongft the briler 
nations in Chriftehd&m, thou WotiUieft notbe^ 
ftow the leaft tranficnt vifit upon Spain* But,' upoii 
more mature confideration;! find mou iart atrian^f 
judgment in. travdHrig. That country lies uttder it 
very ill charafter for the penury of all thingr^cu 
ceflary to fuftain the lives of the natives j and.^ by 
confcquence, it is rtot to Be thought they tan 'fparc 
much for ftrangers. A very in nofpi table rtgion, 
abounding in beggars^^ thieves^ and drones : Full of 
wine and gold, yet barren of cdrn*and>icli"pcdple. 

Thou wilt not think this a paradox, when thou 
fhalt confider, that theSpahiandshavdall their corn 
from France, Germany, or Sicily : And that, for 
this and other reafon^, Splini/ but like a neve, 
through which the immenfe treafures, of Peru and 
Mexico are drained into ot»her coilrttriei!. • /^ 

You may travel fome days together in ^;^, 
without feeing any thing, fave the dry fclce' of « de- 
fart. And,, if you chance to m^t wil^ ahooie, 
■ whereiii you may (helter yourfelf and your hprfe, 
expe^ no better than a Ramezan entertainmeiit. 
For you muft faft ail day, and think yourfelf much 
i-efp^fted, if you can get a few onions or other nsots 
fmd herbs, with a morfel of bread ^nd ileAi' fiit liight, 
to keep you from being fenfihlc, that you arcaSu- 
ally ftarving. 

Then, the inhabitants are the pi^ioudeft pec4>le 
on earth. You fhall meet with none but' Kings^ 
Princes, Viceroys, or at leaft lii^ tb^ 'icdnceit 
themfel ves fuch. They are alfd ffiereife/s in their 
revenge; cruel, obdurat^ covetouffy^nMordfe^and 
incj^orable. Ina'word^'STpain i» the tefttiti rara- 
dife, thf Jews purgatory^ and. tbeketf'^ -women. 

I thert^ 
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I therefore commend thy fortune, or thy pru- 
dence rather, which w^uM not fufFer thee to fiaJI 
into the hands of diofe barbsirians ; nor think it 
'V^qith thy pains to breathe an .air infected with fb 
niany vices. Thou haft pal^ through many more 
inviting provinces, andWt at Jaft happily feated to 
tiiy mind. Improve thy opportunides in doing 
'eoodi- * _ '• •;■ ^ V * •" • " *• 

• I^rfenl: a letter to our coufin Solyman, advifing 
»hiipf to- give thee a vifit. If he comes, receive hioi 
^kindly, and perform the part of a kinfman ; put a}] 
lexfimces; to my account, and remember that no 
^jjian^iatborii/of^himfelfp .. ^ 






;th^^Y^9r.>>6/J^. 



;;/!!,;'^'" ,l.jb".t^t-e.r XII. 

L L Europe is alarmed with the ntighty pre- 

I parationa wWch our invincible Sovereign i? 

itoakiog to invade the German empire. Great is 
4bc*r co^t^rnation and fear, and couriers are every- 
where runitine; up and down from one kingdom and 
rCotirt to mv)ther> to remonftrate the common dan- 
r «er^ and beg affiftancCi Every body appears zea- 
-*&wis'inacaufi5 which concerns all Chriftendon) ; 
/ and the Fteacb King has lent the Emperor 8000 
men^ 

The Duke of Beaufort is alfo gone with a fqua- 

^ 4f of)^ <if.fliipat^ encounter the Corfairs of Algiers 

^. landHl^th^i; dk>mihioiis of Barbary . 

li^jjTk^P^pehaa fcnt to the Emperor's affiftancefix 

ii^ouftn^ Aot wi^ two thoufand hprfe. And the 

Lrceft of ^Empetor's allies are r^ifing levies for him 

caa'laftrRs^hey^an : It being current news, that the 

r.Graii4Slgiu^> iliC^fon, is at the head of two hun- 

^\ ' drcd 
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dred thoufand men, entering into Hungary as >sl 
Conqueror : That he; has taken above forty towns*, 
ruined all the country where he pafled through^ and 
that io a Uitk time h^ mW \^ at thfi w4h. oi 
Vienna. 

In the mean time^ this Court appears jnfenfible 
of the general danger {^hich threatens Cbdiji^jjdjm* 
They are altogether taken tip witll balfad^ pl|y% 
and teaming, minding their own Intereft more tliaii 
that of their neighbours, and reyellifi|^ ^ xf Q^ 
King of France were fole Monarch of tSc wond. * 
Here is arrived a Legate from Rome, to cpm^pof 
the differences between the Pope and this CiW^r 
His name is Cardinal CWfi. He is received -iij^ii 
unparalleled magnificence, ^ if he were "an V^i 
from heaven; for the French King loVes W^fbw 
his grandeur on fuch occalions* wfides, dH 'tlSe 
fMttiOfis which «fe in the comfntmion of the hkthx 
Church have an unreferved veneration for the Ro- 
man Mufti, whom diey efteem the flitcelTor of Pe- 
ter, the Prince of the apoftles-. * 
This young Monftrch has a large foul. Tlie whplc 
world imns too little to fatisfy nis ambition. «c 
Jayjs the foundation of defigns greater than thofc of 
Alexander the Conqueror of Af>a. He heaps ltp< 
money at a prodigious rate, raifes vaft armies, builds 
magmficent palaces, keeps Kings in peniion, fup- 
ports many Princes in Germany, and, in a word^ 

.commands more of them than does the fmpcxor 
bimfelf, wlio is their lawful Sovereifi;n. ^ 

Yet, afterall, I cannot perceive tmt be fofcs ahy- 
degree of that refpeil whicn he owes, and which his 
predeceflbrs have always paid to the Grand Signit^, 

. who is the undeniable arbiter of the whole wprld. 

God grant our Sovereign long life,, perpetual vic- 
tories, and a good flomach. to his mea^ which the 

' King of France wants to the accomplilhmjfent of his;, 
kappiaefs ^^ for, at prefent, he eats like a fparrowL. 

Paiisy i9t!i of ihe StbiMooOf. 
olF the Ybsu: i46t« .• ^ " 



LETTEU XIIL 
To Hamet, Reis EfiemJi, Prindpal Secrctarip 



Cjjjin^H^JlU wiltp€»Gdv€ the vaff reipea I Ilav^ 
' >* -/^J^ ,*»fft«ty nay frequent difpatchesw Thf 
iDpnmahd^ p(>t me are as the laws am fandions of 
the Xpt;t|X>ip^]veinEttre9 which I will fiev^ violate* I 
^an, .no .flatterer ; iR^itncfs my letters to fome of the 
G^9se3, w)^ereia I have not fpared to reprove 
^^-'-r^viccs^ e^r%. and male-adminiftration. If Sk 
a ,l|a&.bo»i vnjuft, feditious, or en^ged in re* 

^ufooscpractiGes} if be has proved an extortioner^ 
a,()ruiicar4ei o^atyrantj he has not efcaped with- 
out a due reprimand; t have been bold in corre<^-» 
i|ig, advifing, and giving coonfel to the gneateft Mi- 
QOtexs in the empire. And this was a province ap- 
pointed me by the flower of fublime glory, the phces 
jnix. of ^pn^^r4 ible favourite ana trunree of the 
.Qrand SigQiory the Vi'zir Azcm i in wbofe cuftody 
♦were the. le^scJf imperial fccrets. ftiajeftick decrees,. 
4md royal edifts j who> beine the primum mobile 
iof the refulgent Muflulman uate, gave life, a&ivi- 
ty, and order to all the inferior oros^ fprings, mi 
inftrumejttts of government. 

>. I Received this command many years agp, aj&d he 
wlho gave it to rne is gone to the world of fpirits. 
vYet the ii^unftion remains in force, being ftamped 
!widi the myflerious fignet, the chara£i:er of fupreme 
and Immutable authority. In obedienee to which. I 
have never warped or winched from the duty in- 
joined me. . Aijd, to demonftrate that I did not do^ 
'this in. a vain oftentation of the power which was. 
, given me, I have not failed all akmg to pay a man 
. of ^merit t^e attachment and veneration that weee 
. his due. 

It IS with inexpreflible pleafure I throw myfelf kt 
ikt feet of a wife and virtuous, oma ^ with extreme 

compla- 



complacency I kifs the duft whereon he treads, ai^d ^^ 
unfold all my. faculties in expreffing my eftecm. t. 
am full of Platonick love, and build altars in my 
breaft, to a foul deferviixg the innpcent facriflces tw, 
amorous paflions, the inc^nfe of ^r^titude,' and 1a^ 
pure aiFe<5tiQn, anholocauft of integrity and Ipyof. 
frjendftiip. 4 • '• 

, I protcft, by the hopes I hjvve of fittihgVpn' /Ih*!,, 
bznks of the rivers in tden, and of being reg^J^e^ , 
in the delegable chiofes of Paradlfc, that 1 homiaf v 
thy learning ^d other fag^ perfecStioas; that.ufi- 
blemiihcd life, whofe excellent morals,, aqid jfeb^^, 
.unparalleled fwcetnefs of modefty, which crow^] 
all thy adtiions. But I wilt fay Ko pjore tp .ji vgajpi^ 
who cannot hear his own praifes. "THj^.lip^ft *p^-. * 
thod of expreffing my regard wijl be to. ai^fwpr 
thy expcftations, in prefentring thee ,w(th tjife 'tjr^e 
portraiture of thofe Weftern nations aqd people 
which thou fo paffionately covet^ft, 

I muft defire thee to excufe the confufioft jmd^ 
want of order in my letters, fince I fenH thee ia n^Qiii- " 
.ley of remarks, asi they come 'to tox kfibwredge aiwl\ 
memory, . " , ' .,' . 

It is not long ago fmce I wrote to ifDuf ^b'p Acl^r 
. med, a kinfman of mine, a merchant at Afl:racau;f , 
and, among other things, I took notice of his not 
going to fee iSpain in his travels j for he has been in. 
rhoft of the kingdoms pf Europe and over alLAfia 
and Africa. In that letter I defcri bed. Spain, in its, 
word colouTSj Now I will fhew it to. th^ in ino^j ' 
ther figure, without fwerying from the truth «; Fox;', 
every country has its perfeaions and excellencies! 
as well as its defeds and blemiflie$. ~ /, ^'' 

If Spain has a barren foil for corn, nature has. 
. made amends for that fault, in the purity of the j^j^] 
and the plenty of fruits : The fajids of hcrrivefs wi 
of the moft perfcft gold. Her villages, thqUghii^W^ ' 
are greater and more populous than jfomecftics, wif^;! 
nefs Madrid. Her mountains are of iron^ marae-fv 
.andjafper: Her vaHies underlaid with' leaiu Brafe, 
and filvcr. Spain pf gld^^as the Tir/Hi& W Sd- 

'-' * liiifon^ 
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J loHion, the Ophir of this Phoenicians, and the Peru 
of Rome, 

In thofe days the inhabitants of Spain were -fa- 
mous for their fortitude and invincible conftancy. 
Ic is recorded that the inhabitants of Sagunto, m 
the province of Valencia, when they were befieged 
by Hannibal, and greatly opprefled by the Carthagi- 
j^iatis, chofe to buni themfelves, with their wiveg, 
children^ and all their wealthy rather than yield to 
their eneniies* 

Their fidelity was alfo fo remarkable, thatfomc 
of the Roman Emperors had always a guard of Spar 
ni^ds near their perfon^ ^ as the Fjpench King, the 
P<^e. and other Princes do now confide m the 
tr^ Swiffes; 

out, though there remain ftill fome fcattered 
jreinnants of the ancient virtue among them^ efpt^ 
cial!y in Bifcay aiid Caftile, yet thcgreateil part of 
tbe^ Spamards are degenerated. They. make no 
.figute nowin th^ wond^ bul; only for their |oId 
sififf't^e vaftnefs oO^^ir dominions ; for they poueft 
the1)efthjdf of America, are Lords of two mighty 
empires^ a^d not without large territories in the 
othct^ three quarters of the world. Yet the too great 
extent of their power has weakened its vigour ; the 
affluence of their wealth has really impoveriihed 
I thein, and, by ftraining their honour too nigh, they 
I have cracked it, being now of little or no efteem jo 
Europe. Their glory fades at the rifing grandeur ojF 
France, which makes radiant and fwift advances 
towkrds Its zenith. This young Monarch is alres^ 
dy become the arbiter of all Chnftendom. 

Accomplifhed Minifter, there is nothing in na* 
tare ftedfaft 3 the world is but an eternal circula- 
tion of events, viciflitudes, and changes, without 
beginning or end. Only God remains immutable 
in his own eflence, which is the center of every 
thing. May thou and I meet there, and then we 
fhairi^t ^tefoally happy. Adieu^ 

Pirlv i*tt ^ the 9th. Mqop,, 
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LETTER XIV. T 

To Mufu Abul Tahyan, Prafcflbr of Phi- 
loibphy at Fez. 

BY thefiuth and obedkace lowe to MdbitfMM<l« 
our holy LawgHyer^ bythe Alconn, aiitf w 
that is efteemed (acred amotig die MafiithniM^' I 
iwear thy long fiknce made nie eondude my wft 
•letter was unwdcome to thee. But now I at» 4MM* 
vinced of the contrary: Thy generous anfw<e# Ms 
removed my tt>|xehei^oflS) and filled tte witfci ' 
placency. Henceforth I fhall reft affured al 
wknt of Ay friendfhip, promifing my^tf i 
firovements mm fo learned a coniit^&tioa^' 
only by liters at many hundred leagues Hift. ^ 

As to what thou requrref( of me coifearil{fi^lAe 
varioMlangoG^iGi of Europe, I wfl) tefonnfO^jAe 
•beft I can, accoiding to die o M cfya tt mis^i-JM^ 
wiado, andtheititdligencet)ia¥eTec«iv^fftiHI'i9ea 
of' tetters, smd from boolc^ Which tfi4 thl^ i^S^St^ 
^f learned fouls, mirrors wherein they ^')iy^t$(Aftlld 
their own petfcmonsy whilft they are on eartfi,yMd, 
ttftor their departure to the invifibles^ othe#*<ai»n 
~fi»y Ae the interior beauties^ of thoip mtnd iiK^« 
<ented to the life. For words are the peffeft lb^>^ 
tare of the intelle'3, or at leaft its mez'Mf^m. 
They are the exprefs portraiture of divine antl hft- 
man reaibn. Tnus the Alcoran is called, by ' Ibifte 
of our holy DoAors, * the true image df <M^ii^ 
* and uncreated wifdom.* • - 

Now, of all the words and languages crn earth, 
thou Idncyweft the pre-eminence has l^n fhr #^r 
given to thofe of theEaft; and amongft th^ift^to 
the Arabian, both in regard of its purity a^d^ Its 
' antiquity, from whence it is ftyled the virgfii mo- 
ther of languages, thedial€<%ofthebleflbddboVi. 

Thou knoweft, that for this reafon it is thfe Turtle 
Faithful covet no fpecies of leamiDg tiioD^'Brd^fitly 

than 
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than to be p ofcfll y IkiOed in lb dhm 
wherein the volume of cddblflopdlf 
in heaven before the fhraoeof Gcrf, an 
oii^^arth by the hand of Gafadd^ Pncneof she 
letigofs whoflyonthecfrmib of fhcQxsaprj 
It was fent, I £9; to the PnophfC^ vho cnxji nei- 
ther write nor read, thatdv woAdmi^ be cua* 

;«ififl¥>tbeliiBfe: Tho^ it is flnnftft Id aajrAsa of 
liipmrM faifi^ tfaataperfjialtogyahBri y iiw t rf 
f}^!^)fM»coiMdaoCpoffiUjciiaqioieaho0ic, tfaeoMft 

'.M Ipf^:!^ J^^ UcxDifli or coBtcadiGbaB caA be 

Vi#«9nll|ecfa»ier of the fVB^KK f» the a& 

^gvHichmuacb op the whole aoIaHMU Oh! 

f jbcaru of Infidekf Oh ! wafoOf ' 

jthqgCTea ayidl the IplrMJwi of € 

>h4 a^bdF^ 

voi$»of Goda ' 

to 





, who^fcrthettMfdie 

s^&QinantoaMs, of whidichefapef^^ 

l^llQ^^^ v4naiaoived^ cdocate their duldfca is a fi^ 

ffiiyll^.beljeveaUthesiaiiftnHislidiooa of dboa»* 
n^t^ Mfta^ or» at kaft, aU the Mug falea and 
^i^flfom 94 Am own pcicib, which aic m taBta 
.(tf^»rr#ribiiloua than the fbonrr, and oioie moon- 

^(^^wUk reafon. And this they do fadtfr than 
j§ip ^B^^^paiiisof karaing AndMcfc9 miuch wmU 
o^Ul^ni/St.tfa^ in tmdis as dear and fatot as die 

iihall (ky little of thofe twoancient laaguj^et of 
«^SQef:«aQd&eaie, in legard Aey, beine now grown 
^^(ai^tt^ jare caly to be kamed in icnocds ; thou, 
<,9^ ^CHibt,. art vcrfed in tbemad ungnem, as the La- 

r r.That ^wbich feems propereft for me to infomt 
:fy^Qfj9^ thatijie Roman or Latin tongue appears 
f M^P Mr pl4 >|ntiqnated mother thrtift out of doors by 
I vAwKfoMK'WgW^&l daughters, Italian, Fi«nch, 
I .1 Spanilh| 

r 
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Spanifli, and Portuguefc. Thefe arc her ttat» 
offspring, begot durirtg the Roman conquefti in- ij 
Well, and degenerating after that empire was in 
decline. So that now they are taken for no hct\ 
than mongrels and baflards. In S[>anifli ther^ i»4 

freat mixture of Gothic arid Morifco words j t^ 
rench retain many of their old Gauliih idioai^« 
The Italian is corrupted with a hotch-potcK'^f 
words, left by the Vandals, Huns, and Lombards* 
Yet that fault is rccompenfed by abundance 'o£ 
•Greek etymologies. As for the rortuguefe^. it ^ is 
lutadialeA ok &paniih, and lies und^ the fytf^ 
imperfeaions. / . V 

The only pure maternal languages, notr <*uffiE»)t 
among the common oeoph? in any part of £Ur&M^ 
aH'c the Teutonick, Sclavdoick, and Brittlh- 1^i« 
firft bfpoLeR inGermany to-perfedton , but <:6rAfpi^ 
ly in- Sweden, Denmark, and the United Provijru^* 
The fecond is common to the Hungarians,'' Molq^ 
vuns. Poles, Ruffians, .and many othet; il4tioWj(|. 
The laft is confined to the Wclfli, a pUdpte-Hihi^^^ 
biting; a Corner df Gfeat.firitsijiiy driwm fhith^t W 
the vidoribus Saxons, their comuierQcs^ ^bov& a 
thottfand years ago« As for the reft, they are onhr 
mixed diale£b, and fo not worth taking pgUCSJ^ 
excepting one mountainous part oJT Spain, where 
the inhabitants are laid to ipeak pure Arabick at 
this day. They are fiippoftd to be a remnant of 
the Moors. . - -. 

The criticks, htre in the Weft, uFe togive-thefe 
following rules in reference :to lanimages. If you 
would addrefs to God, fpeak in Greek or Latiri, 
becaufe pf their antiquity, purity^ and m^ftifk 
loftinefs : If to Kings, fpeak .in. Sf^n^*^ inxegatd 
,of its flow pronunciation and .gravit]^; X£ to meh^ 
.yfe Itolian ; to women, French j ,tQ dogs, W^t; 
But, if you would affright an enemy, or the devil 
hinifelf, fpeak High Dutch. 1' . " ; 

They relate a ilory of a Gjerman Aro^j^fladprjit; 
*he French Court, who delivered jiis nie^^m. 
.Teutonick i whicl^, wh^a a ceriain vJfaj^deci^arS^. 



r 
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*took notice of its barih and ftrong emphafis, he 
^ ^re it was his^opinion^. that this was the language 
^^rein God curfed Adam, Eve, and the Seipenc 
TTie German, turning to him, anfwered bnfkly, 
\%% is poffibic, Monfieur, it may be fo ; but then I 

* ]t 3bt>pe you will grant, that French was the occa- 

* iicJi^ of this curfe, whei^ the Devil chofe to tempt 
*:|£ye in that language foritsefFeminacv, wheedling 
*lierV ^-la-mode de Paris^ to eat tne forbidden, 
•^rrmt/ 

;, Renowned Mufu, do me the honour of frequent 
fett^s : Inftruft me in things whereof I am igno- 
mp^t 4;jW^^, ^?f familiar with the rcmarkables of 
tt^cSj^^ Tranfoort Fez, 

'^^M. W^mef p^rts of Africa which are known to 
tt^e^^ti^oipor^ thein, I fay, fucceiEvely^to Paris^ 
ey^r^jf^^Qon, on a piece of paper,, and I will fend 
th^;^ Chriftendom by way of exchange : For 
tlius if lefcoiiies the lovers of wifilom to barter for 
kjiow^^gi 

*'^ai5s,'iioth ofthe nth Mooa, 
* --bf the ycat^x654. 
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T^QiO[mm Adrooneth, Aftrologer to the 
I'-'.-j- i Sultan, at Adrianople. 

j'l;: . ■ ' • • - ■ 

<|T^fifOS.E of thy profeffion, here in the Weft, 
''jL;\ are wholly taken up in contemplating a cer- 
tain torntetSvhJcnappe^^ in the firmament. It is 
of tjiit; ibft ^which they call bearded. And fomc 
u^Jf'JiaW itto rcfemble a lion ; others fay it is like 
a dragpn* a crpcodile, a bear, and I know not what. 
nt%ii^i§ fi^tSiv \ {pedes of four-footed beafts to 
w^iclf W^"gi3uv rabbfe do not refemble it. And 
/<jK6Ma^t?t?t&^e't$fe pcrfea figure of a fword. 
.au- The 
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The matheimatidansari'ftraining all their- ffciH 
to take the true dimeniions of this cdefttal' apf^- 
rltioii. The painters ate draivfing it to the Kfe j the 
poets are making ibngs and baHads of it; and the 
more learned fjege^arefiatmngaiftronomical fcheme^^ 
like fo many gins or traps^ to catch this meteor- JiK' 
They watch all its mdtiotltf^ anddog it'frohriiii#! 
heavenly hotifc to another; they track it' tjirtyt^'^ 
the moK intricate parts of the (ky. ' '♦..-- 

If it ibnds flill, or makes a tranftent' addre^'ter; 
any planet, eminent ftar, or cohftellation, tvf^'aVir^ 
prefently alarmed with the news of hy and hvSl!^&' 
De upon our guard, as if there was feimc bijIc^ldP 
plotting againft us above. The world is hitt2lii^a^ 
with fatal predidions of wars, famines, eart^iqlhu^i^' 
and other calamities^ the fure coniequdnces of this 
/umofed prodigy. ^ y ' 

Tell me, thou who art convcriant in the fcience 
•f the ftars, and the myfterious phtlofophy of na- 
ture, what thefe comets arc ? Whether Uiey be on^ 
ly exhalations drawn up into the higher region ,of . 
the air by the force of the fun ; or whether they 
be more folid and durable fubftances ? Whether they 
be of a pofthumous origin, like the clouds^ hail, 
•rain, fnow, and other matters, the daily produfb 
of nature, the upftart offspring of the elements ? 
Or whether they are in the rank of thofe beings 
whofe antiquity is untraceable, which are as old as 
the world ; fucb as the fun.^ mooi^ ila]:s, and this 
earth whereon we tread ?• 

For my part, I believe it is no herefy in fcience, 
whatever it is in religion, to ftart new maxims. 
For aught we know, both in the one and in the 
other, what we call innovation is but a reviving 
thofe principles, which, through dcfuetude, or th* 
corruption of times, are grown obfolete, out of 
date, and forgotten, though really the moft primi- 
tive and ancient truths in the world.* 

Thus, I cannot forbear thinking there are fome 
other globes fcattered up and down the infinite c)(- 

panfe, 
3 
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panfe, befides thofe whole coatiiuial hrigh<;oQ& ex- 
piofiba them to our eyes. 

.The mooA^ it is known, with Veous, aod oth?r 
plaaet^t^ receive theijr light ^r^ually froai the fun 
by ju^D3iifphere9 : So that it u certain eadb of thefe- 
G^c^lar ,}pjo6ks is, always dark hy balfl And whece 
il^c^^oteciim, if we fupppie there are other opaque 
boS/e^ in, the' firmament which receive no iigbt at 
mtl and, by their nature and qualities, are iaca- 
pahte of receiving any but from, within tbenfelves ? 
SpcWf.may fuppofe thefe. comets to he iUch iolid 
g^bf^ made refplendent by. an erup:ktt of their. 
qo^r^ fires* . 

T^^ only knows the truth in fuch cafes. And 
£hbif:art $etter able to decide thefe queftions than I. 
Therefore, referring it to thy fage judgment, 1 pray 
hitn who made the itars, ana orders their dominioa 
on earth, ta blefs .thee with fayogurable influences, 
that thy fpul may be always like a land flouriihing 
vnder^me fweetafpe&s of Orion and the Pleiades. 

PsriSji ft id of the itthMoon^ 
of the Year .1664. 



LETTER XVI. 

To Hatnet, Reis EfFcndi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

XHE French have had fo many occafions of 
joy of late, that it is hard to determine which 
s them.moft nearly. 
The fatisfsuJlion which the Pope gave this Mo^ 
narch, for the injuries formerly done to his Ambaf-* 
fa4or at Rome, began the triumph of the French 
Court. I have already fent intelligence of that 
GMarrel, and hpw high.die refentments of the King 
flew,, on the f^me. day tbat he received the firft news 
of fo barbarous an affront. Now I fliall acquaint 

thee. 
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thee, that there enfued a treaty between them at 
Pifa, a city of Italy, in the dukedom of Tufcany^ 
after the French troops had terrified them into a 
ihite-penitence, by the menacing approaches they- 
made towards the ecclefiaftical territories, through 
the principalities of Modena and Parma. Xheie 
two are friends to France, and their intereft makes 
them fo, in regard that Crown protecEb them Irom 
t-he Pope's oppreffion, who is always efteemed an ill 
jigghbour by the Italian Princes, whofe dominions 
lie next to his. For this Roman Prelate is very po- 
tent and rich ; he would in a fhort time be Lord of 
all Europe in temporals as well as fpirituals, were 
he not curbed by the King of France and bis allies. 
. This makes all the little Sovereigns round about 
Rome iland in awe of the Monarch who was born 
to command crowned heads. Wonder not at the 
expo-effion, for, I tell thee fome of the greateft 
Pnnoes in Europe are his penfioners. This very 
quarrel with the Pope has gained, the French King 
three Cardinals more than were his friends formerly. 

The concluAon of the treaty was, that the Pope 
ihould fend a Legate de Latere into France to paci- 
fy the King's wrath ; and that the militia or Roman 
ruards, whom they call Sbirri and Corfes, fliould 
befor ever abolifhed, and a pyramid created over- 
againfl: their guard-houfe, with an infcription in. 
Latin and French, declaring their crime and j)u- 
nifliment. 

This put the .Court of France into a very jolly 
humour. They fell prefently to feaftinfi; ana revcl- 
Jing ; and the Kling's next projedt was the conqucft 
of mrbary. To this end, he fen t the Duke of 
Beaufort with a fleet of great fliips, to clear the feas 
of African Corfairs, that fo an army might be fafely 
tranfborted from Toulon, and landed on the oppo- 
fite more_. His defign in this was to reduce the in^ 
habitants of thofe happy countries to the old idolatry 
of their forefathers, to plant there the Nazarene fu- 
perttition, and make himfclf the fole Lord and Pro- 
prietor of A/rica. - 
c 5 ^ I cannot 
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^ gumot^diviiie WI»tiuQceft,Jie wiU^ hatre in this 
l^rieat enterprife i but it appears as if God were an* 
^by with the MuiTulinanB) fuch continual fofles 
^tfey fuftain by land and fek 

t-3t is with no fmall ^rief I bwy act Ipnga^, the 
Tyimrfi, who fervcd in Hunf^aiy, Ai& campaien, re^ 
tfic^/tp^Bfirisladen with theipoikof Tr^e Behevenu 
Tj .igmnot behold the> v^ty.rcymetarsand eniiuis^ 
which thefeJnfidels^took from the vanquished Of* 
maofy Jiaoe up in their temples, as trophies of their 
vifdorj^ wiOKMit inexpreflible paffion and regret, {t is 
fa^ iir^yth^ ihoQr^d Signior has loft in Hunga^ 

S^^fdbpve.thjjty thoufand men this campaign ; where-> 
4cn(thqufiiad ^^re killed in one battle, and a hun**> 
dirpglaiid £% icolours tsdceny with.fixteen cannon. 
'*pt&defff tbt(^ giafeps gra^ my ears with. another 
bc^ivafd^a^ boafting^ that one Jbrench (hip of war 
f^^^m'ttvm hours- wilh three and thirty of the 
Oi;an4SiS7iiorV«ilies^ funk five, fcattered the reft, 
ax»d x^|n)B>eff mm ^, eomf^lete vi^kiky* 

T^ i,s,avaft advantage the French have in thefitu« 
att^M^jd^fcpim^^'in tbatit i&wafhedon the 
S$MA^. by the Mbdioerran^an, on the North by the 
I main Jtea; SO'lrtiat it is eafy for them to curb the 
' graateil partof Europe on one fide, and fufficiently 
moleft the Levamifies on the other^ As for the Weft^ 
I ern parts, this kingdom is their viery center, where 
[ all.the.linesofwar, peace, commerce, and traffitk 
I meet and terminate. She is to Chriftendom, what 
I ^l^ypt and Sicily were in former ages to the empire 
I or Old Rome, an inexhaqftible granary. What- 
foewr defirabbs diings nature has fruffally dropped 
here aivdth«t<e, in other regions, are found in^ this 
kingdom «» in their original feminary. Corn is as 
pledtifiil as grafi, wine is almoft as cheap here, as 
wat^ ismth you in fome p^irts of Turky. The 
fens and lakes arc covered with wild fowl. The 
iBoadbws with ftieep, deer^ goats, and oxen. There 
iiJliQiifaifttp.' fcarce but hens, egjgs, and True Be* 
liev«H^^« ) I liMiid almoft forgot thetr remarkable plen- 
ty of fait, the bare cuilom of whith augments 
.Vol. VI. 1 the 
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tbe King^s cofFers with four miUkms of ic^i 
«vcry 3rear. 

France alfo abounds in hemp, a moft necefiaiy 
vegetable, whereof ihe not only makes all her owa 
<:ordage and fails, butalfo furnilhes her neifirhboafs^ 
which brings in a confiderable revenue. There js 
.an infinite tuenty of fruits and trees for timber, of 
iron, marble, free-ft<Mie, and all ihings ntcenkrf 
for building (hips or faoufes, for defence or offence 
i>y land or lea. Neither are there wanting mines of 
^Id, filver, tin, lead, copper, and odier metals, 
whereof men make the inftruments of war, and the 
(entertainments of peace. In a word, this countr7 
is fo inriched with every thin^, that fome hifiorians 
and philofophers have called it the parent of plenty, 
odiers the fountain of earthlv blife, the moft incom- 
l>arable region of this gloDe. the epitome of the 
w»rld, or radier a little world itfelf. 

Serene Scribe, thou wile not wonder at the uni- 
verfal fucceiTes of the French arms, when thou coa- 
iidereft thefe things ; and that here the provinces 
are peopled lik^ kingdoms ; the cities appear liko 
whole provinces, for the multitude of inhabitants. 
To fay all in a word, the common chara^r of France 
is the fame which philofophers ^ive to nature, that 
Ihere can he no vacuum found m it* 

PariSf «5th of the nth MooSj 
of the Year 1664.. 



LETTER XVtI. 

To Abdcl jMelec Mali Omar, PreRdcn^ of 
\ the Cdilege of Sciences at Fez. 

PErmit me to ruih into thy preftnce, venerable 
patron of philofophy. Without the ufual for- 
malities of addrefs, or punAilio's of introdudUbn. 
Let me be admitted like a man with qqsI^ of fire on 

his 
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lits liead, as the cu^om is at the Imperial Porfo^ m 
"Urgent cafes : For I am newlv inflamed afteih with 
-Pythagorifm, PJatonifiti, ana Indianifinv 

Floods, fires, and other 4evaftatioiis by war, fk«^ 
mine, peftilence, earthquakes, and foch-like coiv* 
itingencies^ have either quite abolifhcd the Due and 
}>rimitive fciences of Ae firft ages, in moft parts of 
^he earth ; or, at leftft^ very much diminiihed tod 
^bfcured their iSrigitisffl fplendor.- 

nrhe heft manuferfpts are toft, ttntefe the Indians 
'feave preferved them. Our fathers grew torpid^ ftu- 
.}>ified[ and defperate, under the pubKck calamities 
-ivhich overwhelmed whole cities, provinces^ king-- 
"doms aiid empires, f h6re was no encouragement 
<br a fcribe or a man of letters to put himfelf to a 
^eedlefs toil in labouring to preferve the records 
which came from Heaven : Hiftories of the world" 
.Tnvifible, celeftial, perfeft, and eternal $ traditions 
of undift:overab!e antiquity; pandefts repleniflicd 
With bright oriental wifdom ; and fealed with the 
tetragrammaton, which, thoti knoweft, is the iig- 
^et of the firft and the laift'; even of the Drvinity 
which cpmprehefids all thiftgs^ and is itfelf com- 
prehended of none. , 

Had they gone about fuch a talk, they knew that 
fi>me ill fate or other would fwallow their writings, 
and bury than in eternal oblivion. Hence it is, 
that at Hiis day we can .hardly boaft of the footftep 
of ancient knowledge, a few fragments arid relicfcs 
of primitive learning Scattered up and ddwn in di»- 
Vers authors, and much adulterated with the vain 
Opinions and errors of after-times. Fot every writer 
•wasdther fhclined or forced to flatter the age where- 
in he lived, and not tooppofe their tenets. So that 
*now there is fcarce any true philofophy extant on 
this fide the Ganges. 

How thofe Brachmans only had thfe happinefs to 
tdnferve (b facrcd a treafurc can be no other way 
Inade xjut, than by their own confl-ant tradition, 
that the deluge of Noah never reached thofe utmoft 
%0Fders of the land towards the £aft. And, per- 

I tf haps, 
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J)apSf the fame rcaibn may be given for the untrace** 
able chronologies of the Chinefe, their neighbours. 
For, though tney differ in the fentiments and rites 
4»f their religion, in their laws, cultoms, and man- 
ner of government, yet they both agree in affirming 
the w6nd to^be indeterminately old, putting a certain 
number <if millions of years for an uncertain, far 
beyond it ; which is but a modeft retrenchment of 
their own thoughts, as if they were unwilling it 
fliould be falfely ceofured that they aimed at an hy-- 
pcrbolc, 

; They fay, diat the firft matter is co>eternaI with 
<3od, as light is coeval with the fun ; produced alfe, 
and depending after the fame manner. For as the 
light difFufed through the air is not properly the fun> 
;but an infeparable ened of it ; fo the univerfe is not 
iGod, but his produdion, ever fubfifting on him, 
and never to be divided from his eternal eflence. 
And, for aueht I fee, the moft fignificant language 
Jn the world has no other way to exprefs things of 
this abftrufe nature. They are too fublime ibr hu- 
man' thought ; much more do they tranfcend the 
power of Ipeech. All the dialects on earth are too 
Darren of words, and words too defe£^ive in fenfe^ 
to defcribe the ineffable fecrets of eternity. 

As for the various ranks of beings, the infinite 
Jlverfity of forms refulting from the firft matter, 
they think it reafonable to believe, that they were 
-fuccefEvely produced in time ; every one in its or* 
•der, and according to its perfc£Hon. 

I teU thee it appears much more rational for me 
.to belieire this, than that the firft matter itielf was 
produced out of nothing, about five or fix thoufand 
years ago, as the Jews and Chriftians feem to teach. 
Rather than ftarve my reafon with fo fliort an idea 
of the world's age, Iwould embrace the fentiments 
«f Democritus and Epicurus, fuppofe an infinity 
of fpaces and worlds, an eternity of generati6ns 
and corruptions, a continual <:hangc, not only of in*» 
dividuals, but of the very fpecies of things, tnrough 
ibe fatal. conaourfe ana blending of atoms-: Yef, 

not 
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net denying the unity of the divine eflence, nor un* 
denraltiing nis providence all the while. For theft 
things are, in my opinion, very compatible one 
with another. 

. I do not pretend to be lingular, or fet up for a 
dogmatift. Neither am I ambitious of being elieemed 
a wit, by vciiting notions above the reach-of vulgar 
capacides. It is only the pure love of truth, which 
encourages mcto take this liberty with thee, who, in 
matters of philofophy, art the only Mafter of the age. 
Xo thee, therefore, I fubmh all my fcntiments* 
as to an oracle 5 defiring thy impartial anfwer. and 
cott^ing the faculties w my foul, in the moft hum* 
Ue attaoiment to thy venerable wIfdom» I becomt 
mute as a mummy. * *' 

Pims, 3othGfi]ietsdiM€oii^ 
•fifae Year 1664. 



I.ETTER XVIII. 

To Mirmaddin, SantoAe of the Yale of Sidooi ' 

WH A T is this world, that on all fides invades 
Quir fenfes ? This earth under our feet& thofc 
iClouds whirling over our beads^ 1 thefe winds making * 
the trees : that azure iky^ with all its glittering or* 
naments r What is all this but an eternal dream ; 
a mexe fhadow of God Almighty's thoughts I It is 
pleafant living in it$ it is alfo painful. In his fen(e« 
this univofe is perfedly good ; in ours, it is mixed 
with evil. He made it for his own diverfion, and 
our fcrutiny. It is to us a field of riddles and con- 
tradi^ons. In fummer we cfurfe the heat, and in 
winter blafpheme the cold. Yet we blefs both the 
one and the other v^en we fed them in due meatfure 
and feafon. One hour thh colour pleafes the eye, 
another that $ and. perhaps, in the next« it is dif- 
« gufted at them both.. We never find reft 9r content 

I 3 ** 
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in 9A^. tbingf \ The fofteft muftc at fome tim^ 
grates our ears like the croaking of toads. The mo/t * 
Gigreeable odours are^ as the imell of a fepulchre^ 
loathippie and abominable. The moft deledtabl^ 
wioes and favoury meats^ at fuch feafons, are unpa- 
latable as the beverage and diet ot hell . Neither can 
the more infiauatifi|; charms of women put us into^ 
^ better humour* All tlie whole fyftem of nature^ 
joined together is not fufficient to ^afford us ea(e« 
rfotbing But a ray from the Omnipotent can alIe-« 
Viate our me]ancholy| or give us a tafte of ourfel ves«. 
For we are th^ very Deity Scattered in fragments i or , 
ipre are feparatod drops or the divine eflbnce^ volatile 
Ipirits ofeternity ; bv fate or chance fixed m pro{3Cc 
Yehiclcs of time and matter/ O Santonel Th;& 
whole corporeal univerfe is but a Web fpun from the 
bowekof an infinite God^ ac&i YtncQught \irith iifinti- 
table artifice to catch immaterial ismis, ideas^^and 
louts 19.) which, arc; the genuine offspring of the- 
ettmal inuid* We m c rtaTs of human race are but 
fo many parcels of the Divinity in difguife, tre- 
panned into, bfjdfes^bv.oertaiuhlddov baits, mag- 
nets^ and charms, luricine in embryo's with which. 
wfi JiavJ? JbijKie^^patb|r. r We are ftU go^ jii maid' 
querade. So are the beafts of the field, the birds o£ 
the aif »i iffld the fifli ofthie ica« 
. lAi U8 not thecefig^e cQndcmn the antique cere- 
monies of thfi Gentile religion^ which taught met» 
to adore the fiin» 0100% and ibrs, the eiement%^ 
apd all UUkC is within t]i4ircucumference, cfpeciallir. 
th^ fouls of departed henm^^d^liii-f^^ nymdbs4. 
add the. teh of. thoife being^/WJucli. are the elde{^ 
progeny 4>f eternal nature, Fer^ in fo doing, they 
did but buila altars to the original fountain of the 
univerfe. Since Qod is in the winds, in the rain» 
ia the thunder, lightniug^ hail, and other meteors i 
in the heavens and ajr, fun, moon, and fiai!s ; in^ 
the Jxe, earthy and wat^ if in jHants an4 animms i 
fi,aaUy, fince he is ih the elements.and e.vef)c diing 
compounded of them; he ifi not toly tn. them, hut 
i«the&irery things by an iaeiEibk prodnSion.pf 

himfelf^ 
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&iinielf« And, when the final coAl^immation ihall 
come, it will be but a withdrawing all the. extended 
lines of his infinity into their center^ whci« thou 
ai»l I, and every divided atom in nature, fhaJl meet,. 
be united and 1 wallowed up in eternal beatitude. 
Amen I Amen I Oh thou Lord and Father of all 
thingsL inexfaauftible abyls of miracles which know 
noene. 

Paris, 6th of ^ t ft Moon, 
q£ the Year 1665* 



LETTER XIX. 

To the fame. 

SUppofing it were otherwif 2 *thah I have Caiii 
Grant the do<Strine of Epicurus true. Believe 
tbat we and all things were produced by the for^ 
tuitous concourfe of atoms :. Yet flill we have the 
£ime) or greater reafon, to. value ourfelves as di» 
Biinutive gods,, fince in this fenfe yre muft of necef*^ 
fity be eterna],every atom being fo^ of which we are 
compounded. In the opinion of thefe philofophers 
there is no fuch thing as an origin or beginning of 
the univerfe: Each particle of matter, with them^ is 
as old as the Divinity. We have all ranged eccrmiU 
ly from one form and world to another i danced to 
the meafureS'Of /ate ', been parts of the orbs above^ 
and of the caverns below ; ftrayed through the hea* 
vens and all the elements, taken an univerfal career 
through infinite apd endlefs fpace, and are now (at« 
fixed as we feem in thefe folia bulks of fieih) in the 
fome hurly-burly as ever. 

Thefr bodies which we carry about us are nor 
compounded of the fame atoms as they were {even 
y«U3 ago. There is a perpetual flux and reflux of 
particles. We die asfaflas we live* Every md- 
fiosat £uhtra£b from our duration on earthy as much 
I 4 as 
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to ic adds to it. We move, breathe, and do all 
tbififfs by paradox. Our very ellence is a riddle* 

With an open heart, therefore, I applaud thy re- 
ligious negligence of human affairs, in that thou- 
art divinely carelefs of thyfelf and every thing elie, 
iave only to conferve thy innocence. 

What fignifies it whether we believe the written 
Jaw or the Alcoran ; whether we are difciples of 
Mofes, Jefus, or Mahomet $ followers of Ariftotlc, 
Plato, Pythagoras, EDicurus, or lick Rend Hu, the 
Indian Brachman ? Or what import is it, whether 
we pray or not? Whether we kneel before images or 
in a naked mofque^ It will be all one in the winding 
up. We are but the machines of chance. As ui^e 
live, fo fhall we die ; and <jod . knows what mtUI 
become of us afterwards ; neither is it worth our 
while to be foUicitous, fince we can be certain of 
nothing. Perhaps, every atom of which -we are 
tfiade may be fcattered from the reft : we aiay be 
iranfported piecemeal into ten hunored thouland 
millions of worlds ^ and feven*fold as many years 
aiay expire, before two. the miniiteft particles of oitf 
frame meet together again. We need not to be 
troubled at all mis : Nothing can hinder us from 
being immortal and etcrnaly though it be but ia 
fra^nments. 

Go on then, (acred' vagabond, pious rambler, hor 
If fugitive; go on» to allert, in thecourfe of thy 
life, this great truth, * That all things depend on 
* everlsUUng chance or deftiny.' Thy anions (hall 
reprove the hypocrites of the age^ who abound in 
fpccious Words. And thy divine mdifTerence (hall 
condemn the helli(h zeal of furious bigots* who 
think to pleafe God and atone for their (ins, by fa-> 
ciificihe human bloody and mafHicring til that are 
not of uieir faith. 

God, or chance, or fate, (hall tran&ort thee, 
after death, to happy regions* immarcemUe joys» 
and an end^efs (ucceffion of blifs* Every atom 
Sball find its Pai'^dife. Thou (halt mount, by de« 

frees, 
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, tofuUy infinite, and eternal felic«{)r» A<lie^ 



\OT a time. 



of the Year 1665. 
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LETTER XX* 

Tolfouf, hisGoufin, a Merchant, atAftracan. 

WH E N I rcflca on thy happincfs, In havinj^ 
been all thyjife at liberty to change thy re- 
fidence and ramble wbitherfoever thy^ fancy invited 
thee ; and that, even now at Aftracan, thou art no 
longer confined, than by thy. own pleafure or inte- 
left : I cannot forbear envying thee. . 

There is an inexprei&ble delight in ranging th» 
various traf^s of the earth. Whereas to be perpetu^ 
ally fhut up and imprjfoned, as I am, in a city fo 
clofe and high-built .that the very winds can fcarc» 
find way into her interior parts, ;is a perfe<^ hell up^ 
on eartn. 

To fpeak the truth, Paris may be called a heapl^ 
or aggregate of cities, built one upon another, like 
Pelion upon Ofla, fince the houfes here are as high 
as the minarets at Conftantinople, and divided like 
the. air into the lower, middle, and upper regions os 
apartments ; or rather like the heavens, whole num-> 
per aftronomers afiert to be nirie. For with fo 
many ftories do fome houfes, nay, whole ftreets in 
Paris, lift up their heads ; and every ftory or apart^ 
ment is peopled like a bee-hive* So that m this In*^- 
finite throng of inhabitants, and fuch as come hi-* 
^ ther about bufinefs, we are ready to be ftifled witK 
one another's breath : Whereas, thpu knoweft, in 
the cities all over the.Eaft, the houfes are intermix^v 
ed with.-gardens : They are low-bui}.ty with tcrraflcs 
on the top, to take the cool air on by night, with 
fiartcxres, kaikaneys, divans, coni^vatories, and 
Is *1^ 
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aJl the othtr colivenicncies for rfifraihiiig 'Qnt- fyttiw9^ 
bywater, wind, and odoriferous fmells. 

This makes me long to be at Conftantinople^Oa- 
mafcus, Moful, or even at Aftracari, where thou 
refidcft, though that city wants many delights which 
the others enjoy. However, I fhould there encoun- 
ter with tiara's ahfturbandsV the very figKt oFwRicK 
"Would half curp my difcontent. May my portioir^ 
be with Tagot, if I am not tired with feeing no— 
thing but thefe hats and fliort coats^ thefe ridiculous 
Franks, thefe zpcs without tails. And then to hear 
them rant agamft the Grand Signior and all the 
Trde BeKevers ; to hear them blafpheme the Mef- 
fengcr of G(|d, ctirfe the Alcoran, revile the Muf- 
ti and all the Mollahs, with a thoufand other im-^ 
pertinences, which none but fuch reprobates, giaurs^ 
and Infidels, would be guilty of ^ make me either 
wife myfelf deaf, or that my tongue were at liberty 
io anfwer them. But much rather Would Ldefire 
to be in a place where I might enjoy my ears, ta 
jreceive the falem from my friends that are Muiml- 
JndA5, and to hear the name of God devoutly blef- 
fed, on any Occafton th^t awidcens the fenfe to 

Oh diat I were among my oountiymen, the Ara- 
bians, who dwell in tents, and frolick about, from 
hills to valiies, tailing by turns the various fweets 
of the forcft and the plain. The groves and mea- 
dows, paftures and arable grounds, cities and vil^ 
hi^s, all contribute to their delights. They want 
fio innocent ioy "that the earth can afford. Their 
wealth coriBfts in the Multitude of their fheep, ca- 
mels, goats, and oxen. And for them is all their 
c^re, tfiat they may not want grafs and water in due 
feafon. As for themfelves, they arc refigned t6 Pro- 
vidence. 

So are the Tartars, who flfcep in hords or wag- 
gons, the only cavaliers of Afia: Whofe life is a 
perpetual cafnipaien, fn)m the cradle to the grave ; 
Their labour and eafe are derived from the fame 
.4mnp&n ; exercifing Ihemfelves on boirfeback, at 
' feven 
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tcfCA years dd ; and feedings on the milk of mares^ 
ja3 fbon as they are weaned from their mother's 
breafts. Toil and recreation, with them, are one 
aind the fame thine, fince they know no other plea- 
fbre but what connfts in riding, fighting, and con- 
ouerine j or elfe in death, which, they bdicve, tranf- 
lates t^em to new joys, and thofemore poignant 
than they knew before. Therefore they bravely 
court it at the point of a fword, or the mouth of a 
cannon ; nothmg being more fcandalous or hateful 
than a coward among them. 

I protcft, the very ixlea of Palus Mceotis, and 
Xa^rica Cherfonefus, with the reft of thofe. hor- 
nble fens and marflies on the North of the Bladk 
Sea, which incompafs the dominions of the Tar*» 
tars, alFe^ me with a pafHon, or rather fuch a med- 
ley of paffions, as I know not how to name. Thofe 
ample defarts, thefe untracked foHtudes, appear to 
my imagination like the limits of this old habiuble 
world J and the frontiers of feme new, ftninge, and 
unknown regions ; fome terra incognita, where an 
univerfal diiiblution and filence keep their feats foi^ 
ever : Where no voices are heard fcut thofe of un- 
couth fatyrs, fauns, and other exotick tenants of' 
the wooas and moors. No other found but the 
whiftling and roaring of the winds. No profpeil 
but that of trees, which have appeared from the in- 
Yancy of time ; and, where thote are wanting, the 
eye is wearied in a long, endlefs wafte, which no- . 
thing feeras to bound but the declining arch of 
^ftant (kies^ or low, black, melancholy cloirds, 
fkirted with mift$ and fogs, eternal mantles of the 
Northern climes. 

This is the figure of thofe folitary tracks where I 
tirould chufe to Tfve^ rather than in a city which fti- 
, lies me with too much plenty of every thing but 
frefli air and hondl people. 

Ifouf, the contrarieties which we find in earthly' 
things give a guft to each other ; and the moft magr , 
nificent palace would ieem a prifon, were a man al- 
ways confined to Mve in it. - * ^ .-• • 
16 Cortfin, 
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douitn, I wUh thee perpetual liberty aod haf^* 

pinefs. 

Pint, 7thofthetdMooD| 
of the Year 1665. 



LETTER XXI. 

To Hamet, Rcis Efiendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

AM It) ST the variety of obligations which I 
, have to difcharge, I forget not to obey thy 
commands. I have already, in my former dii-^ 

E Itches, acquainted thee v^ith the characters andL 
me remarkable pafiages of Henry IV, Lewis XIII, 
Lewis XIV, Cardinal Richlieu, Cardinal Maza** 
rine-, and the Prince of Coilde. Now I will fay 
fomedxing of the Marihal de Tiireiine, whofe fame 
fcach^s wherever the French wars have been talked 
of for thefe forty years. The name of this great 
General is Henry de la Tour d' Auvergne, fon to 
lie Diike of Bouillon. 

When his. father was near his death, he called for 
both his ions, whereof this was the youngeft. And, 
amone other exhortations, he recommended, in a 
fpecial manner, three things to their pra&ice : Ne-i- 
ver to renounce or chan^ their religion : Never to 
tajeie up arms againft their Sovereign : Nor to pro- 
voke the fii:ft Minifter. 

As to the firft, the Marflial de Turcnne, has hi- 
4tief to kept inviolably ; but he has fiaultered in bodi 
.tbex)ther, having revolted from his Mailer's fervice^ 
4nring his minority, and oppofed the interdl of 
Qardinal Mazarine, when the Parliament perfecuted 
that Minilter. 

However, this hinders not but that he is a great 
Soldier ; and, befides, he is iince reconciled' to the 
ILing. He feems to be born for m%it»l affairs. 

And 
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And they rdate of htm, that^ when he wishtit tear 
yean old, and his Governor, miffinj; him, had foughc 
up and oown «veqr-where for htm, be at lengcb 
found him afleep.on a cannon, ¥^ich he feemed to 
embrace, with his little arms, as far as thejr could 
reach. And, whenafked. Why he chofe fuch a couch 
po lie on, he made aniwer, ^ that he defigned to 

* have flept there all night, to convince his father 
^ that he was hardy enough to undergo the fatigues 
^ of war, though the old Duke had often pirfuaded 

* him to the contrary.' And, to fpeak the truth, no 
man was more carelefs of his body than this Prince. 

At fourteen years of age, he was fent into HoU 
land, to ferve in the army under the Prince of O- 
ranjge, who was his uncle. There he applied him« 
fdfto all the difeipliiie of war, doing the duty of a 
private^ foldier : Which is the common way that 
cadets, or younger brothers, take to rife to the moft 
eminent offices. He was equally forward in labours 
and perils, never fhunning any fatigue or hazard, 
which might bring him gK>ry ; yet he was not rafli^ 
the common vice of youth ; but tempered all his ac- 
tions with an extraordinaiy prudence, and folidity 
cf judgment, beyond what was expected from him 
at thefe years. Yet, on the other hand, his couii- 
fels wvre not flow and phlegmatick, being of a very 
jrcady forecaft : And he feldom failed in His contri- 
vances. He was foon promoted to a place of com«> 
mand, and the exa&nefs of his condud.fbon raifed 
him a vaft reputation ; fo that, b^ degrees, he at laft 
arrived to that height of power and honour he now 
pofEefles. He appears indefatigable in his body, and 
of an invincible refolution. He hates flatterers that 
think to gain his friendfhip by prailin^ him ; and i$ 
equally averfe from making ufe of fucb fawning in- 
finuations to others, thou^ the greateft Trinces of 
the blood, or the fldl Minifter himfelf* . 

He has alfo a certain ftedfaftnefs of feirit whfch 
cannot be warped by any artificial addrefles, though 
made to his own apparent advantage, if they pro- 
pofe to him any thing that has iht leaft fiimblance 

«f 
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fome another. And there are not wantinif fuch - a» 
faften it on 4 virgin of Coloen, now rcfiding at tt^e 
Court : Her name is Anna Maria de Skurman. Slie 
is very learned, and fpeaks Arabick, Latin, Turkifh^ 
GreeK, Italian, French, and Spaniih. as fluently 
as her native dialed. She is of a nne wit^ and 
piercine judgment in the controverfies pf philoib-r 
phy and religion. 

There are feveral epiftles of her's in print, fotnc 
penned in Latin, others in French, addrefled to the 
Queen-mother, Cardinal Richlieu, Cardinal Ma«- 
marine, and others ; befides a book of poems, moft 
of diem fatires. And it is thisjaft gives the world 
fuch a jealoufy of her writing the lines which were 
found on the King's table. For the criticks have 
compared them with her ftyle and find a very neair 
refemblance between them. . 

But, let who will be the author, I think the 
French Xing is wronged, in the charafier they give 
hinu For, though he has heaped up great quanti« 
ties of jgold and hlver to cariy on his vaft.ddigns^ 
yet he is no mifer, being very, liberal to perfons 01 
merit. 

I fend thee this for thy diverfion, and in order ta 
©ur future correfpondence. Take it for an example, 
and be as familiar with me, remembering the old 
Latin proverb, ^ Manus manuoa iricat/ 

P^s, iidi of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1665. 



LETTER XXIII. 
To the Captain Bafla, 

MAY thy heart bechearful, and thy voys^ 
crowned with fuccefs, wherever thou faileft. . 
noble, old tarpaulin, and favourite of the God of 
the fea« The empire of Ae Ottomans lias not had fo 

have 
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brave a Conunahder o( the navy thefe thirty years^ 
God grant. thee good fortune ajgainft the Inndelsy 
^Mfbetber on the white or black (eas. Thou art al^ 
ready famous for thy exploits on the latter^ in above 
^vi^nty engagements with the Coflacks, Circaffians, 
suid the reft of thofe thievifli countries. But no<» 
tilling has raifed thy chara£ler fo high as the laft com* 
bat thou hadftwitn Pachicour, the renowned ^irato 
of thofe parts, who threatened not only his Chrifw 
tian neighbours, but alfo the Ottoman empire, with 
infinite ravages. 

fiat thou hait ilemmed the tide of glory, hum- 
bled the maritime people, his confederates ; and by 
that means made thyfelf a way into the Archipelago 
and Mediterranean, where tnou rideft) as another. 
Neptune, Kin{^ of the waters. 

Take not this for flattery ^ for I tell thee I have 
not (aid -fo much to a Bafla of the fea, thefe feven-i 
and-twentv years. Neither indeed had I anyrea^ 
fon. He that merited the moft applaufe, in all that 
time, was the brave Zornefan M uftapha. And I 
addrefled no more to him than his due. Fortune did 
not favour him, or elfe he had done great diings. 
As for the reft, they were generally men never bred 
to {tSL affairs, out minions of the Court, or bullies 
of the city, who were better at making a noife thzn 
at any a^ion of hazard or importance. And there 
were fome bold renegadoes, but they played faft and 
loofe, and nobody knew where to have them. 

Treachery infers the whole world ; but in thefe 
Weftern parts it reigns in its center. Here is no- 
thing but undermining and amfaufhes: One State 
trepanning another out of their guards, and then 
thgr play their own fi;ame. 
It would be endlefi to acquaint thee with the ori- 

S'nal of the quarrel betw^n the Englifli and the 
utch. Let it be enough for thee to know, that 
thefe people are at odds now : And, in regard the 
ftrei^eb of both nations lies in their fUppln^, they 
are preparing to cover the Northern feas wiu na- 
yiei i but the iflanders ftill get the beft of it. They 

claim 
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claim the fovereignty of tbofe feas, and, in my opiw 
nion, they defer ve it. I fpeak according to my ux— 
tcUigence, being afTured that no nation ever pre^ 
vailed againft them on that element. 
. They have had a terrible fight this fummer^ 
wherein the Dutch loft feventecn (hips of war, be— 
fides veflels of fmaJlcr not^. The Commander af^ 
the Englifli fleet i% called die Duke of York, a great: 
General, and brother to the Englifh King. His. 
name was famous in France and Flanders during 
the Spanifh war^ And, though the land afFordea. 
him no farther occafions of glory, yet he has found 
ibme in the fea. Opdam, the greateft Admiral thar 
ever the Dutch could boaft of^ fell a facrifice to hi^ 
genius* 

I am the more particular in the relation, becauie 
it is fit thou ihouldefl know the charadter.jof all tha 
bmve heroes living. t 

Since this Aght €h« Kbgof Fr^ce ha» fent tat 
Ambafiador to the Englifli Court to mediate a peace. 
What ifTue his negociatxon will have isbf no great 
import to us who ferve the Grand Signlor, fole 
Lord of the four feas : But I will tell thee fbme^ 
Ihinj?, which it concerns thee to know. 

The King of France is goinff tocot » canal thro^ 
part of his kingdom, by which the Afediterranean 
may be. joined to the main fea^ This is a^vaft de« 
fign, and much diicourfed of in Europe, being a • 
parallel to what has been formerly attempted by 
Kune Kinffs of Egypt and Emperors of Rome, to 
join the Nlediterranean and Red feas together, for 
the fake of an eafier traffick to the £aft-Indies. 
. Thou oyghtefl alfo to be informed of the Duk^ of 
Beaufort's exploits on thexroafl of Barbary. He is 
Commander of the French navy in thofe feas, and 
has done great injury ta the people of Algiers, Sar-<^ 
celle.. Bougie, and other ports. 

Tnou^ thefe rebels are defervedly punifhed for 
deferting the protection of the high Porte, yet let u$ 
K:€mem)>er that the Aigerinei are MuiTulmans, and^ 

therefoi^^ 
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^H^refore, ought not to be abandoned to the malice 
of the Infidels. ... 

Eighty Bafla^ (ail thou in the. ftrength of God, 
a^ainft the enemies of the Ottoman empire. And,, 
wtien thou haft finiihed thy voyage here below, mxf 
SL v»nd of mercy waft thee over the watera wh^h are 
st'bove the firmament, and land tbec fafe in one o£ 
the port» of Paradife. 

Tv'^h 3dofthe9tfaMoQDj| 
of the Year 1^65*. 



The End of thfe Third Boonl 



..LETTERS 



LETTERS 

WRIT BY 

A SPY AT PARIS. 

BOOK IV. 



LETTER I. 
To Achtnct, Bcig. 

THIS Court has put on the exterior fem*- 
blance of mourning, whilft they inwardly re- 
joice at the deaCh of Philip IV, King of Spain. He 
deceased on the 17th of the 9th moon. It is poffi- 
ble their grief is more real for the death of the Duke 
of Vendofme, a Prince of royal extra^on^ and, 
whi]ft living, not hr from a poffibilitY of inheriting 
the Crown of France. But now he is gone to the 
grave, the general receptacle of all mortals, and 
which makes no diftinflion between the poble and 
the vulgar. 

There have been abundance of ceremonies per- 
formed on the part of the King, the Dauphin, the 
Duke of Orleans, the Duke of Valois. and other 
Princes of the blood, for the health of the departed 
fouK For the Nasarenes^ to give them their du^ 
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fall not flKMt of tke Tr 
refurredion and i 
fiff n the bodks <if tke daa 
fidemn rites of r cl i gioPy 
ccnie, and ^vinkliia^ 
beaffins^ aHb <.rnjHi Iji ifl 
pointCQ fer one paipofe. ^cc^icr m 'i 
fa &ft and nvc aloBy t 
which is pr^iM bf 
friends who are sane mifbc 
ajgrce ixnth us in akndbncr of j 
they mix Ibmc fapatbtkm 
I dieir wcakncfr, — " — ^^ * 
to the ti^ttw3j._ 
to the way of JnAMm^ Hc^ 
merciful^ the j0ftm t 
nations. Shoold he i. 
hourly demerits, thecafth n wJJ fa— he^ 

lated, and void of : ' ' 

i beafts. But he ko 

that we are no moie than mac £nai^ or i , 
I jelements, and that in a im Vxdc time, by dhr 
courfeof natnre^wefiaH ■ mith Hkchobbtoi^ whach 
\ yield to evcTf blaft of winA. ThadSmchef 

us, andconnires at - ^— -^-— ^ ^ 

I the lover of (bols. 

I fpcak this as an incentive fe> 4 ^ 

I lelvcs, and to our fellow-moitak. Itfetgrn lo ^^ 
I unreafonable that we IlioaU Darfoey with ioexonUe 
I hatred, all the followers ofJe6». He was a hc^y 
[ . Prophet, humble, miU, ciKmc, and hannleft. He 
did many good woria Kmtdf, 9nd cou umu dcd bis 
dtfciples to imitite his example; He leboked tbofe 
among them that would have called down fire from 
heaven to confume his enemies : Injoining them to 
- return bleffings for curies, prayers for Uafphemics, 
[ ^md good for evil. There are thofe among them 
I who obeyed his precepts : As for the wicked, I am 
1 not their advocate, if the greateft part of the Chris- 
tians live contrary to the law5 of the Meffias^ let us 
csnfider 4dfo how many hypocrites, libertines, he- 

x«ticks, 
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reticks, and atheifts there are among thofe who prd»> 
Ms the MuiTulman faith. Doubdels^ thoreare soo^ 
and bad of all religions* And it is impoffiblo to* 
find an aflembly of juft men without a mixture o£ 
iinners. 

As for our differences with the peofde of Jefas^ 
-in matters of worfliip, it ought not to make us (or^ 
fjtt that we are men, compounded of the fame flefli 
and blood as they. And, for aught we know, Gk>cf ^ 
who made all the nations of the earth, may accept 
"Of their various rites and ceremonies, in fiaying him 
divine adoration. 

We, that are the|ibfterity of Ifmael, and worfhrp 
<the Etornal after the manner of otir fathers, who 
followed the pattern of Ibrahim the Beloved of God» 
cannot -deny o«t that the law of Mofes was of divine 
original : And yet it contains orecepts and injunc-* 
tions to which we -are wholly ftrangers in our prac* 
tfce ; though the Jews, who aife t£s>defcmdants oi 
Jacw, obey them ta this day. 

So we believe what the Alcoran fays of the Mei^ 
lias, that he ih the breath and worfi of God ^ that 
he healed difeafes, raifed die dead, wrought many^ 
other miracles, and preached the true heavenly doc* 
trine. Yet there is abundance of di^rence between 
the ceremonies which the very apoftles ufed in the 
;fervice of God, and the worihip eftablilhed by Ma- 
liomet, our holy Lawgiver. But he tells us, that 
they who live up to theiaw of Jefus ihall go to Pa* 
^-adife, as well as the Muflfulmans. 
' The greateft fcandal which the Chriftians give 
*lis is their fetting up pidufes and images in their 
tetoplcs, and the reverence they pay to thofe infen* 
fible pieces of human art. And yet, for aught we 
know, they may be excufeable lifore God, fince 
they profefs openly, in the publick decrees of their 
councils, that the veneration and honour they pay 
to the figures of faints and angels is only relative ^ 
their devotion, at the fame time, retting not on thfe 
fide the prototypes* 

' • . » - if 
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If this be true» I fee no more hurt in their wor- 
Slip of images^ than in bowing and proftrating be* 
fore the Aicoran, iithich is but another fertof jrna* 
gery, reprefenting the divine will. 

In a word, if the liieroglyphicks of the ancient 
Egyptians are allowed to be lawful lettei-s and in- 
ftnnnents, to exi^refs the inward concfptioiis of the 
;9iind :• In my opinion^ the painting and fculpture, 
inrhich we fee in the churches of tHeChriftians, ought 
- »ot to bbcondemned% a$ an eafier way to convey the 
Kiftory of Jefus, ana the reft of the prophets and 
laints to the vulgar, who are generally ignorant of 
letters ; ^nlefs we fliall fay, that the ion of Mary 
was an idol, and the prophets and faints were de- 
vils, which Ged avert from the mouth o( a Triit 
Believer. 

Paris, i3tii of the nth Moon, 
^ the Year 1665- 



LETTER H. 

To William Volpel, a Reclufe rf Aiaftrk; 

THY difpatch came to tny hiands in a good 
hour. Iperufed with reverence the paternai 
inftruflions it contained; thegrave^d judicious 
apophthegms; the iacred rades and inftru6):ions of 
^ regular and foiritual life ; the mor-als more refine4 
than thofe of Pindar, Eipi&tiis, Seneca, or Cato. 
But pardon me if I relifh not fo well thepanegynck 
on fome of the newly canonifed faints ; rrom which 
you tak^ oecafion to extol the Pope's infallibility, 
iMid to exclude from falvation all that are not with«> 
in the pale of the Roman church. 
. I am a Chriftian an<i Catholick as well as you. I- 
lionour the apoftles and martyrs, with all the pri- 
mitive faints, c6nfeffor$,. arid holy doftors ojf the 
^burpi|. But I can never be ^erfuaded, that a man, 
$ for 
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fix being ai murdencr) traitor, an inventor of cruel 
devicea, or a learned fycophant, can merit heaven, 
Chougli he may be ranked in the red lines of the ca*. 
lendar. Much lefs can I believe, that all men fhall 
be damned who are not in communion with the Bi* 
iliop of Rome. Certainly the Catholick or univer* 
fal Uhurch is not (hut up within the narrow con-i> 
iines of the fliattwitd Roman empire. Confider 
Greece, Armenia, Egypt, Mufcovy, Ethiopia, and 
all the fpacious territories of Europe and the Eaft. 
How many millions daily fay their raternofter, ana 
pray in Jefus's name, yet never paid obedience to 
any but their own ratriarchs and Biihops ? Were 
not all the apoftles eoually in coi^miffion ? Were 
not the churches tney founded and eftabliihed 
equally holy and orthodox? Where then com* 
tnenced the mighty fchifm, but in the morofe pride 
of Vi£lor, who (for the fake of pafchal niceties) 
affronted all the churches in the world, and was, 
for that reafon, feverely reproved by a French Bi* 
ftop of his own obedience ; befides tne reprimand of 
Polycarp, and other Prelates of the Eaft ? What not 
St. John the Beloved, that relied his head with di* 
viiie honour on the breaft of Chrift, as privy.to the 
laws of his Mailer, as Peter, Paul, or any other 
abortive apoftle? Remember the firft General Coir^- 
cU at Jeniialem, where James, the brother of oiir 
Lord fat Prefident, decreeing abftinences exadly 
oppofite to the prefent faith ana prafkice. And be-» 
lieve, at the iame time, that it was imperial vani* 

Sand prid^ which firft begot the fatal feparation. 
erefy was but die baftard.of the apoftolick canons, 
cherifhed and too much countenanced by Conftan* 
tine and his fuccellbrs, till the fatal time of Phocas^ 
wbofe untimely death made all things ready for the 
intended ufurpation. Oh Guicciardine ! how t: u-^ 
ly haft thou written the. ftate of modem Rome f 
Worthy as Horace of eternal honour. Thy faith^ 
ful prole equals his courtly verf<, and merits new 
Auguftus*^ to patronife it. 

Believf 



r 
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Believe me, father William, I have no fpite or 
enmity againft the Roman High-Prieft. I reverence 
him equally with his brethren the Patriarchs of 
Conftantinople, Jerufalem, Alexandria, and An- 
4:ioch. I would go beyond this, for the fake of con- 
formity to ancient cuftoms, and in obedience to the 
celebrated Council of Nice:- 1 would willingly ac- 
icnowledge him the Primate of the world. Let him 
-^ave the firft place in God's name ampng the Pa- 
triarchs of the univerfal church. But Jet him not 
ride on the necks of his equals. Let him not pre- 
tend a power to cancel the apoltolick canons ; tra- 
verfe the traditions of the Fathers, repeal the decrees 
of- General Councils, difpenfe with the Jaws of na- 
ture, j;race, reafon, morality, and the very inftitu- 
tions of his predecefTors, men, without qucftion, 
as infallible ^ he. This is not the way to make 
profelytes to the Roman faith, unlefs it be of fools 
or knaves. The world has received new lights, Fa- 
ther William, and men begin to hifs religious ^3an-. 
tering ojflF the ftgge. Nay, even they who are moft 
guilty of jt, I mean the Roman Courtiers, Cardi- 
nals, and Priefts, cannot forbear laughing at tl^ic 
folly and credulous eafmefs of thofe to whom they 
impofe their pious frauds. The bigotted laity are by 
them efteemed no better than iilly aflcs, tamely 
couching under the burdens of their ccclefiaftical 
Lords and drivers. 

Therefore, it is time for thee to open thy eyes, 
lift up thy head, and layafide monaftick fimplicity : 
I do not counfel thee to turn libertine, or imitate 
the Italian gallantry, which has taught the Priefts, 
inltead of facred continence, to fquint a benediftipn 
on fome charming Lady, from the altar, in the name 
of Dominus Vobifcum, or Surfum Corda ; even 
whilft they are preparing for divine revels, to ban- 
ouet on the flefli and blood of God. Otrhmon- 
itroiis perfidy and execrable prophaneaefs ! Nor, 
if thou art affronted and revengeful, would I ad- 
vife thee to time the execution of thy wrath like the 
Sicilian vefpcrs, and make the bells become the fig- 

VoL.VL K nals 
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:nals of thy cruelty, which ought, and weredcfi^^n- 
>cd ind confecrated on purpofe to drill on harml^is 
^(buls to church, with their dull, flecpy, jangling^ 
chimes ; and with their more triumphant, lofty mu- 
fick, on the feftivak of the faints, tjo makedevouter 
'Chriftians dream they are going to heaven inftead of 
, .a mjiflacre. I would not haye^thee hope te merit 
Paradife, by fending tHither',"Tii ohedience' fd Ute 
Pope, or General of thy order, the majcfticlc Ibuls 
of Kings or Emperors, in vehicles of iacred poiforiy 
or invcnomcd cucharifts. Believe that thofe Pre- 
lates, pricfts, or monks, who are thus divinely^pre-' 
. phane and mercifullv cruel, fhall become mitred, 
veftcd, cowled monfters, in the fierceft kfid/Wioft 
violently glowing dens of hell j there with thi moft 
. exalted arfenicks, mercuries, and whatfoever JgiVcs 
the higheft pains, to languifh, pioe, and rack away 
ten thoufand, thoufand, thoufand ages, in fienaflccs 
•of flow effed, which expiate, biit very late, the 
<rying fins of guilty Trturder^s vmi bloody hypo- 
crites. '••' 

Yet fuch as thefc, fince modem tfmes, tfe the 
only men thought worthy to be canonifed for ifaints ; 
which made a certain honeft Cardinal cry out, m 
the prefence of the Pope, * Thefe new faints-forcc 
■'* me to doubt the old ones." 

Father William, the fafttc tSioug^t begins and 
•ends my letter. Your'^ was upon the ftretch, ex- 
tolling far -too high the largenfcfs of the Roman 
churcn, the infallible power of Popes, the miracles 
of thefe new faints. Aiid I, for my part, am a maa 
abhorring bigotry. I cannot believe things contra- 
ry to my reafon* I wifh the differences of man- 
kmd, in point of religion, were rationally compofed^ 
and that the good of all feds, fadHons, parties, 
cnurches, and communions were united in this life, 
as they furely will be in the next. - 

In the mean time, to the Father withoutbegin- 
ning; to the Son without a younger brother; t« 
the Holy Ghofl, the firfl and the lafl : to the Vir* 
jrinMary^ the Mother of the intirjcDeity, I recom- 
mend 
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fnen3 thee and all good Ohriftians^.; hophg to fee 
-you in heaven, thoujjh we cannot, it feems, thuik 
ftlikeon earth. 

• Paris, iftoftbe itthMooB, 
,. ,<if the Year 1665. 

^ « , ' ■ . f— 

X lE T T E R IIi; 
To Nathan Ben Sadd^ a. Jew, at Vienna^ 

' A Ccordiijg tO;thy defirc, 1 have procured, and 
.JTjL font, thee ^he Alcoran, and other writings of 
'OUT holy Doctors j beoks which will conduft thee 
injtQ the right way. Thou wilt find^ in thefe vo- 
lume$y a ipirlt of Hie and pow^« There breathe» 
in tbemacer,ta»n>vital^prjnciple..of reafon ; fo that 
^bofoeyer wHI read thejji attentively may feel, if 
I may fo fpeak, the very pwlfe of intelledtual wif- 
^om heating in every fentence. 
- There. is a vaft difference between thefe writings 
fall of arguments dear and intelligible, and'jin^ 
.whinifi^ of thy Rabbies, who abound in facreii/a* 
^bles and divine romances. 

Who can perufe your celebrated Mifnah without 
'idifdain ? Of look into your more a|>plautied Tal- 
mud, and not feel him(etf touched with hojjfror at 
fthemonftrous Mafphemies -and ridiculous for^erief 
therein contained ? Doft thou not laugh at the itory 
^f God's pickling up the Leviathan, tiU the (Jays 
^f the Meffiah ; and that other of the bull wljich 
'daily devours the fodder of a thoufand mountain? ? 
Or, Wilt rfiou {hew me the neft of that bird, £tom 
vhence,^ the Talmud fays, an egg, falling on th«r 
dearth, threw down three thoufand tall cedars withi 
its weighty and, at length breaking, overflowed fix- 

vill^get with the liquid fubilance included in the 
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Such as thefe muft needs be fit themes for t%9 
contemplations of the Omnipotent ! And yet your 
Rabbles teach that God ftudies nine hours in thq 
<iay in the Talmud, Can any man of common pie- 
ty hear thefe blafphemies and not tremble f What 
affronts are thefe tp human fenfe ; what impofkion 
on the reafon of the credulous Jews ? Does the moft 
perfedl oT all beings acquire knowledge by degrees^ 
•or is the eternal intelledt improved by reading of 
books ? Or, if it was fo, Would he not make a bet- 
ter choice than of a volume, which, in the incredi- 
ble ftories it relates, exceeds all the figments -of 
poets. 

Tell me, Nathan, Canft thou fWallow that loud 
lye of the Talmud which tells thee that there was a 
lion, who, when he roared at tbediilance of four 
hundred miles from Rome, all the women that were 
with child in that city, being affrighted at theiAoife, 
mifcarried, and the walls of Rome' fell down ? Atid^ 
when he drew nearer by an hundred miks, fae-fet 
tip his throat again, which made fo- terrible a fofUid 
that all the Romans teeth fell out of their heads, zttd 
the Emperor himfelf felt fuch cdnvulfions as had 
almofl cofl him his life. 

Surely the crow, which the Talmud fpeaks of, 
in anotner place, was but a puny to this mcmftrous 
lion ; and yet, it feems, that crow had fwallowed a 
ferpent that had eaten a frog as biff as a village of 
threefcore houfes, and, when he had done, flew in- 
to the next tree, I fuppofe that was the tree which 
^rew in Paradife, and was five hundred miles high, 
according to the Talmud. Have I not reafon for 
this raillery, when one of your Rabbies folemnly 
fwears, that he was an eye-witnefs of thefe things f 
Who can forbear to ridicule the bigotry of thofe who 
give up their faith to fuch delufions ? 

Thou wilt mfeet with more rational entertainment 
in the boiks of the Muflulman Doctors, moree^r 
cially in that tranfc^ipt thou hafl of the volurftc ftrft 
4i(aated in heaven* ' That coniirras the true law of 

Mofes, 
5 
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kfoies, but damns the impoftures of die Talmud^ 
-attributing the Invention of fuch errors to the devil. 

But thou wilt afk me, perhaps, what I mean by 
the true law of Mofcs ; mall I tell thee the opinioh. 
of one of thy own nation, a Hebrew of the He- 
brews, as he pretends, and, for aught I. know, of 
die fame tribe with thyfelf : For I am a ftranger to 
the genealogies of you both. 

Some years ago, here was in this city a man, who,, 
if we may believe him, has been in all the cities of' 
the worla. The French call him ' The wand-^ring 

* Jew i' and he confirmed that title by the profeffion,- 
he made of his birth, defcent„ and univerfal tra- 
vels. No dojibt but thpu h^ft heaijd of this man, or 
at leaft of fuch a charader ; and therefore I need not 

Xt what he faid of hinufdf, ^d what the gene- 
/ of mankind believe of him.. Suffice it to tell 
tHee'that I was oacejitthis company half a day to- 
jetber,. whea^ anu»ne other diicourfes, he told me, 
tJmt thfi Uue law of Mofts.has been loft fqr above 
thefe two. tiioufand' years, except in the Nqrth parts. 
*f Aiiai where there are an innnite number of He- 
bnews^.butfar different in their religion from all tbQ 
Jews in the reft of the world.. He lays the countiy 
wbere they inhabit is invironed round with high 
and inacceflible mountains. I aflced him the ex^ 
geographical iituation of this country, but received 
no other anfwer, than that it lay beyond the rivec 
Sabbation. Then I rememberea what I had read 
HI Efdras, a Scribe of thy nation, concerning the 
tranfmigration of the ten tribes, who were carried 
away captive by the Affyrians : How they pafled 
tiirough a certain river on dry ground, the waters 
being divided to the right hand and to the left ; and 
tliat, after the fame manne^, they ihould return again^ 
in the latter days ; but that,, in the mean time, the 
region where they live was hidden from all othec 
mortals^ 

* Comparing this paiTage with what I had heard 
from the wandering Jew, I became almoft perfuaded 
t]»atthe (icople and country of which he fpoke were 

K.3 the:. 



1^8 letVi?rs Writ »r 

the very fame meiitioned by Efdras. God djily cait 
difcern the truth from^rror^m hiflorie&of fo remojtc^ 
and ancient a fubied. 

As to their religions^ I wa« going to give thec^ft ] 
account of what ne laid concerning it, but am in- ; 
terrupted by companyv l^herefore I am forced to' 
¥reak off abruptly. Exp^Q: a ftill r^ion in inyi 
n^xt. laminhafte. 

Pais, 4thof tht ift Moon, - 
•fibeYeari666« ^ ^ i 



TH E interruption, which mack n^cj R fudAchJi^ 
conclude my dtKier letter, lajted not'lojfjg^j/fo' 
that I have time enough to jJerforb^' my prbAiuc^'bjf 
the fame.. ; * " . , " -.*r * ' \, 

;J was about to relate ^bat the wan^erihg J^w tplct, 
me of the religion of thbfe riemole Hebre:w& ijjii A^a^ 
which take as vfollows : . , . \ V , .'' * 

I He fays they are a nation of Phjlpfopl^eris, "boUiKf 
by their laws to ft6dy the liberal; ^rts*and ,&ien<^es'*. 
l^hey have none .but iron money ciir^ent Smong 
them ; the ufe of gold and filver corns being exprelly: 
forbidden by their laws, to prevent the temtotat;iofL 
of avarice and theft : For who would ftdal or co-; 
vet a metal, which, for its bulk, was not eafy to bef 
hid, nor for its beauty very defirable, being evefy-^ 
where common in the veins of the earth, anjJ {Qtvtil 
only as a method of barter and commerce amohg^ 
themfejves, where the inecuality of merchandffe^ 
intangled their traffick, ana would not admit of '^^ 
ready exchange. , ; *^ 

This took from, them the oceafioh of jrianyiin- 
xiccefTary arts at home, and they had no tetnprafuKi^ 
to travel abroad ; the chief defign of* their Ld\^|;iveiJ' 
^eing to oblige ihem to fpend moft of their tilhc^lJo? 

rdi* 
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refigioiis and philofophical cxercif^s, and the reft i» 
pneparing tiecelTaries for human fuftenance. They 
haci no need to buy any thing of foreign countries^ 
or. Rebuild fhips tor that end, who were bound to 
livp content with the natural product of their own 
fcifi^k country : For luxury lias not as yet fet foot- 
ing jh. that happy region >. if we may believe this tra- . 
v«Uer. He fays they feed altoge her on the fruits 
of the earth, not admitting any art or employment 
which tends to fuperfluity,. but only .fuch as fervc 
the neceffary ufes of life, wherein tney ihew an ad- 
mirable dexterity and (kilL 

\¥hene ! ig y travci from one town to another, 
which is very frequei^t,; thc^y nevtr carry any thing- 
«o defray their cliarges-by the way, or When tney ar- 
rive at their journey's end ; AM entertainment of , 
this nature being free and reciprocal. Such is the 
€ufton>.of the country. . 

* They^ have no J^awyfers* amohg them, but, if atty 
coijttehtionanft, jt is pfefently determined by the 
a/bieration of the'iiext neighbour, to wHofe fentcjice* 
ajl fubmit: ^yery man being willing to lofe fofne-- 
thifig.of his. right, rather than difturb the- publict 
amity and peace*. 

As to the manner of their v/orfhip, they are flrifb 
ob'fervers of purity in wafhing, anointing, and' 
Ihav.ing their bodies. 

They have temples alfo, where they, aflemble eve- 
ry feventh day ; and, having offered up the firft— 
fruits of the earth, they fit down in the courts, 
and' banquet together with joy, whilft the Pricfts*' 
entertain them with excellent mufick and fongs in 
praife of God and his works. To this end the 
courts of their temples are made very large, that they 
may contain fo many diftinft families j and ftately 
pavilions are fet up, adorned with the bouehs o£ 
green trees, with. all manner of flowers careleily in- 
termi;ced* But, amidft all their feaiHng, they are 
no^ permitted to tafte of flefh : They eat only the 
miits of the eartJi,.with milk, honey, and oil. And' 
weicgonunon drink is water and wine. 

: r -'' ■ ' k:4 Ajt 
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At the age of fixteen years,- every man is bound 
to take the following oath : 

* I SwEAU that I will adore but one God, who 

* brought our fi^thers out of Egypt, and has coftdu^* 

* ed us by a myfterious path to this land of Promife. 
' I will religioufly ferve him all my life, for th^t he 

* has vouchlafed to plant mein the family of his cle^'y 
^ and notii\cithcrof the two tribes who were left be- 
' hind in the Land of Delufions. I will dojuftly to 

* all men, neither will voluntarily hurt or kill any 

* living creature, unlefs it be in my own defeoce. 

* I will not tafte of the flcfli of any animal, i>ut in 

* all things obfervc the abftinence commanded by 

* Allah to Mofes on the mount. I will religioufly 

* obey my Prince, to my laft breath 5^ and rather be 
' torn to pieces by wild beafts, than betray him, or 

* confent to betray him to another : For he is the 

* Viceroy of God. I will never conceal my know- 

* ledge of any confpiracy againfthim,or my country 5 

* neither will I difcover his fecrets to any, if it 

* ihould ever be my honour to know them. I will 
' obferve the tradition of my fathers, and teach the 

* fame and no other to my pofterity. In fine, I will 
'• in all things obey the laws of this facred kingdom, 

* this region of peace, this garden of blifs. All this 

* I folemnly fwear by the hrft Father of light, and 

* by Nothing, the profound womb of darknefs ; and 

* by Silence the companion of that Death which no 
' created being can fathom ; which is the fam© as if 

* I fhould wifli myfelf annihilated, if I violate this 

* oath in the lead point.' 

. ^ Thefe are all the terms of the oath, that I can dif- 
tindtly remember, which I here infcrt, to (hew thee 
what opinion thefe people have of the law which was 
given to Mofes on the mount ; and they rejeft the 
two tribes that were left in Paleftine, and efteemei 
if that country, but as the Land of Delufions, as 

counting 
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CTounting their own country the region, of promifes^ 
and themfelves the ele6^ of God. 

One would think fhat thefe were the pofterity of 
€he ten tribes that wdre carried away captive by Sal- 
manafar King of Aflyria. And this was alio the. 
opinion of that wanderer, who told me, that both- 
^heir Pentateuch was different from yours, and .the 
Iw^uaffe wherein, it was written. For hz faid it- 
-was rather a dialed of Arabick, in which language 
thou knoweft God wrote the ten commandments on 
the two tables : Among which one is, Thou fhalt 
not kill. This prohibition, they fay, extends to all 
living creatures, thought your Doftors interpret is as 
only reaching to men, and fo do the Chrilliansv 
But the Muliiilmans interpret it thus. Thou (halt 
iaeither kill man nor beaft without rtafcn. By which 
ciaufe, the beafts are privileged from the wanton 
eruelty of men, who otherv/ife would murther them 
only to make fport ; yet wicked men are not exemp- 
ted from a violent death, as a punifhment of their 
crimes. 

This traveller fays alfo, that the people of that 
trountry are fo healthy,* that they generally live till 
- they are a hundred and twenty years old, which is 
almoft twice the age of any other moitals. T'his he 
afcribes to their exquifite temperance and modera- 
tion in all things, as alfo to the drynefs of the foil, 
and to the force of certain winds, which continually 
fweep the air of this delegable region, and purge it 
of all hurtful qualities. 

If it ever be thy fortune to fee this perfon, he will 
acquaint thee with a great many more delightful 
paiiages, which it would be too tedious for me to in- 
fert in a letter ; befides, my memory is treacherous, 
' and I often forget thofe thmgs, at one time, which 
* I remember at another : But, if thou art foil icitous 
to hear more, I will obllce thee with all that I can 
.call to mind of this traveller, in another letter. 

In the mean time make a right ufe of thefe hint§, 
and weigh one thing with another, examine a?} 
Ihiiigs without prejudice or partiality. Truft nb^ 
. - '- K 5 , man^s 
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man's rcafon but thy owh in matters of a difputabfe 
nature, fince thou haft as much right to decide the 
controvcrfy as any man. And thus thou wilt never 
become a bankrupt in religion*. / 

Fari«, 4th of <lie f il MooDy 
of the Year 1666. 



LETTER V* 

To Mohammed Hadgi, Dcrvife, Ereaiiite 
of Mount Uriel in Aftbia the Happy. ' ^ 

/.' 

AS I think this is the laft of my hours in thi» 
world, and the firft of a new life, which I 
fhall commence in immortality: I perceive, that the 
fatal period, the moment of tranfmigration, fet by;" 
deftiny, is approaching. ^ The pi^iis of my Wood is 
diffolving apace ; my ^irit haftens to get loofe fi-orti 
thefc mortal chains: I feel my; fom trying and 
iketching her wings, preparing to take her eterrtai 
flight to the region afligned her by God and nature. 

1 have not prefumption enough to hope for Para- 
dife, nor am I fo abandoned to defpair, as to con- 
clude I fliall go to hell. I rather believe Aaraf, or 
the Place of rrifons, will be my portion, in regard 
I fear the evils whici^ 1 have been guilty of are not 
over-balanced by my good anions. It is well Jf 
virtue has counterpoifS vice in the courfe of this 
mortal life. However, I am refigned, and commit 
myfelf to the indulgent Creator of all things, who 
will not fail to difpofe of me according to tne order 
Vrhich he has eftabliflied in the univerie. 

Methinks, lyere I even in hell, I could not for- 
bear praifing that fountain of all things. I Wciuld 
teach the. devils and damned a newleflbn of patience ' 
and contentednefs, of humility and deyotibii,; of 
generofity and love,amidft their tremendous tbr- 
flients, I would furvey ^ith an indifference becdm^ 

ing 



ij»g a True Believer, the horrid, ^yfs, witl^ all its 
dreadful vaults and apartments. I ,wouId coniidep. 
the wonderful architecture of thofe infernal prifonsj 
mexpugpable ftrengthof the walls; their prodigious 
tliicknefs and unmoveable* faftnefe ; I would con- 
template every thing with the reafon ©f a Philoip* 
))her, and the piety of a JVIufTuIman, not giving my- 
ielf up to the pafHons of a fool and an Iniidel. 

^11 this J . uxui»ne-w6re eafy ta perfbrm^ 4n thofe 
fatal caverns, and much more ; but God knows how 
the experiment of fuch an intolerable anguiih and 
reftraint might alter a man's mind. 
> However, I find it medicinal to think of the laft 
and ^vprft iliings, to be always prepared for d^ath, 
and whatfoever uiall follow it : For furpri fes aie 
^pt.to unman u^, and plunder us of our reafon. I 
wa3 in the heighlh of a violent {^v&r^. when I began 
this letter ; yet now it is abated, and I palpably 
feel the gentle return of health and life. This is 
owing,, in my judgment, to the real belief I had, 
tlj^t my laft hour was come, whi h I have fo long 
expect'led. And I could almoft perfuade myfclf that 
I mail difperfe athoufand maladies, recover out oF 
the moftdaiiorerous43aroxyfms, and prolong my days, 
to old-age,' by the mere force of thefe contempla- 
tions. 

MyTarth on this paint is grounded on experience : 
For X have often found, that to be aimed againft 
calamities with an even mind is either afure way 
to avoid them, or at leaft to protra(5t the feafon of 
their arrival. And if there were nothing elfe in it, 
.but the rendering them more eafy when they come, 
it were worth any man's pains to try the experiment. 
Doubtlefs there is no terror in death, but what the 
vain opinion of men creates. It is as pkafant for a 
thinking man to die as to live, if it be only for this 
reafon, . that, in his paffage from the life he had letf 
befbrcj^ , he fli^ . not have bai-e naked ideas for his 
,c6ntemplation^,'bvit matter .of • faS, . and the uiolt 
iinportaht, that ever employed the fouls of men. 
. . • ; >6 .. • ,0V 
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Oh admirable Sylvarf ! Confider with tbyfeJ/, 
whether it will not be highly grateful to thy Ian- 
guifliin^ foul, when thou malt perceive demonftra- 
tively, by the infallible enthymema's of the trem- 
bling pulfe, that thou art juft ready to be releafecl 
from the deceitful fophiftry of human life ! That: 
thou art near efcapmg from a narrow cage^ to be 
upon the wing at large, to fly into the ample fields 
of beauty, light, and cndlefs happinefs : Refle£t alfa 
at the fame time, O holy Eremite, that I fliould 
think it no pain to be freed from my confinemenc 
to a ftinking neft of Infidels. 

But why Ihould I give them that reproachful 
cpithef, when, for aught I know, I am a greater 
Infidel myfelf ? It is true, indeed, I am of the 
lineage of Ibrahim, Ifmael, and the holy race ; I 
bear m my body the feals of a divine league or co- 
venant between God and man. I was circumcifed in 
due time, and gave fupreme glory to one God, and 
honour to Mahomet, his melTengcr. I pronounced 
the feven myfteri^us vwrds, whofe found excites the 
harmony of the fpheres, fets the angels a dancing, 
puts all nature into motion, and makes the devil as 
deaf as a beetle. Nay, as our holy doftors teach, 
the very breath with which that facred confeffion is 
uttered, blows the afhes of hell into the eyes of the 
damned, and ftdkes them blind. In a word, I 
have fafted, prayed, given alms, and performed all 
the external duties of a True Bdiever; yet I have 
' reafon to fear, tha^ the beft of my pious aftions are 
not fufficient to cancel my fins. My practice runs 
counter to my faith ; there feems to oe a double fpi- 
rit in me, one inclining me to good, and the other 
forcing me to evil. For, whilit I really 'in my heart 
believe the Alcoran, and obey Mahomet, our holy 
Lawgiver, I am compelled to deny both, to profefs 
the life and manners of a Nazarene, to counterfeit 
an Infidel, and do a thoufand other ill things, to 
pleafe the Grand Signior trnd hk flaves. Thus I 
play faft and loofe with God Almighty, and Hira 
idigi^n into crofs purpofes. Yet Heaven knows, 

that 
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tkat I obteft all the elements to witnefs, that I wouli 
fein be innocent, and live in unblemiflied virtue ;. 
But the fatal neceffities I lie under conftrain me to 
a perpetual courfe of vice. Which makes me fome- 
times cry out in the agonies of my foul, O God f 
I pray thee either to alter tny circumftances, and re- 
form mry nature, or make new laws more eafy to be 
* kept. 

Venerable and patient folitary, bear with my im- 
portant complaints,* and remember, that, though thou 
art as an angel for thy perfeftions, yet Mahmut is 
but a man, fubjedl to a thoufand frailties. Pity 
him, and continue to afford him thy fage counfel ; 
reft alfo affured, that, among all his infirmities, he 
ftill retains inviolable affeflion and a dutiful regard 
to the tenets of God's Prophet, 

Parisy .2 2d of the id Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 



LETTER VL 

To the Kaimacham. 

THOU maycfl report it to the Divan for ft 
certainty, that Miramipud, the fon of the 
Xeriph at Sallce; is taken prifdner by the French. 
That bold youth has long roved the feas uncontroul- 
ed ; has done many injuries to the Chriflians, and 
filled Sallee with flaves : Now he himfelf is become 
a captive. Such is the fortune of war by fea and 
land 5 to-day triumphant and vidorious, to-morjrow 
yanquifhed and in chains. 

Yet he lofl not his honour with his liberty, hi" 
vine bravely defended his vefTel, and ftrewed the 
decks with flaughtered French ; 'till, overpowered 
with numbers, he wa*s compelled to yield. His 
eneniies extol his courage, and the greatnefs of hi^ 
vnndy wbich'would not fink under the prefTore of 

this 
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this misfortune. He feemed to have the cotxnnand 
of himfeif (which is the moft glorious, vidlory) antf 
fufFered not his free-born (bul tp be led captive by^^ 
his paffions i but behaved himfeif with fuch an even 
tempex: as placed |iini above the picy of his ei^emies, . 
and rather made him the fubieftof their emulation J 
He is brought to the court, where he is enfe^^tainedN 
a? a gueft, rather than as a prifoner : Bein^ invitid 
to their banquets, maflcs, plays, and other diyirr, 
iions. Neither is he debarred the privilege ot 
hunting, which might give him the faireft oppor^^ 
tunity to efcape. But he is ignorant of the langMagc 
of this country j and few ot the French underftaiicl 
Morifco : So that it is almoft impoflible for biqi ito 
make a party* or con fill this .flight, unlefsthd iting s' 
interpreter mould affift him. Befides, the French- 
have a higher opinion'of his gencrofity, than to ap- 
prehend Sich an ungrateful return of the royal uiage: 
fee finds in this court. 

As for Mahmut, he has not yet made himielf. 
known to this brave captive. But,'if the MinTfters^ 
of the Divan fliould think it the intereft or honour 
of the Sublime Porte to engage in this affair, I yrjlijt 
but a commifiion to fet Mirammud fafe afhore in: 
Africa. 

I will not hazard any thing in an affair of this im-> 
portance, without an. order from my. fuperiors* 
When their pleafure is once known, the execution 
fliall be fwift. I wait for thy commands, as fop^ 
decree of deftiny, which cannot be repealed. 

The God of our fathers,, who multiplied the feed 
of Iflimael as the grafs of the field, and gave theo^ 
the fovereignty over many nations,, grant, that 
the Sublime Porte, which is the nurfery qfthe falJj- 
ful, may always take fuch meafures as flialladvance 
the intereft of the Muffulman empire. 



P?m, f4th of the ^d Moon, 
of tbe Year 1666 • 



liEjT. 
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' Ta Hamcl Mulad4m, Xeriph of Sallee. 

/nf*^'H Y foa IS no longer a captive, but a con-* 

X queror : His firft appearance before the Ladies 

iof tHis court was an equivalent to his ranfom. He 

id like* to do thee greater fervice by his chains, than 

when he ranged tfie feas. His beauty may do more 

mifchiefin trance, than all thy ih'ips of war*; fince 

it ,hath aliready created fuch rivalfliips and fadion* 

aln^ongj the fair fex as engage the !• rench gallants 

.ofi tn^iW unhappy rencounters J and in a little time 

-it wll be difficult for the interefted fparks to m^et 

and part with unflieathed fwords. Libels and pa- 

negyricks divide the ftudies of the wits j while one 

flatters, the other lampoons the amorous females ; 

and Mirammud, the illuftrious flave, is all the talk. 

.In a' word, be finds royal ufage; having the liberty 

of the court ; and all are pleafed with his graceful 

•deportment and undifguifed converfatron. Every 

one affedts his company, an<i he has the fate of 

. Princes, never to be alone. His (kill in riding and 

, throwing the lance has inflamed the noble youth 

with martial emulation. They efteemed Miram- 

mni the moft accompliihed perlon of this age. 

Carift thou now repine at thy fon's glorious 
thraldom ? A captivity that loads him with fo 
many honours ? That lays his conquerors at his 
feet, and fubducs ^11 hearts to his matchlefs perfec- 
. tions ? His followers find friendfhip among the In- 
fidels for his fake ; It were to be wifhed, that equal 
humanity werefhewed to the Chriftian flaves in Bar- 
bary. I tell thee thy fon is fo admired an^ loved, 
that all thy treafure cannot redeem him. The 
French are generous, and fcorn to fell the brave for 
gold,. They will fooner give thee thy fon again, 
e?epieAing from his gratitude a recom pence furp^ng 
the vdue of money 3 that is, an iBviolable obfeFving 
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the conditions of peace, which, they fay, thou haft 
fo often broken. Thy Ambafladors arc expected- 
here, to confummatQ alafiing friendfbip. When that 
is done, thou wilt quickly fee thy fon return^ at- 
tended by a numerous train dfrrcnch wha nave 
vowed to follow his fortune through the world, fa 
long as he draws not bis fcymetar againft thfir 
King. • * 

I have difpatched an account of this adventure to 
the Kaimacham, that fo the Sublime Porte, which 
^ives the law to all the Kings of earth, may inoeveft 
itfelf on thy behalf. The French feem to have s( 
profound attaKrhment to the Ottemait Empire*: 
Whether it proceeds not more from fear, and theprtiv- 
ciples of policy, than from any real Tevc to theMuf^ 
fulmans, 1 will not determiner They f^eak revc- 
jently of the Grand Signior, covet his friendflitf»^ 
and applaud the vidliorious enterprifes of the True 
Believers. Indeed, they are naturally a martial 
people, and honour all men of brave fpiritsand da- 
ring refolutions. They have this particular reafon 
alfo to bear friendfiiipto the invincible Ofinans, b©- 
caufe we are almoft continually in wars with the 
houfeof Auftria, the old enemy of France* The Ger- 
mans are wont to fay, that the dragon's head and 
tail are in conjundion, when the Turks and French 
invade their empire at the fame time. Thefe are 
numbered amongft the conftellations by aftrologers, 
to which the Germans allude in this pro\^erb j l^ing 
ever jealous of fome private treaty between the Sul- 
tan and the French court. 

God, who is the wifeft of the wifeft, inftni£k thee 
to adjuft thy difference happily with this noble na- 
tion, that fo thou mayeft lee tny fon again in peace 
at Sallee. 



Paris, 14th of the jd Mooa^ 
•f ttc Year t666. 



LET- ^ 
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LETTER VIIL 

To Pefteli Hali, his Brother^ Matter of the 
Cuftoms at Conftantinople. 

UP O N my word, thy letter came in a critical 
hour, to prevent, for aught I know, moref 
mifekiefvthan could have been repaired again all the 
days- of my. life, . I have but juft taken my eyes off 
frocn. it,, and fet pen to paper, to exprefs my thanka 
to thee for the care thou takeft of thy exiled brother; 
.for ^hc poft.goes this niglu, sfnd I have appointed ta 
meet Kliachitu the Jew with fome Armenians with-* 
ia^^efe few 'mintttes. It had been an unfortunate 
meetipg for me, had not thy difpatch come ifo op- 
portunely to give me warning of our Coufin Soly- 
'man*s- perfidy : Forthefe furred caps are hrs fpic* 
and confidants. The back blows ot Tagot, Niged-fc 
her, a^id the great Devil, be upon him and them. 
What have I done to that ungrateful villain, to me- 
rit fuc.h ill offices from him ? But upon thee be the 
- mercies of God, the favour^ of his Prophet, and the 
benedi<ftionsof all-good men and angels : For thou 
' art to me as one of the watches above, more thai% 
a brother : Thou art the tutelar guide of my life, 
my good Daemon in time of danger. 
* We had defigned this evening for a private ban- ' 
quet of wine, which, thou knoweft, dilates the 
hearts of mortals, unlocks fecrets, and makes the 
moft refervcd man in the world too talkative and 
open.. 

I keep as great a guard upon my tongge, perhaps, 
as aiVQther j but God knows how far 1 might have 
been tempted by fuch good company to let it loofe 
for the fake of difcourfe : For thefe fellows are foft 
as the air in their addrefs and converfation ;they ap- 
pear as innocent as Snntoncs, fincere Hadgi's, loy- 
al and courtly as the pages of the Seraglio. They 

- * WOI^O 
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would wheedle ninety-nine of Argus'^ eyes out o^ 
his head AicceiEvely^ befpre he miifed one, ^ / ^ 

They came firft to Paris as merchants ; and no' ^ 
doubt but Solyman had given them inftrudionslioSv*^^ 
to infinuate mto Eliacbim's acquaintance, and fb' 
by degrees into mine. For that honeft Jew trades 
with people of all nations 'and charaders* 

However it be, I remember the very word^ whi^'* 
thou infcrtedft in thy letter were fpoken by me in 
company with thefe Infidels. But I (hall find a wayv 
to be even with them, and Solyman tqo, before. 
they will dream of it. 

In themean time, I pray heartily that, ifever itflialL 
be thy misfortune to be in the like perils deftiny or 
chance, providence or fate, may raiie fome friend tb 

give thee a caution, and that thou mayefl not,, lyitfab^ 
le unhappy Caefar> neglefl to read it in time. 
I am now going to encounter thefe giafcrsj per- 
haps I ihall catch them in their own. ihares«. if not^^ 
I will fecure they fliall not catch me*, , . .. ^ 

Dear Pefleli, may thy foul repofc und^r the 'gi:Q>?- 
te£lionofGod. 

IVvis, 1 ft of the 5th. ModO), 
pf the Y«ari^d^. 



LETTER IX. 
To Dgnet Oglou. . 

TO whom fhould I complain in my adverfity^ 
but to my friend ? I have been more eriibar-, 
FtiTed within thefe two moons ^an. through all the. 
former cqurfe of my life. Troubles of div^ers Jcinds, 
throng in upon upon me. I fctm like a^^hMtt of: 
mark, whereat every fpecies of misfb^uhe,.lfice a' 
fkilful archer, directs ^e fatal arrows of'its msiUce... 
I am, near overwhelmed with calamities. .Hca,v€^.^ 
and earth are fet againft me^ aadiall. the €;lej[j»ept«/ 
cmfpire, my ruin,. X^t nQ.pcrfccution agpej^rs fijj 
:, . ... temhic: 
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terrible as that of man, nor anV aiBidlion fb poig- 
nant as that which prbceeds^ fEOm the ingratitude- 
and perfidy of my own countrymen, perfons related 
to me by blood. 

Age and much ficknefs have confined nje to mys 
bed Tor a confiderable time, which is no fmall alloy» 
tQ^uman bappinefs. But, to render me perfeflly miw 
fe^able, thelvlinifters of the' Porte are angry with me- 
for being old and infiijm, and for not continuing ta 
fe^Ve the Grand Sigriior with the fahae vigour and 
ttrerigth is formerly : Elfe what mean the frequent 
rro caches they fendjne, whilft I am not in a con- 
dition to anfwer them, or make an apology for my- 
fejf ? ^ Would' they have me immortal, and proof 
sigaihft'the (irokes of deftiny and death^ which d^oi^ 
khbweft 4re unavoidable r When I was in myr 
prirne, healthy and ftrong as an eagle, they encou* 
raged tsut with the faireft promifcs in the world, tel- 
ling tri^ I ihoUld never want for money, or the pro- 
te<£on of the Grand Signior. Yet, even then, I 
re&iVed hbf my penfion without murmurs and ob- 
fcure menaces. So hard a thing it is^ for Courtier* 
to be touched with any man's neceffitfes. But no^ 
they threaten openly to ftop all farther fupplies, un- 
iefs I grow young again, and do bufinefs as briikly 
as^when I bad reckoned but thirty fummers; Thu» 
they ferve poor.M^hmut, as we uie oranges and le- 
mons, whofe vital fpirlt, when we have lucked outj^ 
we throw the reft away as unprofitable. Yet not 
one of them will contribute in the leaft to my reco- 
very. Only the generous Cara Hali, our beloved 
friend, hearing ormy malady, fent me a ftrange 
chymixral Jiquor, with the celebrated confection £l 
Razi, fome bezoar, and the moft precious balm of 
Gil^ ; all prepared to my hand with diredlions^^ 
ahd lesiled With an authentick fignet, 

ThefcJrbtTced had a marvellous operation on me, 
I fried thqn but yefterday, and find myfelf fuddenly 
Itlftdi-etf to fome'degrees of health as oy a miracle. 
W%^hcr it be the vaft efteem I have for thatexcel- 
tent ptoyficiaa» with the confidence I rcpofc In his" 
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(kill and judgment, has bad Come influence on txat^ 
or what elfe I know not ; (yet we ufed to obfejn^ 
that . the patient's good opinion of his phyiician im 
half a cure) : However, thofe fovereign medicini^ 
have infpired me with a new energy : And, had I not 
other affiidiions to break my heart, I could almoil} 
promife myfelf to reach the age of Neftor. But my? 
unfortunate ftars will have it otherwife, and 1 amr 
lefigned to deftiny. > 

Thou knoweft my coufin Solyman, the turbant-* 
makers and art no ftranger to his humours and for- 
tune ; what an unfettled man he has been in tha 
whole courfe of his life; that no employment could 
0ver pleafe him, nor he be long fixed in any place- 
How he has rambled from Conftantinople to Scu^ 
tori, from thence to Chalcedon, Uc, always mur-% 
muring againft Heaven,, and complaining of hi& hard 
fate, i^n that he was not bred a courtier, a ftudent^ 
a fbldier, or any thing but what he really is. Thou 
art acquainted alfo with fome of his religious^caprv* 
ces, how he is addided to doing the book, meking 
tiie triple knot^ and to athouiand other fooliOi (w* 
perftitions > by which, whrlft he afpires at the ch2»« 
rzHcr of a fage, or a cunning man, he rendeans hita^ 
lelf more contemptible than an idiot, forfeiting the 
efteem of all wife and good men, for the take of a 
little fame, and noify chara^r among the eoipty^ 
giddy multitude. 

But, after all, I believe thou art wholly a ftranger 
to his fecret malice, and the rancour withi which he 
perfecuted me, his poor exiled uncle. I myfelf \ya« 
deceived by-the fubtle apology he made fome years, 
ago, for the flander his tongue had uttered 5 when he 
transferred all the guilt o? that injury on Shaihim 
Jiham, the black eunuch; and Ichingi Cap Oglani, 
matter of the pages. But now I am convinced h« 
is a traitor, a villain, and a fellow void o( faith and. 
tonefty.^ ,, 

: I received a fetter from him within thcfe feven> 
days, full of tender and infinuating expreffionsi. 
thanking me for all the ^ood €^<ce5 I .bad dpne bim, 

and 
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mtid 'for my feafonable counfel in feveral cafes : Pro- 
f&Siiic alfo at the fame time an inviolable friendfliip, 
Jind diat he would make it his ftudy to do me fome 
eSEcAxxal fervicc. Yet the next poft brought me a 
diijpatch from my brother Pefteli Hali, wherein he 
^tdar me beware of Solyman ; afluring me, that he 
had good reafon to fufpet^ that coufm of mine had 
fome* ill defijgn upon me. This is certain, fays my 
brother, Sohrman boafts of hrs famjliars, not with- 
out fome inlult, that there is not a word or aftion 
efcapcs his uncle Mahmut at Paris, but he is 
foon infdrmed of it at Conftantinople. And th^t 
•which confirms me in the fame jealoufy with Pefteli 
is, that he inferts in his letter to me fome paflages 
and difcourfes verbatim, which I muft needs own tp 
have been between me and Eliachim the Jew, with 
two or three Armenian merchants, at our moft pri- 
vate meetings at Eliachim's houfe, or my chamber, 
Thefe he learned from fome of Solyman's moft inti- 
mate companions. 

. What can I make of all this, but that thefe Ar- 
menians areof Solyman's council, his privado's, his 
chrone'es, &c. whom, having bufinefs of theirownat 
Paris, that perfidious wretch has engaged to pry in- 
to my fecrejts, to give him a conftant account of 
what difcoveries they make, and, if poffible, to tre- 
pan me into fome irrecoverable error in my conduft, 
that fo he may finally ruin mp. 

O Mahomet ! W hat is become of the reverence 
due to thy facred name, to thy law, and to the book 
penned in heaven ? Where is the MufFulman faith 
^nd intejgrity ? The religious fafttiefs of friendftiip, 
with which our fathers propped up one another in the 
fervice of God, and the empire of True Believers? 
But there is no need oi" exclaiming againft faith and 
piety on this account : Human nature itfelf is ref- 
ponlible for the bafencfs and ingratitude of my kinf- 
man. He.no longer deferves the character of a man* 
ladvife thee tofhun his company as a peft, a walk- 
ing cdntagion among mortals. 

In 
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In a wordy dear Dgnet, let not thou and I fifflrar 
^urfelves to be carried away by a vain pity or tendon- 
nefs for any man, though he be the fon of a mother'ls 
fifter, fince there as no truft in ilefh-and blood : ^uit 
let us learn the maxims of French wifdom^ which 
teich men to lay the foundation of their own hap- 
'pinefs in fmiling at the misfoctunes^f others. 

Paris, T4th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Years 666. 



LETTER X. 

To Hamet, Reis EfFcndi, Principal Secrctaiy 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

BESIDES the general chara£ler$ of countries, 
and the people inhabiting there, it is nec^iiary^ 
for thee to be informed of particular emergencies, 
■and fuch events as deferve a place in •the etenial re- . 
cords of the Ottoman monarchy, theiifth and laft 
in the world ; that fo the minillers of the auguft 
Divan, the deftined arbitrators of the univerfe, 
-judges of all human affairs, and counfellors of the 

freat Sultan, may in the facred cede, as in a mirror, 
ehold whatever happens in the diftant climates, 
worthy of remark. 

After the falutatidns, therefore, proceeding- from 
•profound humility, intire refpedl, and perfe<^ friend- 
ship, know, that a devouring peftilence has lately 
tnade a fatal decimation in the £ngH(h terr^ories, 
efpecially in London, the capital city todiat ifland, 
where above a hundred thoufand fouls, ftruck with 
invincible darts from God, went ofFthe^ftage of 
jiuman life, in lefs than a fix moon^ revoJutipn* 

The dire contagion by degrees fpreaij farther 

through the adjacent provinces, and reached themdfi: 

remote and folitary corners of thje land : Death il?t 

4iis ftandard up, proclaiming open war againft the 

inhabitants ^ 
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inhabitants ; with flying troops of mortal ;plagues. 

'^ tife ravaged over the Ifle, hiling all parts with doleful 

^ -cries and lamentations: The coemeteries were not 

**lJskrge enough to hoW the carcafes of fuch as fell be- 

^</dre the dreadful conqueror : But open fields were 

'turned to iepulchres, and crammed with fpoils of 

human race : An univerfal defolation reigned : 

Death celebrated cruel triumphs every-where. 

Such as pretend to aftrology and hidden fciences 
^vill have this to be an efFeS of thelate comet which 
Appeared at the end of the year 1664, whilft others 
Attribute it to nearer natural caufes ; and fome con- 
xilude it is a judgment fent from Heaven on that re- 
bellious people, who a few years before had involved 
^ the nation in a civil war, and barbaroufly mafTacred 
the King. God only knows the truth that is con- 
cealed from man. 

Thou mayeft regifter alfo, that the Qucen-md- 

-ther of France is newly dead, and the crook-backed 

Prince of Conti. On which account, this court 

IS now in mourning, and the churches hung with 

black,, which melanchoJy bells perpetually invite 

-the living to pray for the deceafed royal fouls ; and 

decp-bafied organ-pipes breathe out inceflant doleful 

. afpirations, founding like inarticulate prayers, and 

funeral fighs for the departed. In this tne Naza- 

, vrenes approach near to the faith of True Bdievers. 

They give alms alfo as we do, and fettle ftipends 

on certain priefts and dervifes, to. mumble over 

• daily mafles for the dead ; which is an evident fign, 
that they have hopes of immortality, and look for 
the refurredlion. Doubtlefs, there is fomething good 
at the bottom of all rdigions, though it be overlaid 
with errors and corruptions. 

God direftus through the meanders which hu- 

• man frailty involves us in, and grant every Mufful- 
man a particular chart and compafs wnereby to 
Heer hiscourfe through the uncertain tracks of mor- 
tal life, that he may at laft arrive in Paradife. For 
we fllould never nnd the way thither by general 

- Uluftrious 
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Illuftrious Hamet, I pray that thou and I may at 
a deftined hour encounter one another in the walks 
of Eden, tliere to converfe under immortal (hades, 
SI Tar to fome warbling ftream of matchlefs wine or 
water; to revolve our paft fatigues on^arth, an4 
to carefs ourfelves in the fecurity of endl^s blifs. - 

Parls» 1 5th of the 7th Moon, 
of ^thc Year i666. - 



LETTER XL 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna.. 

'Tp H O U and thy feigned Meffias be damned 
4 together for company ! Muft I be baulked 
ofmy money for the fake of your new fuperiliition? 
Jflow many Mefiias's have ye had, twenty-five at 
Icaft, befidcs the fon of Mary, who is acknowledged 
and blefled for ever? Muft all the world be bubbled 
to eternity by the fables of your nation ? Curfe up- 
on your Rabbi's and Cochams, thofe pimps to the 
more religious debaucheries of mortals. Nathan, 
I took thee for another fort of man. How- 
ever, if thou art a fworn fervant to Sabbati Sevi, 
the new fliam King of the Jews, I' have nothing 
to fay to it : Do as thou wilt. But I dare be a 

f>rophet fo far as to tell thee thou wilt be curfedly 
eft in the lurch, with the reft of the fools, thy 
bigotted brethren. Let what will be, it behoves 
thee, as an honeft man, to tranfmit the bills that 
are intrufted to thee. Whether Sabbati Scvi, Ben 
Jofeph, or Ben David, be die name of your ^x- 
pefted Meffias, I would not have Ben Saddi dege* 
nerate. Continue thou faithful, and the few others 
that are intrufted with the fublime affairs of the 
Porte : And let all the. reft of the common Jews 
go to Gehenna, or to the vale of Tophet, which 
you pleajfe. But I would fsiia have thee in 

the 
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tlie number of the righteous, who fliall poflefs 
paradifes. Some of thy letters h^ve encouraged mc 
to hope for this, but thy laft makes me almoft def- 
pair of feeing thee h^pv either in this world or the 
next : For thou writelt like one in a frenzy, .rav- 
ing on chimera's of ftrange honour, glory, and pow- 
er, which thou fhalt fhortly enjoy in the kingdom 
of thy fantaftick MeiEas ; thou art already a Prince 
in thy own conceit. . 

For God's fake, Nathan, wean thyfelf from thefe 
religious fondnefles : Awaken thyreafon, which is 
the dittinguifhing charafter of a man. Examine the 
grounds of this new delufion ; fearch into the birth 
«nd origin of Sabati Sevi, and thou wilt find hiitl 
to defcend of an obfcure and bafe parentage ; his fa- 
ther being but a. kind of mungrel Tew, and by pro- 
fefEon an ufurer, tvhich is forbidden by the written 
law^of Mofes, and in the great Alcoran it is ac- 
counted execrable : 'His mother, a woman of the 
Curds, fufpefted for a witch, in regard moft of 
that Infidel nation f)ra6i:ife magic arts and diaboli- 
cal charms. And it is not altogether improbable, 
-• that your counterfeit M eflias was educated privately 
by her in the fame ftudies,' whence he learned the 
methods of inchantments and illufions ; to deceive 
the fenfes, and impofe on the reafon of mankind. 

I can tell thee of a truth, that there are more eyes 
on him and his aftions, than he is aware of ; and I 
rayfelf at this «liftance have received a particular re- 
. lation of his life, from fuch as knew him a youth at 
Smy.ma, the place of his nativity. He is accufed of 
many vices and extravagancies during his early 
years. His converfation was \yild and diflblute, be- 
ing a noted inamorato or ftallion over all that city. 
For which, and forae other crimes, he was expelled 
the Synagogues ; and banifhed from Smyrna, by 
the mutual confent of the Muffulman Cadi and 
your own Rulers. He was alfo excommunicated by 
the Rabbi's as a Heretick, for broaching certain 
doftrincs repugnant to vour law, and the general 
faith of the Jews. All which cannot but be pre- 
Vol, VI. ' L vailing 
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vailing recommcnda Jolis of him to the ofEce of Mef* 
lias, or King of liisLeL 

From thence he ratpbled up and down the Morea 
and other provinces of Greece, leaving a memorial 
of infamy, wherever he fct his foot: Continually 
marrying and divoiKring of wives, debauching of 
virgins^ and frequenting the company of haiTots^ 
till thofe countries grew weary of him, and threat- 
ened to chaftife his wickednefs. Then he pafied over 
into Syria and Paleftine, beginning to fet up for a 
reformer of your law, and at JerufSem openly pro- 
fei&ng himfelf to be the Meffias -y whereby he drew-a 
rabble of lunaticks and frantick people after binu 
But, as for the Seniors and Governors, they have 
rejeded him as an impoilor, 

Confider, Nathan, the fate that befel Ben Co- 
chab, as he called hioifelf ^ that is, the fon of a 
ftar, who pretended to be the MelEas in the days of 
Adrian, Emperor of the Romans ; refledb on the 
•calamities which overwhelmed him and his follow- 
ers, to the number of four hundred thoufand Jews ^ 
who all fell, with their faife Prophet, facrihces tp 
the juft revenge and fury of that incenfed Monarch: 
For they had iityudcntly boalted, that, by fuch a pre- 
fixed time, beuiould be taken captive, and depofed 
from his throne by the MeiTias^ who^mould amime 
the Imperial ilignity, and all the world ihould obey 
him. But, when thofe who furvived the {laughter 
of their brethren refle£ied on the author of fo tra- 
gical a cataftrophe, they changed his name in con- 
tempt and hatred, calling him no longer BenCochab^ 
the ion of a ftar'j but BarCuziba, 3ie fon of a lye^ 
a falfe Prophet, and feducer of the brethren. 

Thou haft all the reafon in the world to have 
no better opinion of Sabbati Sevi, iince he is rejected 
by the wifer fort of Jews, and has not performed one 
miracle in confirmation of His pretended Meffias- 
fhip. Neither has any uncommon or preternatu- 
ral appearance happened before or fince ne afllimed 
<his dignity. Whereas, all your Rabbi's teach, 
that no lefs than ten emijient and remarkable prodi- 
5 ^ gi« 
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fi«s ftiall precede the comine; of your Meffia^k And 
remember, that thou thyfeiri about ten years ago, 
fenteft me a letter much to the fame efiFed:, telling 
tne, that certain monftrous forts of men (hould 
come from the end of the earth, whofe eyes fhall be 
as venomous as bafilifks ; with a great many other 
ftories of the like nature. 

Haft thou forgot this, Nathan, or art thou lb far 
infatuated with the bold impoftures of this impu- 
dent deceiver, as, for his feke, to denv thy former 
falth^ reverfe thy own fentitnents, ana difannul the 
traditions of thy Dorters ? For ftame, roufe up 
Ihy inteHecStual faculties, and fuffer not thy rcafon 
to be lulled dlep by the^preftigious umfbrages and 
charms of a lewd vagrant, a wizard^ a cheat. 

Have but patience, at letft, till thou fee thofe 
figns accomplifhed which are to uBicr in your Mrf- 
fias, before thou givcup thyfelf to fo dangerous a 
creduiity. Let t&e fun firft emit thofe peftilential 
vapours, which (haH kill amiHion of the Kophrim^ 
or Infidels, every day, as your traditions threaten. 
I^et that luminary be alfo totally eclinfed for the 
fpace of thirty days. In a word, let all the other 
prodigies eomc to ^afs, which thou thyfelf didft 
once fo paffionately believe : And then I promifc 
thee, on the word of a Muffulman, that I will be 
thy profelyte, and embrace tby law, and adore thy 
Meffias, on thccondition that otherwife thou wilt be 
Toy cc^nvert, believe the Alcoran, and obey the mef- 
fcnger of God? the Jatt and feal of the Prophets. 



I 

i Paris, tiihofdie 9th Moon, 

4af the Y«ar 1666. 
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LETTER XII. 

To the Kaimacham. 

T A M afraid the Divari will be obliged to fend 
X another Agent to Vienna, to fupply the place o^ 
Nathan Ben Saddi, who is running mad after the 
new Meflias of the Jews. There is no doubt but 
thou and the other happy Minifters, refiding at the 
auguftePort have heara of acertain impoftor at Smyr- 
na, by name Sabbati Sevi, of a Hebrew race, who 
calls himfelf ' The only begotten Son of God,' Mef- 
fias, and Redeemer of Ifrael : and what multitudes of 
dotrng, credulous Jews he draws after him. So that 
there is a fchifm broke out between them, and they 
are divided into two contrary fadiions, both in 
Smyrna, and all over the Levant. It is impoffible 
that thefe things fhould be concealed from the re- 
fplendent feat of Fame, fmce they have reached even 
our ears, who dwell at this diftance : Nay, there 
k hardly a province or city in all 'the Weft, which 
has not received intelligence of fo remarkable a 
novelty. 

I have received adifpatch from Zeidi Alamanziat 
Venice, wherein he informs me, that all the Jews 
of Italy are preparing to vifit the Holy Land, and to 
fee the face of their long expeded Meflias, who they 
now believe is really come on earth, ind is that Sab- 
bati Sevi at Smyrna. They are fettling their af- 
fairs as faft as they can, acquitting themlelves from 
all worldly engagements ; and thoie who are devout 
give themfelves up to prayer and mortifications ; 
whilft others fpend their time in feafting, dancing, 
and all manner of mirth. He fays fome of them 
will fit or ftand up to their nofe in water, for four 
and twenty hours together. And this they do in 
Hnitation of Adam's penance,. according to their tra- 
ditions : For they are taught, that the firft Father of 
mortals, after he wasbanimed.fromParadife,as apu- ' 
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nifliment for his iin, flood a hundred and thirty years 
together in water thus reaching up to his noftrils. 

Others of thefe fuperftitious people will fit naked 
many hours together on a heap of pifmircs, till they 
arc almoft ftung to death. A third fort dig their 
own graves, and, going down into them, caufe them- 
felves to be covered all over with earth, except only 
their faces ; and in this condition they will lie till 
they are almoft famiflied. 

In the mean while, they fend circular letters from 
all parts, congratulating each other's approaching 
happinefs and deliverance from the oppreffions of 
the Gentiles : For they fo term all that are riot of 
their own nation. And, in thefe mutual addrefles, 
they fail not to prophefy, that their Meflias fhall, 
in luch a moon, go to the great Tyrant. King of 
the Ifmaelites, the Lord of the children of Moab and 
Edom J (fo they blafphemc our glorious Sultan) 
that he fhall depofe him from his throne, and lead 
him away captive ; after which, he fhall have the 
dominions ot the whole earth laid at his feet. 

With fuch kind of wild fluff, do thefe deluded 

f)eople flatter one another and themfelves, as if in a, 
ittle time they were to be Lords of all things. So 
that no trading or commerce goes forward among 
them ; an univerfal flop is put to all bulinefs, it be- 
ing cfteemed an inexpiable fin to follow their trades, 
in the days of the Meilias, who is to inrich them with 
the wealth of all nations. 

Strange rumours are fpread abroad of the return 
of tlie ten tribes over the river Sabbation, who were 
carried away captive by Salmanaflar, King of Af- 
fyria^ and were never heard of fincc, till now they dif- 
courfe of their being incamped in thedefart of Mount 
Sinai, in their march to the Holy Land. It is re- 
ported alfo, that a mighty fleet of fhips were {ten at* 
fea, whofe fails were offattin, and their ftreamers. 
, bore the figure of a lion, with this infcription^ 
'The lion ot the tribe of Judah'. 

The Chriflians fcemed afloniflied at thefe things, 
yet fome look on them only as dreams. As for ho- 

L 3 neffc 



aaa LETTERS WRIT :&Y 

neft Eliachim here, he is no more moved a( theie- 
things than I f -only he laughs at the folly of t^e^ 
credulous world, ,and curfes the Jews, for bringing 
fttcb contempt on thcmfelves and their pofterity.. 
Bui Nathan is like one hag- ridden, or defiled by tbe 
lamise of the nigh;t. tie has loft all j:eafon»>and >t 
will be no lefs than a mijacle that mufi^reftofie it 
4gain. 

Ss^ Minifter, whilft thefe execrable people. thus> 
lo(c themfelves, for the fake of their counterfeit 
Meffias, let us continue to honour the true onr» 
even Jefus the fon of Mary, who is now in Paradifer 
amd ottr holy Prophet with him» . . 

Pari3, ftift cff the 9thMooDy ' .' , , \ 

of the Year »666. 



. LETTER XJIL 
ToMurit, Baffa. 

TH I S has been a confiderable year of adiioni 
and events. At the beginning of it I fent to 
the Porte an account of the death of the Queen-Mo- 
ther of France* arid of the Prince of Conti ; now I 
will farther inrorm thee of a war that is broke ouj 
between this crown and that of England. . The 
occafion of itwas this: The Englifli anJ the HbU 
landers, trafficking in America, had had fome mifun^ 
derftandings and feuds, about the limits of their fe^ 
vend conquefts in thofe remote parts of thp worl J. 
The Hollanders, being the ftrongeft, did many inju- 
ries to their neighbours the Engiifli, and domineer^ 
cd over them as their Lords^ The Englifh, refenting 
this very heinoufly, and grown weary of their op- 
, preffions, fent complaints to their King. He, to re* 
drefs his fubjeds, ordered his Re/ident at the Hague 
Id demand fatisfadion of the States. They refufcd . 
to do him that iufticej upon which he> was re- 



£c>l''ved- to have recourfe to hi^arms, and accordingly 

.lE>rocIaimed war againft Holland, ' makilig iail necel- 

IS-Skxy fH-eparations to carry it on. The iame did hii 

Swl vcrfaries. The FrencK King^ in the mean time^ 

-y^r^s obliged^ by a treaty with the HbHanders con- 

^rVuded in the year r662y to,efpoufe their quarrels ^ 

V^t,. that he might not break' with England rafhly, 

fee firft fent an Ambaffador tb that Court, to mediate 

^ a. peace. But, that ptoving ineiFeftual, he proclaim-^ 

' ^«' wiiir againft that nation, and commanded the 

^riglifli Ambaflador to depart his kingdom^ The 

I>uke of Beaufort, who is Admiral at fea, was or-r 

««tel-fe?d' to e«iuip a gallant fleet, and' ioin the Dutch 

iiavy^ which he performed with all hnaeinabtedi'^ 

ligen^e and expedition. Tjiere have oeen two 

combats between thefe enemies at lea, and in both 

the Dutch had the worft of it : Neither did the 

French efcape without fomelofs, having two of their 

freateft fhips feverely fhattered, and a third taken 
y the Engiyh. ^ 

The plague {till rages in England, and has al« 

snoft depopulated^wh^ie provinces. Whtlft a milder 

death has robbed France of'one of hergreateft he- 

roes> the Count d'Harcourt, of whoml haveof- 

i leil made jwintion, is gone to celebrate the triumphs 

^ duetto bis, valour and fortune in another world. 

I The Emperor of Germany has at laft married the 

[ Infanta of {^pain, after abundance of demurs and 

hefitations about that bufinefs. Thefe Nazarenes 

can do nothing with expedition. The fpiritual 

I Cdurts, as they call them, have more tricks and 

j cramp words to amufe people with, than an Indian 

' mountebank, or jugler. Neitjier are foyereign Prin- 

\ ces more exempt from their jurifdiftion, than the 

mcaneft of their fubje6ls : Efpecially the Court of 

[ Rome can make or annul marriages at pleafure. 

y And they are fure to be excommunicated who re- 

i fufe to lubmit to their orders. This holy Court 

^ can alfp bind or releafe fins, open or ftiut the gates 

I of Paradife, make a devil a faint, or a faint a devil. 

In a word, they can do every thing, if there be gold 
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in the cafe. But, if that be wanting, they can do 
nothing but (hrug their fhoulders. 

Thou maycft alfo inform the Divan, that the 
French King has eiven permifSon to fome of his 
fubje(Sts to undert^e the conqueft of America, and 
eftabliOi a commerce in that part of the world. Ma- 
ny veffels arc equipped, in order to this expedition ; 
and they that arc concerned in the voyage areas 
merry as Jafon and his Argonauts, when they were 
c^paring to fetch the golden fleece from Colchos. 
That Weftern continent affords immenfe riches, 
and tempts all the nations in Europe to make an ex- 
periment of tbeir fortune, in gaining one part of it 
or other. It were to be wifhed it lay nearer to the 
Ottoman Empire. No record can difcover the ori- 
gin of the inhabitants. Yet moft authors conjec- 
ture, that they pa{fed over from theNorth-eaft parts 
ofAiia, where the ftrcights of Anian are very nar- 
row, and would invite fea-faring men to feek new* 
adventures. Befides. by their being Cannibals, it 
appears very probable, that either they defccnded 
from the Tartars, or the Tartars from them. God 
alone knows howto.adjuft the diiFcrence, and reveal 
the fecrets of hiftory. 

Brave. Bafla, it is no matter from what ftock we 
are defcended, fo long as we have virtue ; for that 
alone is the only true nobility. God regale theQ 
with his favours. 

Pdris, 30th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Yeari666. 
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LETTER XIV. 

To Peftcli Hali, his Brother, Mafter of the' 
Cuftoms, and Superintendant o£ the Arfe- 
nal at Conftantinople. 

WH E N I hear of thy profperity, my heart is . 
' dilated, like his who has found hidden 
wealth. Yet, I am forry for the difgrace of the* 
good old man, thy predeceflbr : But we muft not 
ccnfure the condu6t of our Superiors. The juftice 
of their adlions is not to be called in queftion. The 
Sultan cannot err. This is an eftabliflied maxim in 
all monarchies, efpecially in that part of the re- 
nowned Ofmans. 

As for what relates to thee in this new advance 
thou haft made, thy own experience acquired by 
many years travel and obfervation in foreign coun- 
tries, added to the knowledge thou haft in the laws> 
difcipline, and cuftoms of thy own, will be a fuffi- 
cient guide to conduct thee in the management of 
thy bufmefs.- Yetdefpife not the counfel of others. 
A man is never nearer to ruin, than when he trufts 
too much to his own wifdom. Therefore the great- 
eft Emperors undertake nothing of moment raftily, 
or without, advice. Temerity often blafts the fairelt 
defigns. 

It will be of particular import to thee to hear of 
a tragical event that has lately happened toRezan, a 
great city in Ruffia, by the blowing up of the maga- 
zine. This gun-powder does more mifchiefthan 
good in the world. The ancients fought as fuc- 
cefsfully, with bows and arrows, fwords and fpears, 
and other inftruments of war, without running the 
hazard of blowing up whole cities into the air, in 
' time of peace. And they could undermine the 
ftrpngeftcaftles, even thofe fituated on rocks, with- 
out tlie help of this infernal duft. Nature taught 
them to be imJuftrious, in defeating their enemies, 
L s and 
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and they fpared no labour to gain the viitery. Ooi^ 
fore-fiathers were hardy ami ftrong, patient of toiler 
and fatigues: They cut their ways into mountains 
pfftone, if any place of ilrength were built on it>. 
\rivich they had occafion to l^iiegs. And, as the)^> 
hewed away that part^c^ the rock whjck Supported 
the walls, they underpropped the foundation With, 
wooden pillars. And, when they had finifhed their 
mines,, they fet fire to bertain bomlmftible mattery 
V/hich confuming thefe fupports^ the walls and 
gates that refted on them funk down, and' left the 
iortrefs naked and open to the beiiegers. - 

It had been well for the inhabitants' of Rezan, if 
their city had been only thus gently difmantTed by 
£>me enemy, againil whom they might 'have after*" 
^ards employed their courage, todercnd themfelves^ 
or make compofition. But, poor unfortunate peo-« 
pie, they have felt a ruder fliock, an unmercifuF 
blow of fate, in their city being in a minute's tirae^ 
without the leaft warning, ftormed, plundered^ and 
laid in a heap, by an enemy which give§ no quarter* 
* This accident happened on the i5.th of laft modn^^ 
about the hour of Ulanamifi. There were five hun^ 
dred barrels of powder in the magazine i and the 
force of the blow was fo violent, that, bcfides the 
deftrui^ion of the cky, or at Icaft the beft part of it^ 
all the neighbouring villag.es round ahout it felt its. 
fatal efFe£ls, fome of their houfes fliaking as in an 
^^arthquake, others faNing to pieces. 

Ailurcdly, Heaven is angry with thefe Infidels^ 
and turns the very inftruments of their defence and 
fafety into fcoorges for their chaftifement. I for- 
merly fent Saleh, the Superintendant, an account 
of the like misfortune, that befel the city of Grave- 
lines in Flandersr, and of other terrible ene<9:s of the 
wrath of Heaven in the Low-countries. Onedifaf- 
ter follows clofe on the back of another ; yet the la- 
lidels areinfenfible and ftupid, as they were in the 
days of Noah, when the flood came and furpriled aU 
the inhabitants of the country. That Prophet gave 
them warning of the approaching daoeer» He was 
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three whole years cutting down Indian plane-treesy 
and preparing planks^ beams, pins^ and other ne- 
ccflariet. and feven years more in building.that won* 
derful (nip. The InfideU went by daily, and faw 
liira at work ; but they derided the patient Apoftle,. 
and tai^ght their children %o mock him, faying, 
' Where Is the water this ihip is to fail in ? ' A fter 
the ark was finiihed, it lay on the ground fevert 
moons, till they had thrice facrificed iome of No- 
ah's followers to their idols. 

It was perfe&ed in the moon of Rajeb, and in the 
inooncf baphar was the decree of the chaftifement 
figned, which was to be executed on all of mortal 
race, but Noah, and the fourfcorc that were with 
bim, with two pairs of eveiy fpecies, which the 
four winds, by God's appointment, cdleded toge- 
ther and drove into the ark, and the body of Adam,» 
which was unihrined and brought to Noah, by 
angels out of the region of Mecca. There was alfo 
Philemon, the good Pri^ft of Egypt, v^ith his whole 
family. 

Juit as the determined day and'hour of the flood 
was come, the Prince of the country, (limu-lated 
by his evil deftiny, mounted his horfe, with ^^meof 
his retinue ; and, having (acrificcd to their idols,^ 
rode towards the place where Noah and his company 
were (hut up in tne ark, with a defign to burn it to 
afhes. He called out aloud to their Prophet with 
feoffs, faying, ' O Noah, where is the water ia 

* which this mip is to fail ? ' 'It will be with, you 
^ incontinently,' replied the holy man, ' before you 

* can remove your ftation.' * Come down, thou 
^ dourd,' faid the proud Infidel, ' othecwife I will 

* burn thee and thy companions with fire. ' * O 
^ miferable man, ' faid Noah, ^ turn to God, for his 

* judginents are ready to burft forth on you* * 
The Prince, incenfed at this, commanded his- 

flaves to put fire to the ark» But, while be was yet 
fpeaking, he manifeftly faw the water guihing out 
on all hands round about him, and under his feet. 
Then bis heart was troubled and full of anguiih and 
L 6 fear. 
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fear. HehaflencdtofeciarliinifeifwiliihisfamiFy' 
and goods, in tbecaiUcswhicfa.lieliad baHtoa ms 
bigbeft nuxmtsuns. Bat alas ! The earth opened, 
and broke like a fowler's web ; ib violent was tlic 
force of the waters which boSed op erery-wbere. 
The clouds ponied down raft cantra^ of lain^ 
inixed with dreadful and infnpportaUe tbmider and 
If^tning. That miferable Infidds thronged npon 
one another, curfing and blafpheming dieir gcxis 
who had dduded than^ Great was the confafioii 
and cry ev^y- where; for fucdi a calamity had never 
been known, fince the moon gave her light. If any 
were fo nimble as to reach the foot of a moantain, 
yet he could not afcend by reaibn of ftoncs which 
fell on his head, and torrents of boiling water that 
ran down upon him, as if it had come out of a cal- 
dron. And. fuppofe he had reached the top, it had 
been but a fliort delay of his fate : For, in a word, 
the waters fwelled forty cubits above the higheft 
mountains, and all the living generations periflied. 

Son of my mother, when 3iou readeft this memoir 
(for it is a fragment of an ancient Arabick writing) 
think on the day of judgment, which ftedl furpnfe 
the world, even as the deluge did. At that hour, 
the greateft part of men will not dream of any fuch 
thing, till they fee flames and rivers of fire burfting 
forth from the fprings and fountains, which before 
yielded water, and (howers of fire, defcending from 
heaven, inftead of fain. For the elements will 
change their courfes, (o accomplifli the decrees of 
him who made them, and to confummate the re- 
venge of the Omnipotent againft Unbelievers. 

Parif, ad of the iithMoon, 
«f the Year 1666. 
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. L E T T E R XV. 

To Ufcph, Bafla. 

SURELY, the Gods of the Englifh are angry 
with that people, and the guardian Spirits of 
the ifle have forlook their charge. I fent a difpatch 
at the beginning of this year to Murat, Bafla, where- 
in I informed him of a deftrudi ve plague, raging at 
London, and- in other parts of the nation. T^at 
peftilence continues ftill, but under difierent forms, 
to ailault the living, and augment the number of 
the dead. 

God only knows the origin of thefe epidemical 
contagions j whether they derive their pedigree 
from neaven or hell ; from the earth, or any other 
elements. Perhaps, fome latent poifons in the aif 
mix with the breath of mortals, and by their fubtile 
energy foon diflipate the vital flame of human bo* 
dies, like the infedious blafts of the wild £l-famiel 
in Arabia, which, in a moment's time, commits a 
rape upon the life of travellers, fcorchine their fpi- 
rits up, and leaving on the fands a black, ftifF car- 
cafe of jellied flefli, as though they had been thun- 
dcr-ftruck. Or, perhaps, fome venomous exlialati* 
ons from the minerals below tranfpire through 
chinks and crannies in the earth, to plunder mortals 
of their breath, like to the fatal vapours in the cave 
of death, not far from Virgil's erotto in Italy. Or, 
who can tell, but that fome hidden meteors above, 
or fome malignant ftars, may fend down whole bat- 
talions of impoifoned atoms, to invade this region 
of mortality, and in death's name, King of the 
world invincible, to claim and carry away a certain 
number of ghofts, pricked down by deftiny, a tri- 
bute fet by fate ? However it be, that whole ifland 
may be well called, at this time, the grand infirma- 
ry of Europe, where baneful ficknefs makes its pub- 
lick refidence. The timorous Giafars run from 
place to place, thinking to efcape from Heaven's 

all. 



232 LETTERS WRIT BY 

psuiy. Even wine itiel£^ that exhilarates all the 
world befides, does but increafe my melancholy, hy 
adding fircngth unto my labouring thoughts. It 
fublimates my fpirits up to facred phrenfies. I am . 
a lunatick at fuch a time. Each glafs createipiew 
dreams more wild, than the ftranee flights and rap« 
tures of a Santone. My heated ipleen, like mount 
Gibel, belches forth horrid clouds of fmoke and 
vapours, which lay long fmotheriag in its ibongy 
caverns ; theie ouickly ipread and cover all the ho- 
rizon ofmyibul, rendering it dark and gloomy as 
the Cimmerian folitude, or the more difmal vallies 
bordering on the river Styx, where furly Charon 
waits to ferry over the caravans of trembling ghofts 
and land them in Elyilum. 

Oh ! That thofc fables of the ancient poets were 
but true ! Or, that I knew but fomething certain 
of our future ftate ! Whether the foul furvives or 
no, when death has flopped the circulation of our 
blood ? And what becomes of that immortal fub- 
ftance, after its parting from the body ? Whether 
it pafs by tranfmigration into the embryo of fome 
other animals, as Pythagoras taught ; or be uni- 
ted, fwallowed up, and loft, in the univerfal foul 
of the world, as Plato did believe ? Or, if fome 
other magnet does attract its prefence ; and hidden 
fymphathies of nature teach to form itfelf a vehicle 
or body of the elements ! Perhaps, fome fouls unite 
with air, whilft others mix with water, earth, or pu- 
rer (kies. This, for its. horrid fms in its mcrtal ftate, 
may be, by the eternal Nemefis^ funk down into the 
fatsd caverns of mount JEtm^ Strombolo, or Vefu- 
vius ; there to incorporate with burning rivers, and 
lakes of fulphur, and other minerals, to hear per- 
petually the frightful cracking, rumbling, and loud 
thunder of thofe infernal vaults j to be, without 
intermiffi?"j annoyed with the eternal ftench of 
melted m*^^s> whole poignant vapours equally kill 
it, and revive it every moment, that it may be coii- 
fined to a*^ cndlefs circle of miferies : To feel the 
excruciating torments, wh "^h no tongue can utter ; 
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trliilft the inceflant rapid motion of thofc exalted 
and moft violent fires, with which it is imbodied by 
the decree of P'ate, rob it of the very poffibility of the 
leaft eafy thought, or <^uiet minute 5 and at the fame 
time rack it with infinite tortures. 

Think not, my dear Phyfician, that it is impof- 
fible a feparate fpirit can thus be fenfible of pain. 
There is no fuch thing as a feparate fpirit, but God, 
who made all bodies, and therefore was before them. 
The angels themfelves are partly corporeal ; fo arc 
the devils. Do not believe then, that mortal man, 
who is in a middle ftate between thefe two, fliall by 
dying gain a privilege above the moft illuftrious 
fpirits m heaven. As foon as death has diflodged 
us from one body ; nature, providence, or fate, pro- 
vides us another, according to our qualities, incli- 
natfons, and merits. Wc may as well by me- 
tempfychofis become the fpirit or foul of a flaming 
fulphur-mititf, or at leaft of fome part of it, as of an 
horfe, an eagle, or a dove : For fuch, for aught we 
know, mayT)e the difpofitions of divine wifdom^ 
juftice, and omnipotence. 

By the very faYne reafon another foul may be 
tranfported to the open, happy (kies, where it may 
either range in boundlefs, free, and ferene trafts of 
Hifs, or he infranchifed in the corporations of the 
^ ftars, to dwell in palaces of azure, topazes, and dia- 
monds : to poffefs provinces more rich than in Pe- 
ru or Guinea, where the nifticks plow up gold, 
more beautiful and pleafant than the famous fiefls of 
Theflaly. God knows what will become of us af- 
ter our diflblution : But the ignorance of this on« 
truth occafions all my melancholy. 

Death is not formidable of itfeif, nor all the do- 
lorous circiimftances that precede it : It is only what 
comes after that raifes all my terror. Were I to melt 
away in lingering ac'ues ana confumptions ; or to be 
fooner poft^ ofrin nigh-wrought fevers, pleurifies, 
or peftilcnce : Or, if it were m^ fate to die by piftol^ 
fword, or poifon, or any other kind of flow or ludden 
death, allotted me from chance or nature, providence 

, or 
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«r Czte : Shoald He^ea ccnfume mir in a trice W 
fii;bcnin|^^<3r diis globe, with OEfioI rwUbiftfc , barr 
jRe 1% V>nser furprkm^ eartiitf|uake : ftiKMUhe^ 
«gk<c ro \iaMmxAf mtpt k ooc asr dot afbsr-c&ps, co 
wh>.i I am zJtnnyr. I tremble archrhKkkzi and 
mil»fehMkr.'e force of satare: I drca^ dK iiicfcifih le 
iwkfy>vn €i€crct^ eibcat^ the £fecrecl mcdiocfis of ctcr* 
lia* cdiiny, thckMr» ami onier cf rise ococrworfd, in 
tn>l^ti:>g^d»e troop) cf Kaf3<tn ic^^ts, dsaCM towizk* 
%n there, %htt tW» iiSt'i campa^ b frmlif^. 

Once in a eoici am! frot^ cvcajr^, as I irts tia* 
^Vtng €ntr a bkak. vkie plain, ar^ felt die pcae* 
U^tu% biaib o^Ncnb-caft winds, with duiiing 
Iktt, wbkhieli upon me from the cloiids ; mf ^m^ 
riCft alio tffcd with tedious joomies, and mf ansdoos 
^tioiighu bciM wholly taJkn iq> about a vcfliii^- 
^ace that ni ent, and bow to avoid t!se afimh of 
robben^ with a thouiand otho- perils* thicatemn^ 
a ftranger on the road ; at ki^rth, I rhancrrf so 
think of the untried and ronote voyage I mufk one 
dajr make to another world* It chiffed my blood 
to imagine the diiconfolate, naked circunnflances of 
a fe))arate foul^ which, for aught I knew, might be 
bewildered, loll, and forced to wander up and down^ 
through untracked waftes of mifty^ frozen atf, 
where the inhofpitaUe element affords no guides, 
no caravanfcra's, to comfortlefs poor, ftn^g^ling 
ghofti i unlefs they would accept a lodging iniome 
cloudy the ciftern and chariot of rain« hail, or fiiow ^ 
there to incorporate with the unwelcome meteors^ 
and be whirled round the globe, or elfe precipiuted 
down to earth again in Oiowers ; from thence per- 
haps to be exhakd by the fun, and mixed with em- 
bryo*ii of lightning, fiery dragons, ienes fatui, or 
other bodies Eourly flaning in the welkin, and thu^ 
to circulate in endlefs tranlmigrations* Who knows, 
the circumftances of departed fouls, or laws of a 
feparate ftate ? Let him ccclare what ufage we (hall 
find in that invifible and dark recefs from life : He 
(hall be then eftcemed more than Apollo by the 
pcnfive Miihrn^t. Not the old Delphic oracle could 

receive 
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•cccive greater reverence from the inauifitive world; 
nor Mecca now from devout Muffulman pilgrims ; 
or Medina Talnabi, where the Prophet refts irt 
peace i^.thtn fuch a one fliould have from me> who 
would "^iitfi. unfeigned truth difcover, how we fliall 
be dif^bfed'ipf when we die. But I am cloyed and 
naufeatid \with dull romance^ q£ the priefts and 
dcrvifes. 

My frib^d, let thou and I learn to improve the 
joys of the prefentTife, and not by damned miftakes 
deprive Qurfelves of double happinefs. But let us 
to comport our&lvQs, that our tranfmigration may 
be but from the pleafures of earth to thole of l^eaven^ 
irpm, oti^ paradife to another. 

J '^Pvfiu 6tb of the ift Moon, 
. of idle Vear 1667. 



LETTER XVIL 
To Kcrkcr Haffan, Bafla. 

' IRlcfe tleffings of God, and his Prophctj^ cheat 
«, thy ' heart, as thou haft exhilarated mine by 
^y Idft-ietter, wherein thou encourajgcft me with 
the ^opes of being removed from this dilagreablo 
poft to one more delightful and happy, even to a 
fw«et oSuntry retirement, either in Arabia, or any 
other part of the Grand Signjor's dominions, which 
is the very park of all my wifhes. 

l^fevc a natural averfion for great and populous 
cities^. They fecm to be fo many magnificent fe- 
pulchr« of tne Tiving, where men ar^fhut up^ im- 
prifoned, and buried from . all commerce with the 
elements 5 or they are like hofpftals, or peft-houfes, 
wher« people crowd, infcS, and ftink one another 
to dcaili with a thoufand pollutions. They*luvc 
together like bees, and build their apartments la 
iarknds. Like ncfts of pifmires, they trudge* up 

aod 
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and down all the fjiDDaer 'cf tbeir yotith, to heap op 
treafare^^ thzt they may jpend the winter of their 
old -age in lozihfovae eaie, "and benumbed tiupidity ; 
not Cdiing to venture out of the purlieu cf dieir 
naiiy, (moky nauiuuons, and yettbeyare ready to 
ht (tifled with th ir own breath. 

It i% with pleasure I contemplate die face of die 
infant earth, before it was defonr»ed*by the unne* 
cc;u;ry arts of the carpenter, fmith, and mafbn : 
When men had no other houfes but what they 
made themfelves, e\ery one for his family, of the 
branches and bouehs of trees, into-woven with 
oziers, reeds, and ivy ; and covered thick with 
leaves and graft to fhelter them from wind, hail, 
rain, and other injuries of weather; or, perhaps, 
fome had found out a den, or a cave, in the earth, 
or the hollow of a rock, for a fan<^uary in fuch cafes, 
where they repofed in perfect tranquillity, without, 
fear of fnares or violence, without apprehenfion of 
robbers, or any tragical furprife. They went out 
and in, flept and waked, laboured ana refted in 
fafety and quiet. Avarice, envy, and injuftice had 
not as yet corrupted the minds of mortals. The 
earth brought forth com,, herbage, and fruits with- 
out the hu{bandman's or gardener's labour : All 
places abounded with plenty of innocent refrefh- 
ments, and thofe primitive inhabitants coveted no 
more. The cattle and bees afforded them milk and 
honey, and the fountain- waters were generous as 
wine. Thisglobe was a complete paramfe, and no 
mrftaken zeal had taught men religioufly to invade 
one another's rights, and in a pious fury to murder 
their neighbours, in hopes of meriting heaven here- 
after. There was no fuch thing as bigotry or fu- 
perftition to be found among any of the human race. 
The law of nature was in univerfal force : Every 
manpurfucd the diftates of reafon, without heark- 
ening after religious fophiftry and facred fables. 

But when once the lucre of gold had corrupted 
men's manners and they, not contented with the 
riches and fwcets, which they daily cropped from the 

furfacc 
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furface of tbe.earth, had found a way to defcend in- 
to her bowels, ftung with an infatiable define of hid- 
den trcafures ; rtien began injuftice, oppreflion, and 
cruelty to take place. Men made inclofures to 
themfelves, and incompaflfed a certain portion of, 
land with hedges, ditches, and pales, to fence them 
from the invauons of others ; tor the guilt of their 
own vicious inclinations filled them with fears, and 
made them jealous of one another. They built 
themfelves ftrong-holds, fortrefles, caftles, and 
cities : And, their terrors increafing with their cri- 
minal pofleffions, they perfuaded themfelves, that 
the very elements would prove their enemies, if 
npt pacified by^ bribes and prefents. Hence fprang 
the firft invention of altars and facrifices, and from 
thefe vain panick fears of mortals the gods derived 
their pedigree. For one built a tertiple to the fun, 
another to the moon, a third to Jupiter, Mars, or 
the reft of the planets.^ Some adored the fire, others 
the water or wind. Every one fet up to himfelf 
fuch a god as. he fancied would be propitious to him. 
ThuSy error being equally propagated with human 
nature, they created an infinite raoble of imaginary 
deities, paying to thofe idols the fupreme and in- 
communicable honours due only to the eternal 
Ellence^ Father and Source of all things. 

Befides, they lived in intolerable pride and lux- 
ury, in conftant wars and ftrife, in darknefs, igno- 
rance, and confufion. I fpeak of fuch as dwelt in 
cities, and were incorporated together by one com- 
mon intereft. For ftill there remained fome who 
obeyed the original laws x)f nature, and the traditi- 
ons of primitive humanity. 

Thefe dwelt in tents, or other moveable habita- 
tions, as our countrymen the Arabs do at this day, 
with the Tartars, their brethren. They fcorned to 
fatten themfelves to the earth, by poffefling any part 
of it in propriety : Every field and wood, hill and 
valley, river and well, were with them in common. 
TtTiey ftraggled whither they pleafed. 

This 
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and they fpared no labour to gain the vidory. Owf' 
fore-fathcrs were hardy ami ftrong, patient of toils- 
and fatigues: They cut their ways into mountains; 
pfftone, if any place of itrength were built on it^ 
which diey had occafion to Kfiegis* And, as the^ 
hewed away that par^of the rock whfck Supported 
the walls^ they underpropped the foundation wUh. 
wooden pillars. And, when they had finifhed their 
mines^ they fet fire to tertain fcombuftible mattery 
^hich confuming thefc fupportsi,, the walls and 
gates that retted on them funk down^ and' left th& 
iortrefs naked and open ta the belicgers. - 

It had been well for the inhabitants* of Rezan, if^ 
their city had been only thus gently difiriantfcd by^ 
fome enemy, againil whom they might 'haye^ after-^ 
Wards employed their courage, to defend themfelves^^ 
©r make compofition. But, poor unfortunate peo-* 
le, they have felt a ruder fhock, an unm^-cifut 
low of fate, in their city being in a minute's time^ 
without the leafl warning, fformed, plundered, and 
laid in a heap, by an enemy which gives no quarter. 
This accident happened on the i5.th of laft modn^^ 
about the hour of U lanaraifi. There were five bun-^ 
dred barreli of povirder in the magazine i and the 
force of the blow was fo violent, that, bcftdes the 
deftrui^ion of the city, or at leaft the beft part of it^ 
all the neighbouring villages round about it felt its« 
fatal efFe£ls, fome of their houfes (baking as in aii 
^rthquake, others faHing to pieces. 

Afluredly, Heaven is angry with thefe Infidels, 
and turns the very inflruments of their defence and 
fafety into fcoorges for their chaftifement, I for- 
merly fent Saleh, the Superintendant, an account 
of the like misfortune, that befel the city of Grave- 
lines in Flanders, and of other terrible efedls of the 
wrath of Heaven in the Low-countries. Onedifaf- 
ter follows clofe on die back of another y yet the la- 
lidels areinfenfible and ftupid, as they were in the 
days of Noah, when the flood came and furprifed all 
the inhabitants of the country. That Prophet gave 
them warning of the spproacbing danger*. He was 

tbrccfc 
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three whole years cutting down Indian planc-tree^y 
and preparing planks, &ams, pins, and other ne- 
ceilkries. and feven years more in building.that won* 
derful fhip. The Infidels went by daily, and faw 
him at work ; but they derided the patient Apoftle,, 
and tai^ght their children ^ mock him, faying, 

* Where is the water this Ihip is to fail in ? ' After 
the ark was finiihed, it lay on the ground fevers 
Qioons, till they had thrice facrificed Ibme of No- 
ah's followers, to their idols. 

It was ^rfefied in the moon of Rajeb, and in the 
moon of baphar .was the decree of the chaftifement 
figned, which was to be executed on all of mortal 
race, but Noah, and the fourfcore that were with 
him, with two pairs of every fpecies, which the 
four winds, by God's appointment, colledled toge- 
ther and drove into the ark, and the body of Adam,^ 
which was unfhrined and brought to Noah, by 
angels out of the region of Mecca, There was alfo 
Philemon, the good Pri^ft of Egypt, with his whole 
family. 

Juit as the determined day and'hour of the flood 
was come, the Prince of the country, ftijaulated 
by his evild^iny, mounted his horfe, with fooieof 
his retinue ; and, having fecrificed to their idols^ 
rode towards the place where Noah and his com pap y 
were (hut up in the ark, with a defign to burn it to 
aflies. He called out aloud to their Prophet with 
feoffs, faying, ' O Noah, where is the water ia 

* which this «iip is to fail ? ' * It will be with you 

* incontinently,' replied the holy man, ' before you 

* can remove your ftation.' * Come 4own, thoii 

* dotard,' faid the proud Infidel, ' otherwife I will 

* burn thee and thy companions with fire. ' * O 
*- miferable man, ' faid Noah, * turn to God, for his 

* judgments are ready to burft forth on you, * 
The Prince, incenfed at this, commanded hi» 

flaves to put fire to the ark» But, while be was yet 
(peaking, he manifeftly faw the water gulhing out 
on dl hands round about him, and under his feet; 
Then his heart was troubled and full of anguifli and 
i* ^ fear. 
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fear. He haftened to fecure hitnfelf with his family 
and goods, in the caiUes which .he had built on the 
• higheft mountains. But alas ! The earth opened, 
and broke like a fpider's web ; fo violent was the 
force of the waters which boiled up every-where. 
The clouds poured down vaft catarafts of raiJi^ 
mixed with dreadful and infupportable thunder "^and 
lightning. That miferable Infidels thronged upon 
one another, curfing and blafphemin? their gods 
who had deluded them. Great was the confufion 
and cry. every-where; for fuch a calamity had never 
been known, fmce the moon gave her light. If any 
were fo nimble as to reach the foot of a mountain, 

St he could not afcend by reafon of flones which 
11 on his head, and torrents of boiling water that 
ran down upon him, as if it had come out of a cal- 
dron. And, fuppofe he had reached the top, it had 
been but a fhort delay of his fate : For, in a word, 
the waters fwelled forty cubits above the higheft 
mountains, and all the living generations perifhcd. 

Son of my mothjsr, when thou readefl this memoif 
(for it is a fragment of an ancient Arabick writing) 
think on the day of judgment, which fhall furpnfe 
the world, even as the deluge did. At that hour, 
the greatefl part of men will not dream of any fuch 
thing, tilLthey fee flames and rivers of fire burfting 
forth from the fprines and fountains, which before 
yielded water, and fSowers of fire, defcending from 
heaven, inflead of rain. For the elements will 
change their courfes, to accomplifh the decrees of 
him who made them, and to confummate the re- 
venge of the Omnipotent againft Unbelievers. 



Piaris, id of the nth Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 
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. L E T T E R XV. 

To Ufeph, Bafla. 

SURELY, the Gods of the Englifh are angry 
with that people, and the guardian Spirits of 
the ifle have foriook their charge, I fent a difpatch 
at the beginning of this year toMurat, Bafia, where- 
in I informed him of a deftru6tive plague, raging at 
London, and. in other parts of the nation. Tnat 
peftilence continues ftill, but under different forms* 
to aflault the living, and augment the number of 
the dead. 

God only knows the origin of thefe epidemical 
contagions 5 whether they derive their pedigree 
from neaven or hell ; from the earth, or any other 
elements. Perhaps, fome latent poifons in the air 
mix with the breath of mortals, and by their fubtile 
energy foon diffipate the vital flame of human bo- 
dies^ like the infectious blafts of the wild £l-famiel 
in Arabia, which, in a moment's time, commits a 
rape upon the life of travellers, fcorching their fpi- 
rits up, and leaving onthefands a black, ftifF car- 
cafe of jellied fiefh, as though they had been thun- 
" der-ftruck. Or, perhaps, fome venomous exhalati- 
ons from the minerals below tranfpire through 
chinks and crannies in the earth, to' plunder mortals 
of their breath, like to the fatal vapours in the cave 
of death, not far from Virgil's grotto in Italy. Or, 
who can tell, but that fome hidden meteors above, 
or fome malignant ftars, may fend down whole bat- 
talions of impoifoned atoms, to invade this region 
of mortality^ and in death's name. King of the 
world invincible, to claim and carry away a certain 
number of ehofts, pricked down by deftiny, a tri- 
bute fet by rate ? However it be, that whole ifiand - 
may be well called, at this time, the grand infirma- 
ry of Europe, where baneful ficknefs makes its pub- 
lick refidence. The timorous Giafars run from 
place to place, thinking to efcape from Heaven's 

all- 
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alUfearchins purfuivants. They flee from populous 
towns to viilages ; and from thefe again to unfre- 
quented defarts, woods, and heaths, carrying their 
wives and children with them, and sul the fubftance 
of their houfes. The roads arc covered with the 
caravans of doubtful paiTenjgers, who dread to tbiu-k 
of going back to the contagious feats they left behindj^ 
yet know not where to be received a-new. So gpr 
neral is the confternation, fo llrone the fear of thofe 
who yet furvive, left they (hould alfo catch the 
jnfeflion and die. 

Befides this, they have felt the ftrokes of another 
furprifing calamity; London, the capital city of 
England, being newly confumed by fire. It is not 
certain, whether defign or chance hrft iftindled the 
devouring element. But it fell out at an unlucky 
feafon, when the wind was high, and from its Eai- 
tern quarters blew the flames full Weft, which, 
fprcading North and South, demolifhed all before 
them, laying the greateft part of that rich and fa- 
mous city in afhes. 

Some afcribe this to a plot of the French ; others 
term it a judgment of God, for their rebellion, pride, 
and other crying fins, Whilft, with equal probabi- 
lity, a third fort aflarm it v;as contrived and put in 
execution by a cabal of carpenters and mafons,^ 
who, wanting employment, and pro]e(Sl:ing the me- 
thod of inricning themfelves, difdaining alfo the 
Inartificial and obfolete form of buildings,, refolved 
to put this city into a new figure, and raife it, ac- 
cording to the models of foreign architefture. Every 
one guefTes as his afFeftions incline him, or his con- 
jectures follow the byafs of hrs intereft. Men are 
always partial to themfelves and the ca,ufe they have 
e(poufed< God only knows the truth. 

The fuperftitious among the Roman Catholicks 
' take occafion, from the timing of this horrid conffa- 
gration, to infult over the Engliih Proteftants ; 
who, from fomc obfcure paflages in the book of 
their gofpel, ufed to foretel, in a prophetick man- 
ner, that the final ruin and cataftrophe of Rome 

would 
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"would happen in this year 1666 : WheTe2LS. by fa- 
tal experience, more fure than vain predidtions, 
they find the metropolis of their own nation reduced 
to suhes. 

Whoever are the inftniments in thefe tragedies, it 
is certain the deiigns of fete are ftill performed. 
Every kingdom, ^te, and community, has its 
critical periods and climadlericks, wherein it fuffera 
detriment, .»•••• 

• i •• • 

* . . . . &c. 



This blank the Italian preface mentions, and fays 
it is owing to the lofs of fome part of the Arabick 
letter,, fuppofed to be torn off by chance^ or est 
fome other occafion. 

Pam> id of the 1 1 th Moon^ 
of the Year 1666. 



LETTER XVI. 

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand 
Signior. 

I AM melancholy, beyond the defcription of 
painters, poets, or the lively eloquence of Ci- 
cero. Methinks, I am fome exotick being ; a per- 
feSt foreigner on earth j a ftranger to its laws and 
maxims. I appear to other mortals, like a Giafar, 
or Frank, in his Wellern drefs at Morocco, Baby- 
Ion, or Conftantinople. I mean not for my out- 
ward habit j[f6r in tnat I am conformable enough to 
the mode ot the region where I reiide) but I am all 
tinfafliionablc within ; ridiculous in my fentiments 
and converfation. .When others laugh, I figh,.and 
find a reafon to be fad, in the midft of merry com« 

paay^ 
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pany. Even wine itfelf^ that exhilarates all the 
world beiides, does but increafe my melancholy, by 
adding ftrength unto my labouring thoughts. It 
' fublimates my fpirits up to facred phrenfies. I am . 
a lunatick at fuch a time. Each glafs createatfiiew 
dreams more wild, than the ftrange flights and rap- 
tures of a Santone. My heated fpleen, like mount 
Gibel, belches forth horrid clouds of fmojce and 
vapours, which lay long imothering in its fpongy 
caverns ; thefe auickly fpread and cover all the ho- 
rizon of my ibuf, rendering it dark and gloomy as 
the Cimmerian folitude, or the more difmal vallies 
bordering on the river Styx, where furly Charon 
waits to ferry over the caravans of trembling ghofts 
and land them in Elyfium. 

Oh ! That thofe fables of the ancient poets were 
but true ! Or^ that I knew but fomething certain 
of our future ftate ! Whether the foul furvives or 
no, when death has flopped the circulation of our 
blood ? And what becomes of that immortal fub- 
fiance, after its parting from the body ? Whether 
it pafs by tranfmigration into the embryo of fome 
other animals, as Pythagoras taught j or be uni- 
ted, fwallowed up, and lofl, in the univerfal foul 
of the world, as PJato did believe ? Or, if fome 
other magnet does attradl: its prefence ; and hidden 
fymphathies of nature teach to form itfelf a vehicle 
or body of the elechents ! Perhaps, fome fouls unite 
with air, ^^ilft others mix with water, earth, or pu- 
rer fkies. This, for its. horrid fins in its mortal ftate, 
may be, by the eternal Nemefis, funk down into the 
fatal caverns of mount iEtna, Strombolo, or Vefu- 
vius 5 there to incorporate with burning rivers, and 
lakes of fuJphur, and other minerals, to hear per- 
petually the frightful cracking, rumbling, and loud 
thunder of thofe infernal vauJts j to be, without 
intermiffion, annoyed with the eternal ftench of 
melted m^^^s, whofe poignant vapours equally kijl 
it, and revive it fevery moment, that it may be con- 
fined to a" endlefs circle of miferies : To feel the 
excruciating torments, wb ^h no tonguecan utter ; 

2 Whilft 
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X^liilft the inceffant rapid motion of tbofe exalted 
and moft violent fires, with which it is imbodied by 
thfC decree of Fate, rob it of the very poffibility of th6 
leaft eafy thought, or ^uiet minute ; and at the fame 
time rack it with infinite tortures. 

Think not, my dear Phyfician, that it is impof- 
fible a feparate fpirit can thus be fenfible of pain. 
There is no fuch thing as a feparate fpirit, but God, 
^?vho made all bodies, and therefore was before them. 
The angels themfelves are partly corporeal ; fo arc 
the devils. Do not believe then, that mortal man, 
•who is in a middle ftate between thefe two, fhall by 
dying gain a privilege above the moft illuftrious 
fpirits m heaven. As foon as death has diflodged 
us from one body ; nature, providence, or fate, pro- 
vides us another, according to our qualities, incli- 
natjons, and merits. We may as well by me- 
tempfychofis become the fpirrt or foul of a flaming 
fulphur-miti^, or at leaft of fome part of it, as of an 
horfe, an eagle, or a dove : For fuch, for aught we 
know, may be the difpofitions of divine wifdom^ 
juftice, and omnipotence. 

By the very fa\ne reafon another foul may be 
tranfported to the open, happy fkies, where it may 
either range in boundlefs, free, and ferene trafts of 
Wifs, or he infranchifed in the corporations of the 
^ ftars, to dwell in palaces of azure, topazes, and dia- 
monds ; to poffefs provinces more rich than in Pe- 
tu or Guinea, where the nifticks plow up gold, 
more beautiful and pleafant than the famous fields of 
Thcflaly. God knows what will become of us af- 
ter our diflblution : But the ignorance of this on^ 
truth occafions all my melancholy. 

Death is not formidable of itfelf, nor all the do- 
lorous circumftances that precede it : It is only what 
comes after that raifes all my terror. Were I to melt 
away in lingering agues ana confumptions ; or to be 
fooner pofted oflTin liigh-wrought fevers, pleurifies, 
or peftilence : Or, if it were m^r fateto die by piftol, 
fword, or poifon, or any other kind of flow or Aiddcn 
.death, allotted mc from chance ©mature, providence 

, or 
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or fate : Should Heaven confume me in a trice by 
lightninfl; ; or this globe, with equal fwiftnefs, burjr 
me in iome furprmng earthquake : It would be all 
pne to Mahmut, were it not for the after-claps, to 
which I am a ftranger. I tremble at the hidden and 
unfearchable force of nature: I dread the irreverfible 
unknown decrees of fate, the facrcd methods of etei-- 
nal defliny, the laws and order of the other world, yin 
billetting the troops of human fouls, that go to win<» 
tcr there, after this life's campaign is finiihed. 

Once in a cold and frofty evening, as I was tra- 
velling over a bleak, wide plain, at)d felt the peae^ 
trating blafts of North-eaft wmds, with chillii^g 
fleet, which fell upon me from the clouds ; my fpi-^ 
fits alfo tired with tedious joumtes, and myanxibus 
thoughts being wholly taken up about a reftin^- 
place that night, and how to avoid the aflault of 
robbers, with a thoufand other perils, threatening 
a ftranger on the road ; at length, l chanced to 
think of the untried and remote voyage I muft one 
day make to another world. It ch.ifed my blood 
to imagine the difconfolate, naked circumftances of 
a feparate foul, which, for aught I knew, might be 
bewildered, loft, and forced to wander up and down^ 
through untracked waftes of mifty, frozen arr-y 
where the inhofpitable element affords no guidfs, 
no caravanfera^s, to comfortlefs poor, ftnigglins 
ghofts I unlefs they would accept a lodging inion^e; 
cloud, the ciftern and chariot ot rain« hail, oriiiow i 
there to incorporate with the unwelcome meteors^ 
and be whirled round the globe, or elfe precipitated 
down to earth again in Oiowers ; from thence per- 
haps to be exhaled by the fun, and mixed with em- 
bryo's of lightning, fiery dragons, ignes fatui, or 
other bodies hourly flaning in the welkin, and thus 
to circulate in endlefs tranlmigrations* Who knows 
the circumftances of departed fouls, or laws of a 
feparate ftate ? Let him declare what ufage we fhall 
find in that invifible and dark recefs from life : He 
fliall be then efteemed more than Apollo by the 
penfive Mahm.ut. Not the old Delphic oracle could 

receive 
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receive greater reverence from the inquifitive world;, 
nor Mecca now from devout Muffulman pilgrims ; 
cr Medina TaJnabi, where the Prophet refts irt 
peace ;; tlwin fuch a one fhould have from me>- who 
would ii»i^. unfeigned truth difeover, how we fliall 
be diipbfed'pf when we die. But I am cloyed and 
naufeatid Avith dull romance? q£ th^ priefts and 
dervifes, ' ^ ■ - . , 

My.friwd, let thou and I learn to improve the 
j9ys oftiieprefentTife, and not by damned miftakes 
deprive i^iirfelves of double happinefs. But let us 
to comport ourfelvqs, that our tranfmigration may 
be but from.the pleafurcs of earth to tfa©fe of l^eavenj 
isQOK on^ paradife to aaother. 

. "^awis^ 4tb of the ift Mood, 
, erf* )ie Year 1667. 



; 'LETTER XVIL 

- To Kcrker Haffan, Bafla. 

nP iFi't l)Wnags of God, and his Prophet^ chear 
1 thy heart, as thou haft exhilarated mine by 
4jiy I^^letter, wherein thou encourajgcft me with 
tlie liopes of being removed from this diUgreablo 
noft toone more delightful and happy, even to a 
fw«et a5\intry retirement, either in Arabia, or any 
other part of the Grand Signior's dominions, which 
is the Very mark of all my wifhes. 

l^liaVea natural averhon for great and populous 
cities. They feem to be fo many magnificent fe- 
pulchrc« of the Fiving, where men ar(;fhut up^ im- 
Driibiwd, and bvjried from. all commerce with the 
elements •, or they are like hofpitals, or peft-houfes, 
where people crowdi infeS, and Itink one another 
to deaih with a thoufand pollutions. They*hiyc 
together like bees, and build their apartments in 
d^kneft- Like nefts of pifmires, they trudge* up 

aaa 
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and down all the fummer Jof their youth, to heap up 
treafures, that they may fpend the winter of their 
old-age in loathfome eale, land benUmbed ftupidity. ; 
not daring to venture out of the purlieu of their 
nafty, fmoky habitations, and yet they are re ady to 
be ftifled with thtir own breath. 

It is with pleafure I contemplate the face of the 
infant earth, before it was deformed' by the unne- 
ceflary arts of the carpenter, fmith, and mafon; 
When men had no other houfes but what they 
made themfelves, every one for his family, of the 
branches and boughs of trees, interwoven wth 
oziers, reeds, and ivy ; and covered thick with 
leaves and grafs to flielter them from wind, hail, 
rain, and other injuries of weather; or, perhaps, 
fome had found out a den, or a cave, in the earth, 
or the hollow of a rock, forafan6luary infuch cafes, 
where they repofed in per fed: tranquillity, wi-thout. 
f(^ar of fnares or violence, without apprehenlion of 
robbers, or any tragical furprife. They went out' 
and in, flept and waked, laboured ana refted in 
fafety and quiet. Avarice, envy, andinjuftice had 
not as yet corrupted the minds of mortals. The 
earth Ijrought forth corn^ herbage, and fruits with- 
out the hu{bandman's or gardener's labour : All 
places abounded with plenty of innocent refrefli- 
ments, and thofe primitive inhabitants coveted no 
more. The cattle and bees afforded them milk and 
honey, and the fountain- waters were generous as 
wine. This jglobe was a complete paraSfe, and no 
mrftaken zeal had taught men religioufly to invade 
one another's rights, and in a pious fury to murder 
their neighbours, in hopes of meriting heaven here- 
after. There was no fuch thing as bigotry or fu- 
perftition to be found among any of the human race. 
The law of nature was in univerfal force : Every 
manpurfued the di£tates of rcafon, without heark^ 
ening after religious fophiftry and facred fables. 

But when once the lucre of gold had corrupted 
men's manners and they, not contented with the 
riches and fweets, which they daily cropped from the 

furfacc 
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furface of the.earth, had found a way to defcend id- 
to her bowels, ftung with an infatiable defire of hid- 
den treafures ; then began injuftice, oppreiTiGn, and 
cruelty to take place. Men made inclofures to 
themfelves, -and incompaffed a certain portion of 
land with hedges, ditches, and pales, to fence them 
from the invahons of others ; for the guilt of their 
own vicious inclinations filled them with fears, and 
made them jealous of one another. They built 
themfelves ftrong-holds, fortrefles, caftles, and 
cities : And, their terrors increafing with their cri- 
minal poffeffions, they perfuaded themfelves, that 
the very elements would prove their enemies, if 
npt pacified by] bribes and prefents. Hence fprang 
' the firft invention of altars and facrifices, and from 
thefe vain panick fears of mortals the gods derived 
their pedigree. For one built a teiliple to the fun, 
another to the moon, a third to Jupiter, Mars, or 
the reft of the planets. Some adored the fire, others 
the water or wind. Every one fet up to himfelf 
fuch a god as.he fancied would be propitious to him. 
Thus, error being equally propagated with human 
nature, they created an infinite rabble of imaginary 
deities, paying to thofe idols the fupreme and in- 
communicable honours due only to the eternal 
Eflence^ Father and Source of all things. 

Befides, they lived in intolerable pride and lux- 
ury, in conftant wars and ftrife, in darknefs, igno- 
rance, and confufion. I fpeak^ of fuch as dwelt in 
citiesj and were incorporated together by one com- 
mon mtereft. For ftill there remained fome who 
obeyed the original laws of nature, and the traditi- 
ons of primitive humanity. 

Thefe dwelt in tents, or other moveable habita- 
tions, as our countrymen the Arabs do at this day, 
with the Tartars, their brethren. They fcorned to 
fatten themfelves to the earth, by pofleffing any part 
of it in propriety : Every field and wood, hill and 
valleyy river and well, were with them in common. 
ITiey ftraggled whither they pleafed. 

This 
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This is the life fo emulated by me, or, iiiftead erf" 
Aat, at leaft a retirement from cities, that I tnsty 
breathe out my laft hours in a free air, remote froixi 
the ftifling company and contagion of mortals. I 
long to range at liberty through unfrequented pattis 
of aefart ground, over wild, unpoliihed heaths s 
from thence infenflbly to fall Into fome venerable 
folitude, where the dry mofly banks of trees in 
filent charaders proclaim the antiquity of the place ^ 
and eentle whifpers of the wind inftrucl the methods 
of Pfiitonick love ; infpire ftran^e paifions, which 
we never felt before; and teach us to converfe wjth. 
fatyrs, nymphs, and other harmlefs tenants of the 
Ihades. How great is the pleafure to be thus fur- 
3rifed with fome harmonious, warbling ftream, or 
Jlent, foft, deep, cryllal river! To fpeak incog- 
nito with Dryadsj Hamadryads, and the fporting 
ecchoes; to lie diflolved in loofe, yet innocent enjoy- 
ments, on the banks ; to talk with nature, with 
immortal fubftances, and with eternity itfelf ! Oh 
God ! Is not this raviihing ? 

It is difficult to fay, whether it would be pleafent 
or painful to return from tbefe ineffable parades of 
the foul to our domeftick felicities, though even in 
a rural life, which I acknowledge to be the happinefe 
on earth. Yet there to trace the herds and flocks, 
to walk amidft the high-grown corn and grafs, to 
pluck the bearded ears of barley, to let our eyes ro>l 
over the various figures of the wind-blown wheat 
and millet, ournolesto fuck the fragrant airs of 
marjoram, thyme, oranges, and lemons, with innu- 
merable fpices ; our ears to hear the inimitable me- 
lody of birds, and every fenfe to be tranfported, 
Ihatched away, and loft in facred extafies j muft 
needs be ranked among tlie higheft kind of earlhJy 
•pleafures. 

Bat to defcend from thofe" enjoyments to the 
meaneft and moft common diverfions of a country 
life ; methinks, there is fomethin? peculiarly 
charming in the very elegant fituation of the houfe$; 
whether it be on the brawof an hill, or the bottom 

of 
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of a valley ; in the midtt of a wood, or the opening 
x>f an heath ; on the fide of a road, or in fome obfcure 
corner of the country. It is agreeable, when walk- 
in^ in thenjorning, to hear the bleating of fheep^ 
lowing of oxen, fcreaming, quaklne^ and crowing 
of Steele, ducks, cocks, and other home-bred ani- 
mus i to hear the louder winds, threatening to tear 
up trees by the roots, demolifli houfes,. and remove 
the globe itfelf, if poffible, from off its bafis. This 
woiudbe better roufick to me, for a change, than a 
concert of dulcimers, theorbo's, timbrels, and viols. 
Human nature delights in variety, and there is a 
certain audacious curiofity in the foul^ which loves 
to venture on extremes. The rain, the dirt, the 
ftink of hogs, camels, dromedaries, and other ne* 
ceflary rural beafts, would pleafe me better than the 
conilant tedious eafe, or fulfome fweets of court or 
city. I fweat whilft thus (hut up within thefc 
vralls : It cloys me to be daily walkmg in a circle ; 
trample away ovel* the fame ground, in a vaft laby- 
rinth of houfes, where my fenfes meet no new re- 
frefhing obje<9s, but my ears are hourly naufeated, 
vexed, and tired, with the rattling din of coaches, 
carts, artificers, and the harfli voices of fuch as fell 
£eih, fifh, and other things about the ftreets. Mv 
eyes can find no grateful profpeds, but dafhed with 
furly, rugged looks of proud and wealthy Infidels ; 
or with the fly fatyrick fmiles of well-fhaped people, 
who condemn me for my bandy legs and crooked 
back. 

In a word, my dear Bafia, I long to feel the gen- 
tle breefes of the Eaft, purifying my foul, and 
cleanfing it from fo many pollutions. I languish for 
the fight of turbants and crefcents, for the devout 
call of the muezins on the lofty minarets : I die in 
contemplatfon of facred fafts and feafts, the noftur- 
nal joys of Ramezan, the revels and chearful illu- 
minations of Beiram, and the imperial dunalma's; 
When I think of thefe things, my foul burfts forth 
into fervent invocations, ana every faculty cries^ 
Alia, Alia. 

May 
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May that divine and immortal One hear my pray- 
ers, and grant me the happinefs to fee the face of 
noble Kerker HafTan, in an horizon pure and free 
from the defilement of Infidels. 

Paris, 14th of the »d Moon, . 
of the Ytar 1667. 



LETTER XVill. 

To ifouf^ his Coufin, a Merchant, at 
Aftracan. 

I Sent a difpatch to thee in the year i66j., where- 
in, among other things^ I recommended our cou- 
fin Solyman to thy friendfliip and patronage, if ever 
he ihould travel to Aflracan,- as I advifcd hinr : 
For thou krioweft he has a roaming genius, without 
the wit to improve himfelf in any foreign country, 
unlefs he has a friend to guide and take care of him : 
And then it will be a difficult talk to make him fen- 
fible where he is. He will always think he is with- 
in the verge of the Grand Signior's hunt, where he 
may domineer at large, under the notion of a re- 
tainer to the Sultan. He is a ftrange- humoured 
fellow. I know not what to make of him. He is 
changeable as Proteus or a Cameleon : Sometimes 
religioufly dull and phlegmatick, like a Hadgi; at 
another feafon, ycu fliall feel his pulfe beating to 
the tunc of youthful pride, ambition, luft, and other 
vices. To-day he would be a DerviTe, Santone, 
or any thing that bears the form of holinefs : But, 
when he has Hept upon it,, the vain young convert 
would return again to the world, and be a foldier„ 
<:ourtier, profellbr of the law, or any thing that 
makes a figure in the eyes of men. So unwelcome 
are the rigid paths of virtue to a foul not well efta- 
blifhed in its principles. 

Ana 
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And yet our coufin Solyman, as I am told, is the 
- Muffulman of the Muffulmans, as to his ext^ior« 
i' 3Vith'>handsf devoUtly laid to breaft, and humbleft , 
i'r' touch of the earth, he gives the falehi tohis friends « 
' and neighbours : Soft^ as the fighs ofinutes in the 
^ Seraglio t Humble, as the Grecian chapman, walk- 
ing dirough die ftreets, is forced te imitate, when 
. be IS heSorcd by the rampart janifaries. 

But, oh, my coufin Ifouf, it is erief to fay, that V 
Solyman, partaker of our blood, is oafe, ungrateful, \ 

and perfiaious : That he ihould be thus unnatural, 
ftudylng the utxnoft period of our life, inftead of 
honeft, juft, and noble prefents^ to prolong it. 

I had reafon, long ago, to compare him to Pon- 
tius Pilate ; and, if 1 had gone on, and fcummedoff 
all the moft enormous crimes of human race^ it 
•would be tibo litAt to exprefs fais enmity agamft 
Mahmut, the kindeft ancle, and the trueft fnend, 
I that ever poor Solyman could boaft of, 
' But he is degenerate, and that is too little^ with- 

''k out the mournful ft^hs of thee and me, to increafe 
j the aggravation of his crime. 

In nne, he is our kinfman, and let us fhew mer- 
.cy- He has been perfidious to me, and I would re- 
trench the words Ihave fpoken in his difgrace. If 
he comes to Aflracan, do as thou pleafeft : But 
have an eye over thine own affairs. Take not So- 
Jyman for an angel. He is ftill but a turbant-ma- 
^r ; a fr61ickfome blade ; and a merchant that 
xnabes a very fmall figure. 

Coufm Ifouf, forget not the maxims thou haft 
learned in thy travels; bctruetothy friends and 
thyfelf. Honour the memory of thy deceafed pa- 
jrents. Love all men that are good. And be not 
femifs in praying for the foul of thy deceafed uncle, 
^whenever God inall call for it. 

Parisy s6di of> the ^d Moon, 
^ the Year 1667. 

M 

The end of the Six A Volumei 
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